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TO 
HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS 


THE 


Prince of WALES. 


<J* LY «  AVING the laſt 
PAY 1 Year had the Ho- 
| nor of Dedicating 
_ the Firſt Part of 
this moſt Excel- 

| lent Treatiſe to the King your 
Father; I Addreſs this Second 
to. your Royal Highneſs: Nor 
will the Preſent, as I hope, 
= appear 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
appcar altogether improper , or 
_unſeaſonable; even in re- 
ſpe&t of your Tender Years : 
Not Improper; becauſe it con- 
tains the moſt neceſſary Points, 
by which a Young and Ver- 
 tuous Prince is to Steer the 
whole Courſe of a truly Glo- | 
rious Life: Nor unſcaſonable; $ 
becauſe your Highneſs has al- Y 
ready quirred the Trifles of | 
Child-hood, and ſeems to ex- | 
cel' others of your own Age | 
in Ripeneſs of Capacity , As ' 
much almoſt as in Diſpropor= F 
tion of Birth, 
Daniel when but about Twelye : 
Foars Old, knew more than | 
the Wiſe Men of Babylon; the 
Royal Prophet David alſo, in 
the 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
the Bloſſom of his Youth , 


\ became moſt Eminent as well 
| for his Knowledge, as Exploits: 
| And that Heayen has not bee 
| ſtowd ſo Great a Pledge as 
\ your Royal Self upon us, in - - 
, Vain; may appear by the vaſt 
Importance of your long 


- & Pray d for Birth, by the oreat 
. | Conſequences of your Strange 


| Preſervation , and by a 
| wonderful Increaſe Daily of. the 
> | many Graces, both of your 

F Mind and Body; all which 


. | ſeem undoubted Tokens of far- 


cher Bleſſings. 


But the more Forward and 


F Precious a Plant is, with ſo 
| much the greater Care ought it 
[40 be Fenc'd and Cultiyated : 


* 2 Your 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 
Your Highneſs therefore will till 
Thrive and Flouriſh beſt, by 
having Good Men and Good 
Books about you; and amongſt 
the latter I hope this Solid and | 
Pzous: Treatiſe of Policy and 
Religion, will not only find a 
place in your Cloſet, bur its 
Excellent Maxims will be eyer 
Fix d in your Mind. 

Religion the Queen of Ver- 
tues will be properly the Go- 
verneſs of all your Actions and 
Motions; nor will you ever ad- 
mir any Policy, but what 1s in= | 
troduc'd by juſtice and Piety. 
On ſuch Foundations Thrones | 
have their ſureſt Eſtabliſhment, | 


and Princes become for ever 


Glorious. So will your Highneſs 
| continue » ' 


The Epifile Dediatory, 
continue , the Delight of the. 
Loyal, the Comfort of the 
Faithful , and a Defender of 
the True Chriſtian Faith: And 
that you may be a Glorious 
ProteQtor thereof, is conſtantly 
Hopd and Pray 'd for by Thou- 
ſands as well as 


Royal S IR, 


Your Hig kneſſcs molt 
Faichfaf” molt Obe- 


dient, and molt 
Humble Servant. 


N. N. 


# 
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PART. 1% 


CHAP L 


Certain General Rules or Advices no leſs Pions 
than Politic, for the Initruflion of ſuch 4s 
deſire to manage matters of State, and have 
0 exp:rience therein; to the end they may 
act with leſs danger and difficulty,” | 


= IRST, he that means to apply him- 
ſelf ro matters of Stare, muſt ſee 
that his Intention be good and pure; 
that is, that he be not mov'd to 
: 'it by vain. Glory, Ambition, 
Coverouſnefs, or any other vicious or unlawful 
delire; becauſe the ſame are roo weak Founda- 


a: Lions 


2 A Treatiſe of Chap, 1, 


tions to ſuſtain ſuch weighty Aﬀairs; being accom- 
any'd not only with the offence of God, but 


alſo with Paſſion , whereby Mans Judgment is 


blinded, and many times drawn to Error: And 
therefore the chicf and principal Intention of a 
Statiſt, ought to be the Service of God, his 
Princes, and the Publick good of his Country ; 


whereunto, every Man ought principally to direct 


and level all his Actions, which otherwiſe cannot 
be truly Vertuous and Wiſe, nor conform to the 
duty of a good Chriſtian, nor have the Blcflivg 
and Aſſiſtance .of Almighty God, which is molt 
r: quifite for the good ſucceſs of all Mens Aﬀairs, 


For as the Royal Praphet ſays; Except our Lord 


Build the Houſe , they haye Labord in Vain that 
Build it. 

2. This Foundation being layd, any buſineſs 
tho never ſo weighty and important may for four 
reaſons, be built thereupon. Firſt, becauſe a 
Mans Reaſon and Judgment being free from paſ- 
fion and ſelf-Jove, he ſhall more clearly and ſo- 
lidly both dcliberate and a& in all occaſtons. 
Secondly, becauſe 'tis moſt- likely that Almighty 
God ſeeing his good and pious Intention, will 
concur and co-operate with him in- all his nego- 
tiations. Thirdly tho God , by reaſon of his 
ſecret Judgments, ſhould not bleſs and proſper his 
Actions, yet he will affuredly give him the re- 
| ward of his good Intention : And laſtly, becauſe 
in caſe he ſhou'd fall into ſuch great difficulties and 
dangers as are incident to dealipg in matters of State, 


(a) Plal, a 'P 


yet 


yet 
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et he will have the comfort and conſolation of a 
good and clear Conſcience, which as the Poet 
ſays, iss (a) Murus ahenews, a braſcn Wall; and 
the moſt aſlurd Anchor in all the Storms and 
Tempeſts of this Life; Que etiam obruta delettat 
which as Seneca ſays, do's delight even when 'tis 


oppreſs'd, or overwhelim'd. 


3. Secondly, 'tis convenient for a Young Sta- 
tiſt, to weigh very well and foreſee the difficulties 
and dangers which he may probably incur, by 
dealing in matters of State, either throu' the narure 
and condition of the matters which he is to handle; 
or throu' the treachery and perfidiouſneſs of thoſe 
with whom he 1s to deal; or throu' the malice 
and emulations either publick or private, which are 
never wanting; orelſe throu' the jealouſie of Princes, 


I who, as Comines well notes; (b) eafily ſuſpe& 
and miſtruſt their beſt Servants, in matters con- 


cerning their State; or laſtly, throw the uncertainty 
of the ſucceſs of buſineſs, which is in no Mans 
power to warrant, as has been ſufficiently prov'd. 
(c) By all which means we ſce many times mo 
mportant matters miſcarry, to the great gricf, 
diſgrace, and utter overthrow of the managers ; 
eſpecially, when they have not foreſeen the lame; 
whereas by conſideration and foreſight, they might 
perhaps have prevented the inconveniency , or at 
kaſt have been better arm'd to bear their. misfor- 
tune with patience, 


| (42 Horar, lib, 1, ep, ad Mecenat, libs 4. de bes 
tefici, Cap. 21s . (b) Phil. Com cron, Lodoyic. 
by I, Cap, 26s (c) Tom, £. Chap. ze 


A 2 _ 7. 
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4. Therefore Plutarch worthily compares im- 
rovident and unadvis'd managers , to one that 
ſhould fall before he were aware into a Coal Pit 
or Mine, where tho perhaps he eſcapes with Life, 
yer he commonly receives ſome hurt; or at leaſt 
is ſtrangely aſtoniſh'd and amaz'd', not only 


with the fall, but alſo with the obſcurity and hor- ; 
ror of the place ; which, to thoſe that 20 in of : 


| fer purpoſe, and with reſolution to endure it, 1s 
nothing ſo noiſom or loathſom. 

5. Thirdly, he ought always to obſerve three 
things, which- I - have largely prov*d throughout 
this whole Diſcourſe; the firſt is, the weakneſs of 
Mans Wit; ſecondly, the uncertainty of the {uc- 
cels of all Mens Actions ; and thirdly, the Pro- 
vidence of God in the diſpoſition of all Human 
Aﬀairs, Theſe three things , I fay, every Statiſt 
ſhould have continually before his Eyes, to the 
end, that ſeeivg his own infirmity, and the un- 
certainty of the ſucceſs of all his deſigns, he may 
conſider the darger heis in, as well of error in his 
determinations, as of 111 foceekk in his ations; and 
conſequently Tow: recourſe to the remedies Or- 
dain'd for the ſame, by the Providence and Mercy 
of God : According to the advice which old 
Tobias gave to his Son, for the diredtion of the 


whole courſe of his Life , -to whom, amongſt 


many other excellent precepts, he gave this, ( 4) 
 Ajk Counſel of a Wiſc-man, lays he, and continual 
bleſs and praiſe God, and biſcech him to dire all th 
curſe, and let all thy Ccunſils be fix'd and ſel d 1 


(a) Tobin, cap, 4, 39 
; him 
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him. Thus ſays the Holy Ghoſt by the Mouth of 


Tobias , adviting two things necetlary , as to be 
practis'd by all} Men , for the remedy of their 
natural weakneſs : Firſt, tro rake Counſel of 
Wiſc-men: Sccondly, to beg God's aſliſtance , 
becauſe we are nor ſo ablolute of our ſelves, 
bur that we need his help in all things , 
as I have luthciently prov'd, (4) nor that we are 
ſo goverr'd and guided by Almighty God, as to 


| contemn the} help of Man : Such being the courſe 


of his Divine Providence in Human Afﬀairs, that 
he works his Will not only in Men, bur alſo by 
them , and with their co-operation; in which re- 
ſpect Saint Paul did nor ſtick to call himſelf, and 
the other Apoſtles. (6) Gods Coadjutors, in 
the Converſion of the Gentils. 

6. Therefore as 'twere great folly, pride, and 


| preſumption in Man, fo to confide in himſelf, or 


in Human Wildom and Power, as to neglect the 
Pros idence and Afliſtance of God, ſo were it on 
the other fide extream negligence, and even a 
tempting of God, fo to rely upon him, as to 
contemn all Human help and. Counſel : Which 
we may learn by the example of Moyſes, (c) who 
tho Inſtruded, Infpird, and Conducted by Al- 
mighty God himlclf, yet refus'd not the good 


_ Counſel of Jerhro for the manner of his Gover= 


ment, which Almighty God approv'd in him. 


As alſo on the other fide King Dayid, (d) tho 


(a) Tor. 1, Chap. 2. G). 1 Cor. 3- 9s 
(c) Exod, cap. 3, { d) rn: Reg, 20, 24 Regs. 
W, & 16, 1, Reg. cap. 2, 22e 24e 


A 3 he 
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he took the Counſel of his Friends, Counſellors, 
and Servants, as of Jonathas , Achitophel , Toab and 3 
others, and us'd alſo his own prudence, as well | 
in the deliberation, as in the execution of his | 
Aﬀairs , yet he never omitted to conſult Al- 7 
mighty God., by his Prophets and Prieſts when | 
he conveniently could do it; and as I have fig- þ 
nif'd elſewhere, (a) crav'd continually the Al. } 
ſiſtance , Light, and Dire&tion of Almighty God þ 
in all bis Actions. £ 
>, And this concurrence of Divine help with | 
Human diligence, is notably expreſs'd in Scrip- 
ture, where *tis ſignifi'd that Gedecn gave order to | 
his Souldiers to cry in.their Conflict with the 
Madianits; (b) To our Lord God, and to Gedeon, 
the Sword of God, and Gedeon : "And again, in the 
relation of the oreat Victory which 4ſa King of 


Fuda had againſt the Athiopians the Scripture lays, 


(c) They were utterly overthrown, our Lord killing 
*em, and the Army of Afa fighting, which is as much as 
to ſay, that Man do's his endeavor, and God giv's 
the good ſucceſs. This alſo the very Pagans knew, 
and obſerv'd fo well, that Plutarch notes (d) it 
very ſeriouſly in the Bartel betwixt Perſeus King of 
Macedon, and Paulus Zmilius the Roman. ' For whereas 
Perſeus when he ſhould have fought, withdrew 
himſelf from the Field under colour to Sa- 
crifice to | Hercules, he ſays, that God do's not 
uſe to favor ſuch 1dle fellows that ſo preſume of 


(a) Tom, Is Chap. 23, 7s 23s (b) Tudic, 
Caps YJ. 18, 20, (c) 2, Paralip. Caps I4» 13o 
(d) Piutarch in ÞP, FMmilio, 


his 
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Fs help, as they will do nothing themlclves: For 
God, ſays he, has fo ordain'd, that he who will 
hit the Mark, muſt Shoot, and he who will 
win the Goal muſt Run, and he who will have 
the Victory, muſt Fight; and therefore God 
favor'd and help'd Paulus Zmilius, who crav'd 
force and Victory with his Arms in his Hands; 
A dios rogando, y con la maga dando, Praying to 
God and laying on load with Club, according to the 
SpaniJh Proverb. 

8. But to fay ſomething here particularly, of 
a ſpecial means to procure the help and aſliſtance 
of God ; nothing behoves a Stariſt more then 
daily to recommend his Actions to his Divine Ma- 
jeſty, by fervent and devour Prayer; the force 
and bencfit whereof is unſpeakable, no leſs in all 
kind of Temporal matters, than in Spiritual ; for 
which we have not only our Saviors Dodtrin and 
Warrant, (a) bur alſo infinite examples of Holy - 
and Wit: Men, in both Divine and Prophane ' 
Hiſtories. Whilſt foſue fought with the A4malecits, 
Moyſes Pray'd upon the Mountain, and obrain'd 
the Victory. The two Anns being Barren, were 
by Prayer made Mothers, the (b) one of the 
Prophet Samuel, and the (c) other of the Virgin 
Mary: (d) Salomon by Prayer obtain'd Wiſdom 2 
(e) King Exzechias recover'd health, .and had V1- 
Qories againſt the Aſſrians: The three (f) Chil- 


(a) Matth. 6, & »y. Marc. It, 24+ Luc. uu. 2, 
Exod. cap 17, it . {(b) rv. Reg» cap. to (c) $0 
Joan. Damaſcen orats, de Nativ, B. P rg, (d) y- Regs 
Cap, 3: Yo (<) 4+ Reg, ca. 19. 20, (f) Dane zo 


A 4 dren 


8g A Treatiſe of 


Chap. r, 


dren were deliver'd from Fire: And to ſpeak of 
latter times, Theodofius the Emperor ſurnam'd the 
Great, as Saint Auſtin witnelles; (a) prevail'd 
againſt Eugenius the Tyrant, more- by Prayer than 
by force : The like is alſo reſtifi'd by graye 
Writers, of (b) Nurſes the Eunuch, Lieutenant 
to Juſtin the Emperor, whoſe great Victories 
were attributed to his Prayers, and great Devotion 


towards the Bleſſed Virgin Mary, who as (c) Era 


grius affirms, appear'd to him many times before 
his Battels, and gaye him Directions for the 
ſame. | 

9. In like manner the famous overthrows , 
which Heraclius the Emperor gave to Coſroes King 
of Perſia, of whom he recover'd "eruſalim, and al! 


the Eaſtern Parts, are aſcrib'd by the beſt Hiſto-. | 
' Tlans that writ thereof, (d) to the great Devotion 


and Prayers which he partly us'd, and. partly pro- 
cur'd for the good ſucceſs of that War , wherein 
divers Miraculous accidents happen'd, which I omic 
for breyity ſake. We read alſo in our Engiiſh 
Hiſtories, (e) that King Etrhelred, Elder Brother 
to the famous Alfred, or Alured, Founder of the 
Univerſity of Qxf'rd, being encamp'd againſt the 
Danes, and advertis'd by his Captains at fuch time 
as he was going to Maſs, that the Enemy aſlail'd 
his Camp, bad them attend to the defence there- 


(a) Aug. de (ivitate, Det lib, 5. cap. 26, 
(6b) Procop, de bello Gothico. {c) Evagrius li. 4+ 
CdP. 23s, (d) Paul. Diaco, lib. 18. Cedren, T hte 
ephan. Naucler, Bar, an. 621. 622. 623s (e) Gutle 
Malmeſ, de gefl, Reg. Argl. lib. 1, cave 3» Roger de 
Hoveden Aunal, par, tz, an, 871. Barcne an, codem: + 
07, 
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of, for he muſt hear Maſs before he wou'd 
go out of his Tent, as he was daily accuſtom'd 
to do: In the mean time his Brother Alfred with 
the reſt of his Captains, who joyn'd Battel with 


. the Enemy, were in grear danger to be over- 


thrown, where King Etheldred having heard Mals, 
came himſelf in Perton, and finding his Souldiers 
already flying away, he recall'd 'em ro the Batrel, 
thruſting himlclf into the midſt thereof, ( a) Cujus 
virtute, & Dei miraculo; by whoſe Valour, and the Mi- 
raculows help of God, lays the Hiſtorian, the Danes 
were put ro flight, and their King Slain, with 
divers of his Nobility, and many thouſands of 
the Souldiers. 

10. Allo in the Spaniſh Hiſtory, we have 
an admirable example of the wonderful force and 
eff: of Prayer, in a Noble Man of Caſtile, call'd 
Hernandes Antolino, in the time of Garfias Hernandes 
Count of Caſtile, who had great Wars with the 
Moors, (b) This Antolino being no leſs Devour 
than Valiant, was wont to ſpend many hours 
every day in Prayer, and going one day to Pray 
before a Bartel, which the Count of Caſtile was 
to give to the. Moors, he was ſo ablorpt, and 
ravith'd with Devotion, that he forgot himſelf, 
and continu'd therein during the whole time of the. 
Bartel, wherein neverthelc{s it pleas'd God to ſhew 
vitbly, that his Prayers profited, and prevail'd 
more, than his preſence could have done: For 
one in his ſhape and Armour, and upon his | 


(a) Gul, Malmeſs ubi. ſupra. (b) Vciſſee 
thron, all. 94te | | 


Horſe WY. 
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Horſe, made ſuch Slaughter amongſt the Enemies 
that they were forc'd to fly : Infomuch that the 
Count, and all the Army being fully perſuaded, 
that they had won the Bartel by the means of 
Antolino, ſought for him to give him the thanks 
and praiſe, which they thought his great Valour de- 
ſerv'd, and tho they found him not in the Ficld, 
but in his Tent, much aſham'd of his abſence, 
yet aſſuring themſelves that they law both his Horſe, 
and Armour in the Batte], they caus'd *em to be 
produc'd, and then ir appear'd as well by the 
wounds and wearinels of the Horſe, as by the 

ſigns of the blows upon his Armour, that ſome 
Angel had us'd 'em in his ſtead , and that God 


had giv'n 'em Victory throu' the Merit of his 


Prayers. 

11. To this purpoſe alſo may ſerve thoſe ex- 
amples, of the famous Victory of Edward the 
Il. Kivg of England, againſt the French at Creſſy 
in Picardy; and of the Chriſtians againſt the Turks 
| at Lepanto in our days; as aiſo of many other Mi- 
raculous Victories, whereof I have made ample 
relation (a) heretofore out of approv'd Authors, 
and therefore I remit the Reader rhereunto, and 
end with the ſentence of Saint Chryſoſtom concerning 
Prayer: (b) The force of Prayer has cxtinguiſh'd 
the force of Fire, Jhut up the rhouth of Lyons, giv'n 
vidtories in war , appeas'd ſtorms, and tempeits, expel'd 
Devils, opewd the gates of Heaven, Icken the bards of 
Death, curd Diſeaſes, recencild Enemies, deliver'd 


(4) Tom. r, Chap, 15. (b) Chryſost. de 
nar, Det, hom, $o | 


Citties 
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Citties from Earthquakes , and defended *em as well 
from the puniſhment of God , as from the treaſins, and 


" attempts of Men; Finally, it has overcome all ſorts of 


Evil. So powerful is Prayer when 'tis accom- 
pany'd with ſuch circumſtances as are requiſite to 
make the ſame acceptable to Almighty God , 
whereof I omit ro ſpeak here, becauſe ir pro- 
perly belongs to thoſe that wrice expreſly of 
Spiritual matters. 

12. Moreover as to what concerns Human 
Counlcl, the Holy Ghoſt gives a notable advice, 
ſaying; (a) My Son do nothing without Counſel, and 
thou wilt not afterwards repent thee, and again, (b) Thoſe 
who do all things with Counſel are gover'd with Wiſ- 
dom. And I hold this point to be abſolutly ne- 
ccfJary, not only for Young Men, or others of 
ſmall experience, but alſo for the Eldeſt and moſt 
expert: For Nemo omnibus horis ſapit; No Man is 
wiſe at all hours. And as the Proverb fay'd: Two 
Eyes ſee more than one: And therefore the famous 
Scipio Africanus conſulted all his Aﬀairs with 
Cajus Lelius; and Cicero confeſles that in his Con- 
ſulſhip, he did nothing without the advice of the 
Philolopher Publius MNigidius ; and therefore 


Princes have divers Counſellors, that matters be- 


ing ponder'd by different perſons, all circumſtan- 
ces may be duly examin'd and confider'd : For as 
Salomon fays: (c) Plots and deſigns are Confirmed , 
where there are many Counſellors; for ſome find out 
one inconveniency, ſome another ; ſome one re- 


fa) Eccleſ. cap, 32« 24 (5) Prove 13: toe 
(c } Prcoy, IS, 220 | 


 medy 
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medy, and ſome. another ; whereof I ſhall have 
occaſion to ſay more hereafter. | 

13. Wherefore I conclude for the preſent, that a 
young »otatiſt following the Rule and Counlel of 
Tobias, that 1s. to fay, fixing his heart and hopes 
upon Almighty God, adding the continual ule 
of devout and fervent Prayer, to Human Connlcl 
and diligence; and joyning thereby the /1iſdom of 
the Serpent, with the Simplicity of the Dove , (a) 
Piety with Policy, gifts of Grace with abiliry of 
Nature; and finally, the Wiſdom of God with the 
Prudence of Man, ſhall deliberate and work in 
| all occaſions, no leſs profperouſly then willy. 

14. Fourthly, ic imports very much, that atrer 
mature conſultation of any matter of State , and 
ſerious recommendation thereof ro Almighty God, 
the time of Action muſt not be defer'd by needleſs 
delays, when the matter is once derermin'd; for 
time may ſo alter: the State of any affair, be it 
never ſo well and wiſely reſoly'd, that the oppor- 
runity of execution may utterly be Joſt, and 
'the buſincſs thereby ; and therefore the Com- 
mon Proverb adviſes. To ſtrike while the Ion 
hot; for as the Poer ſays: (b) Nocuit differre p4- 
vatis : Delay u always hurtful, to thoſe who are ready to 
execute; eſpecially in matters wherein there 1s any 
competency of Enemies, who ever watch diſigent- 
ly to take all opportunities and do ofren profit ' 
very much, by the negligences and delays of 
their Adverſaries. 


7 ( a ) Matth, Capes le. 16, (») Lite 
eat: lib, nt. 
15. And 
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15. And tho this advice is neceſſary in all mat- 
ters of State, yet *tis moſt requiſite in ,Warlike 
Aﬀairs; whereih we ſee many times, that ſpeed and 
diligence is of greater importance than force ; for 
ſpeed being commonly accompany*d with ſudden 
terror and fear, opens the way to ſmall force , 
and enables the ſame, to work great effets: And 
therefore Agathecles one of the Tyrants of. Sicily, 
having bur a few Souldiers, and exhorting 'em to 
the ſpcedy and ſudden Invalion of Carthage, ſayd; 
(a) In repentino mett, non modicum Viftoria momen- 
tum ; Sudden fear will be of no ſmall moment and 
rmportarice for the obtaining of the Viftory; which was 
prov'd to be true by the Event, and is daily ſeen 
by the experience of camilad's or ſurpriſes, and 
all other ſudden enterpriſes of War, 

18. To conclude this advice, one general Rule 
is to be held, that to delay time is never good, 
but in three caſes. The firſt, when matters are 
not maturely conſulted, and well digeſted, where- 
in neverthelcls all due diligence is to be us'd, leſt 
time and opportunity of action be ſpent, and loſt 
in conſultation. The ſecond caſe 1s, when there 
is ſome juſt and important impediment in the exe- 
cution, The third is, in caſes of extremity which 
paſs a Mans Power and Wiſdom to help; for 
then the only remedy is to gain time, which 
produces many accidents that could never be fore- 
ſeen and imagin'd, avd diſcovers ſoveraign reme- 
dics for the moſt deſperate caſes; and therefore 


(4) Initin, lib, 4t. 


Pericles 
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Pericles was wont to ſay: (a) That Time # the 
wiſeſt Counſellor that ts, 

17. Fifthly, let every young Statiſt conſider 
and meaſure his own ability, ro the end he un- 
dertakes not any matter above his reach or capa- 
city; for no Man how excellent' foever he be, is 
{o perfect that he'excels in all things, and there- 
fore the Poets fain'd that the Gods themſelves 
had not all gifts alike, bur that ſome excell'd in 
one, and ſome in another; and the Apoſtle 
ſays that God differently diſtributes his Gifts unto 
Men; (6b) Deviding 'em unto every one 4s it pleaſes 
him; to the end we may have need one of another. 
And this alſo, common experience teaches; for 
ſome excel in depth of Judgment, others in 
ſharpneſs of Wir, others in Eloquence, others 
in Memory, others in Science and Learning, and 
ſome in one kind, ſome in another. 

18. Now then, 'tis convenient for every one 
to weigh very well his own Talents, and how 
they ſuite with the buſineſs in which he is to be 
employ'd; as if he be to perſuade, whether he 
have the gift of Utterance and Eloquence ? If he 
be to paſs Covenants and Agreements, Leagues or 
Marriages, whether he be a Lawyer? If he be to 
treat of matters of War, whether he be a Souldier ? 
And fo in like caſes; for otherwiſe he will 
prove, Aſinus ad lyram, an Aſs at a Harp, as the 
Proverb ſays, and not only diſgrace himlclf and 
them that ſent him, but alſo looſe his labor and 


his buſinels. 
(a) Plutarch in Pericles (5b) x+ Cor- 


Cap. 12+ Il, 


19. They 
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19. They thaterr in this point, are thoſe com- 
monly which cither have ſuch an inordinate deſire 
to be meddling in great matters, that they care not 
what they undertake, ſo they be doing; or elſe 
have an extraordinary conceit of their own wit 
and ſufh-tency; and therefore as "twill be good 
for every one to moderate in himſelf , the defire 
of dealing; fo alſo to remedy the latter, 'twill be ſe- 
cure for any Man, in my opinion, not to rely 
wholy on. his own Judgment concerning his 
ſufficiency ; but partly upon the Judgment of 
others; rather receiving the employment from his 
Prince or other Superiors, than offering or in- 
truding himſelf into it, till he have made ſome 
good trial of himſelf; for by that means if the 
buſineſs fucceed , he {hall have the thanks and 
honor of it, and if it ſucceed otherwiſe, he ſhall 
avoid great part of the blame. T-. 

20. Bur it he find that his Superiors know 
him nor, ſo well as he knows himſelf, and that 
they would employ him in matters, wherein he 
has neither experience nor ability ; 'twill be leſs 
ſhame for him to confeſs his defe&t, and either 
to refuſe the Commiſſon ; or elſe to crave an aſ- 
fociate furniſh'd with the parts he wants, ra- 
ther than accept the charge, and fail in its per- 
formance; (a) Moyſts being Commanded, by 
Almighty God to go in Embaſſy to Pharao King 
of Egypt, for the delivery of the Children of Iſrael, 
humbly excus'd himſelf as unfit for fo weighty a 
charge , by reaſon of the impediment in his 


(4) Exod, cap. 3. 
Speech, 
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Speech, for remedy whereof God gave him an 
aſhiſtaovr, to wit, his Brother Aaron, who being 
very Eloquent might ſpeak for 'em both. Where- 
by 'not only Subje&ts, who are to be employ'd, 
may learn to conſider and acknowledge their own 
defects; but alſo Princes may learn lo to employ 
their Subjeds, that one may have the parts that 
another wants, and ſupply each one the defects 
of another. 

21. Sixthly, 'twill not be amiſs in my opinion 


for a young beginner, to enter into his firſt 
practiſe with matters of ſmall importance, and to 
proceed to greater by degrees, as his experience 
and ability, ſhall grow and increaſe: Like to 
the wiſe Phyſician, who when he begins to practiſe, 
takes in hand caſte Cures, and meddles not with in- 
veterate and dangerous dileaſcs, till he has got both 
experience and credit: And fo I would wiſh a 
young beginner to do in theſe matters, ro fly 
butineſs of great weight and difficulty , and rather 
to procure at the fiſt, ſome honorable Commiſ- 
fion or Embaſly of Congratulation, or Condo 
ling, including ſome overture of an important 
Treaty , rather than to deal in the Treaty it ſelf, 
which requires great practiſe , experience , and 
Wiſdom. 

22. And if he be employ'd in any ſuch Treaty 
I would wiſh him to be contented rather ro bc 
Second, or Aſſiſtant, than chief in Commiſſion, 
and ſo to grow for a while like the Vine or lvy, 
by the ſupport of another Tree. Or if his dig} 
nity be ſuch as cannot admit a ſecond place, to 
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procure as much as may be to have ſuch aſſiſtants . 


as 


(a) Philipe Comines cron, du Roy Luis, cap. 26; 
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as are not only Men of ſound Judgments and 
Wiſdom, bur alſo his fincere friends; ſuch being 
commonly the emulation and ambition in Courts, 
thar he may otherwiſe make account that his own 
aflociates, will curiouſly obſerve every little error, 
and from thence rake the advantage of advanc- 
ing their own credir. : 

23- To which purpoſe 'tis to be confider'd that 
the Lacedemonians us'd ro chuſe ſuch to ſend on 
their Embaſſies as were either publick, or art leaft 
ſecret Enemies, to the end that one of 'em might 
ſerve for a Spy over the others afttons; the 
like ſtill may be, and is no doubt many times us'd. 
And Philip Comines notes (4) of Lewis the XI. 
King of France, that he was wonr ſometimes, when 
he ſent a great Embaſſador, to give ſecret Com- 
miſſions apart to ſome meaner Man in his Com- 
pany, ulivg the other for a {hew and for matters 
of complement,* or perhaps to the end he might 
bear the greateſt part of the charges of the Em- 
baſſy, as commonly great Men do, rather than 
for the diſpatch of important affairs; and the like 
of both theſe examples may well be pradtis'd by 
Princes when they fend great Embaſſadors; eſpecially 
When he who is chicf in Commiſſion, is raw and un- 
expert; and therefore *cwill be convenient for ſuch a 
one to conlider the ſame may happen to himſelf, to 
the end he may the better look ro his own carriage, 
and procure to have about him wiſe and affur'd 
friends ro adviſe him, leſt otherwiſe his own aſ- 
fiſtants Ict him commit ſome groſs errors, and fo 


handle 


_ 
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handle the matter, that all the negotiation turn to 
their honor by the diſcovery of his weakncſs. 

24- And this he may fear not only in his 
fellow aſſociates in Commiſſion , but alſo in his 
followers and Servants; amongſt "whom ſome one 
of more wit and talents then the reſt, may ſeek 
ro take advantage of his Maſters weaknels ; 
as ir happen'd to an Embaſſador whom I knew, 
whole Secretary noting in him ſome negligence 1 bs 
the diſpatch of advices, when occaſion requir'd, 
prevented commonly his Maſters Letters with his 
own ; moreover, being employ'd by his Maſter 
to procure es and intel/tgences, he conceal'd 
the moſt important matters trom him, and writ 
*xm himlclf ro ſome principal Counſellors, whoſe 
fivor he gain'd ſo far , that rhey procur'd 
his advancement at his return, whereas the Em- 
baſſador was held unworthy of farther preferment, 
and liv'd ever after in diſgrace, 

' 25. Seventhly, I wou'd adviſe a young beginner 
not to charge himſelf with many matters at once, 
as ſome do who cannot endure to fee any Man 
employ'd but themſelves; whence it follows, thar 
ſome one , or two buſineſſes ſucceeding ill, as 
commonly among many ſome do , they 
receive more diſgrace, than reputation or thanks 
for all the reſt, rho they ſucceed never ſo _ well: 
Wherefore 'tis wiſdom for any Man, efpecially- 
for ſuch as are Novices. 1n State Affairs, ro take 
in hand but few matters, and to diſpatch <a well; 
like a Man that has but a weak Stomach, 1s to take 
heed, that he neither overcharge it with the 
quantity, nor yet pcſter it with varicty of Mears, 
becaule 
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becauſe one will hinder the diſgeſtion of the \ 


other. 


25. This I wiſh the favorites of Princes wou'd 
ſeriouſly conlider, who many times dcfiring to 
have all in their own hands, ſtick not to charge 
themſelves with much more, than they are able ro dil- 
patch in due manner and ſeaſon, to the exceeding 


great prejudice, as well of particular Men, as of 


the whole,Stare in general : Whereby they ex- 
poſe not only themlclves, bur alſo their Princes 
to ſuch hatred cf the Nobility and People, that 
there follow many times Commorions and Rebel- 


lions; inſomuch , that their Princes are either 


ford to abandon 'em to their Enemies, or elle 
to periſh with '*em: As to omit forraign examples, 
we have (een by experience in England, in the time 
of King Edward the II. and King Richard the II. 
(4) againſt whom the Nobility and Commons 
took up Arms, for the hatred they bore their 
favorites, Pierce Gayeſton, the two Spencers, Robert 
Vere Earl of Oxford, and others their Adherents ; 
upon whoſe perſons they diſcharg'd their fury, ex- 
ercifing on 'em all Kind of Cruelty, except upon 
the Earl of Oxford, who ſav'd his Life by flight 
into Holland, and ended his Days in Baniſhmenr 
and hereunto, allo may partly be alſcrib'd, the unfor- 
tunate Deaths of both thoſe Kings, who were 
afterwards Depos'd and Cruelly Murder'd. 

27. Eighthly, nothing is more neceſſary in 
handling matters of State than ſecrecy, I mean 
matters intended or conſulted before they come to 


(a) Pollid. Vire. in Bit, Ang!. 
| B 


2 execution, 
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xecution, for. they are like a Mine which havin 

any vent, is wholy uſeleſs, and of no- effe&; 
therefore, Peter Kirg of Aragon, being ask'd 
of Pope "Marti the IV. whar be meant to do 
with the great Fleet wherewith afterwards he re- 
cover'd Sicily from the French, an{wer'd, that it he 
thought his Shirt knew it, boy wou'd burk It, 

28. Bur becauſe I am to ſpeak of this Point 
of {ecfecy hereafter, (4) I wilt here give only one 
general Rule to be held and practis'd of yourg 
Stariſts, which 1s not to communicate any impor- 
rant matter of State to ay Man whatſoever, cx- 


cept he be to be employ'd, or- his Counſel 0 be 


us'd ; and whofovever fail's in - this point, 1s 
nor fit to handle any matter of importance, nor 
{hill ever have credit with Princes, who effiren 
nothirg more in their Servants than ſecrecy; in- 
ſomuch, that a Prince in theſe our days, whom 
for ſome reſpects I forbear ro name, caus'd a faith- 
tul Servant of his, whom he alfo lov'd very dearly, 
to be kill'd, for fear he ſhou'd reveal a {ecret which 
by chance he came to know; y hereby we may 
ſce how dangerous a thing it is, to be partakers of 
the ſecrets of Princes ; therefore Philippides the 
Comedian beirg will'd by Kirg Lyſmachas to alk 
jome favor of "kw Beſeech'd Gs to do him what 
f-vor be thenght fit , F- be imparted t to him none of his 
ſerrcts. FS) 

29, Ninthly, a young Statiſt is to have ' ſpecial 
care to avoid all Kind of unlawful employments ; 


(a) Tom.'s, Cap. 2. mw, (bY) Plutarch 
in his Treatiſe of ta:kirg too much, 
AS 
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as to be inſtrument of any wickedneſs for his 
Princes Service; for beſides the offence to God, 
who will afſuredly puniſh the ſame ſooner or 
later, he may well think that his Prince alſo will 
never traſt him afrer, howſoever he be fatisf'd 
with this his Service for the preſent; for Princes many 
times are content to take the benefit of a Service 
done by evil means, and. yet ever after ſuſpect 
and hate, the malicous nature and diſpoſition of 


Poyſon, only to ſerve their turn, tho they deteſt 
the malignity of it: And therefore Auguſius Caſar 
was wont to ſay ! I Love the Treaſon, but 1 hate the 


Traytor, (a) and all wife Princes hold it for a 


Rule, that where there is no bridle of Conſcience 


and Cad of God, there is no fidelity to be cx- 


pected towards Man. 
20. We Read, that Cenſtantius Caſir, Father to 
the Emperor Conftamin the great, having com= 


'him that did i ir, whom they uſe no otherwile then ; 


3 


manded that all fuch Chriſtians as wou'd not ; 


Adore his God's, ſhou'd depart from his Service, 


Baniſh'd nevertheleſs all thoſe who deny'd their 


Faich, and retain'd the other in his Service and 
favor; whereof he gave this reaſon, that thoſe 
that had fo little Conſcience as to be falſe ro their 
God, could not be true to him. And Henry the 
V. King of England, preſently afrer his Fathers 
Death, Bani{h'd from his Court all ſuch as had 


been Counſellors, Inſtruments or Companions ot. 
his Riots before ; perſuading himſelf, that. they 


(a.) Plutarch in his Apothes, of Kings and 
Captives, 
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were not to be truſted abour his Perſon; and fo 
it commonly happens, when Princes are wiſe ard 
enter into the due conſideration of themliclves and 
their Conſciences. | 

217. Bur ſuch other Princes that give themſelves 
to Vice and Sin, and make no Conſcience of any 


thing, do not only diſavow their own Commit- 


ſions, after ſome” wicked at is committed | by 
their order, but alſo uſe to pick quarrels, or take 
very {mall occaſions to make away the inſtru- 


ments of their own wickedneſs; either to rid | 


therwſelves of the ſuſpition, and infamy thereof , 
or for the jealouſte they have of the malignant 
natures of their inſtruments, or for fear they 
ſhou'd difcover their practiſes if they live, or 
ſometimes for other reſpedts; God fo diſpoling, 
by his juſt judgments, to make 'em the executors 
of his juſtice upon thoſe, who prefer'd their Ser- 
vice before his, | = 
32. So Alexander the Great at his Fathers 
Oblequies, commanded publics Fuſtice to be done 
upon thoſe, whom he had himſelf ſecretly em- 
ploy'd to Kill him. (4) So did Fiberius Emperor 
difavow his Commiſſion givin to a Souldier to 
Kill Agrippa, (6) telling him, that he ſhou'd an- 
{wer the matter before the Senat ; and alſo 
put to death Sejanns his great favorit, and inſtru- 
ment of much miſchief. And in like manner Ceſar 
Borgia delt with a favorit of his; and Henry the 
VIIE King of England with ſome Counſellors and 


( a ) Inflin, lib, Is (b) T acits lib, I, 
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Servants of his; (4) ſo allo have ſome others in 
theſe our days > been made away by ſundry 
devices in divers Courts and Countries, when they 
had ferv'd the turn of fome great Perſons, whom 
for juſt reſpects 1 forbear to name; which may 


, ſerve for an advertiſment and warning ro all Men, 


to take heed how they ſuffer themſelves to be 
employ'd by any Man, in unlawful matters and 
offenſive ro God : Wherefore Felix quem faciunt 
aliena pericula cautum; He is happy who can take heed 
by other Mens home. 
My Tenth advice to a young Statiſt , 

that if his Prince do's him the honor to — 
him of his Council, - he conſider well what is the 
dury of a Counſellor ; to which purpoſe I will 
ſet down ſome Rules, wherein nevertheleſs I 
mean not to frame an Idea of an exact Counſellor 
as Cicero did of an Orator, and Xenophon of a Prince, 

and Caftilion of a Courtier; neither dol take upon 
me to adviſe old Counſellors, whole experience 


muſt needs ſurpaſs mine, bur only to give ſome 


precautions, to ſuch as have not any great expert- 
ence or practice in matters of State, and becauſe 
It requires a larger Diſcourſe than were conve-. 
ntent to proſecute in this Chapter, ir {hall ſerve 
for the Subje&t of the next. 


( a) Sand. lib, 8. de _w Ang, loan, Srow in 
Hen, 8, & alia 
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CHAS 53, 


Other General Rules for a young Statift, ad- 


vancd by his Princes favor, to be of his 
Conncil ; as What he is to conſider in hims 
ſelf, in bir Prince , an1 in the matters that 
are to be Conſulted., And firit concerninz 
the Counſellor himſcif. 


H E Points that are principally to 
be conſider'd by a . young Counle|- 
lor , tho they may be devided into 


yet may be reduc'd to 


many heads, 


three; the firſt concerning himſelf , the. 


ſecond concerning his Prince, and the third 
touching the matters to be Conſalted ; of ail 
which I-will fay ſomewhar, with all the perſpicuity, 
and brevity I am able. 

.., 2, As for what concerns himſelf, he 1s 
to regard chicfly eight points. The firſt is, that 
he procur's by all means not only to have the 
Reputation of Vertue and Religion, but allo to be 
indeed truly Vertuous and Religious; and this for 
two reaſons: The firſt ro - obtain the afliſt- 
ance of God's Grace, which how neceflary ir is for 
the illumination of Man's underſtanding in all 
matters of Counſel, appears throughout this whole 


Diſcourſe , eſpecially i in the 28th. Chapter ( 4) 


(a) Toml x. 6 3, ho Fe 7e &C, 


where 
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where I have prov'd that true Wiſdom, Prudence 
and Policy, are the ſpecial gitts of Almighty God, 
and not otherways to be obtain'd, but by the ob- 


ſernaggy of his Counts. 


. The other cauſe why it behoves a Counſellor 
to. Ge truly -Religious and Vertuous, is, becauſe 
ſuch is the force of Vertue, that it gIves. credit to 
the poſleſſors, and makes %em more ealily 
believ'd, and their Counſel better accepted ; 
thetefore we ſee that all Men of diſcretion and 
judgment, demand Counſel rather of thoſe that 
are reputed Wiſe and Vertuous, than of wicked 
Men, who have only the Reputation of Wiſdom; 
for as Saint Ambroſe ſays, (a) Where wiſdom and 
pertue are united, there gcod and wholſome Counſel is 
to be had, and_ all Men are willing to hear the wiſe 


- end vertuous Man, as well ont of admiraticn of his 


wiſdom, as for the love ef” bis yertue ; in which re- 
ſpect, he alſo ſays, that Men commonly addreſs 
themſelves to thoſe, for Counſel, that are more 
Vertuous than themſelves: For no Man has reaſon 
to think him, who is inferior to himſelf in vertue 
and mavaers, to be his ſuperior in wiſdom and 
counſel. (b) 

4. Moreover , ſuch is the Dignity and Au- 
thority of Vertue, thateven ill Men beara reſpe& 
to ir, and ſtand as 'twere, in awe of thoſe that are 
good :- Whereof we have an example in Herod, 
who tho he Kept Saint John Baptiſt in Prifon, and 
wou'd not follow his Counſel in the matter of 


his Divorce, yet out of the Reverence he had to his 


(4) Amb, de Offi, li, », cap, no, (bY) Am. ibid, 
Vertue, 
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Vertne, he conſulted many other things with him, 
and follow?'d his advice and as the Scripture ſays, 
(4a) He feard him; and no doubr bur Wiſe and 
Vertuous Princes, much more eſteem and reſpect 
the Counſel of Wiſe Men that are Vertuous , 
than of others of equal Wit and Judgmcnr thar 
are vicious and wicked; knowing that, as Solomon 
ſays, (b) The Counſels of the wicked are frauculent, 
and that he who has no care of his Conſcience 
and Duty towards God, will have Its care of 
his Duty towards Men. 
\ 3. The ſecord point is, that he giv's fari(- 
faction to the World of his Wiſdom, by the 
good and wiſe goverment of his Family, for no 
Wile Prince can think him a fit Man ro Counſel 
him , or to govern under him, that cannot go- 
vern himſclf, and his own Family ; therefore Baſil 
the Emperor advis'd his Son , to choole thoſe 
for his Counſellors who had given proof and ex- 
erience of their Wiſdom, in the good condutt 
and diredtion of their own private affairs ; where- 
upon Saint Ambroſe ſays, (c) An Idoneum ptabo, 
qui mihi det confilium, qui non dat fibi? Can 1 think 
him fit to Counſel me, who cannot Counſel himſelf ? 
For he that is a Fool in his own butlineſs, can 
never be Wiſe in the affairs of other Men. 
And therefore Sainr Paul declaring the duty of a 
Biſhop, requires that he be ſuch a one, as go- 
verns well his own Family; becauſe ſays he, (4) 
If a Man cannot govern his own Houfe, how ſhall he 


(a) Marcec. 6.20. (b) Prov. c. iz. 5. (cc) Amb 
lib. 2+ de Office cap. 1x2: (4d) n Timo 3s 50 


Jhew 
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fſhew his diligence in goon the Church of 
God ? 

6. The third point is, that in all his Speeches 
and Conferences with his Prince ; he uſe all fin- 
cerity, truth and plainneſs , without flattery ; for 
tho the common Proverb ſays, (4) Obſequium 


amicos, veritas odium parit ; Flattery gains friends, 


and mach hatred ; yet as theee i is nothing more per- 
nictous to Princes than flattery, / fo conſequently, 
there 1s nothing more unfit to be us'd by Coun- 
ſcllors; whoſe office and ſpecial care ſhow'd be, 
to undeceive their Prince in all things, wherein 
they are deceiv'd; and to labor therein ſo much 
the more, by how much leſs other Men do it; 
ſeeing one of the greateſt misfortunes. of Princes, 
is, that all, or moſt Men flatter and ſooth 'em 
in all chings , and few or none deal plainly or 
ſincerely with 'em ; in which” —_— Scneca lays, 
(b) Quid onnia poſſidemibus deeft ? 1lle qui verum 


dicat ; what wants he who has all? One to tell him 


warh ; which therefore a faithful Counſellor ſhou'd 
do; for otherwiſe the Prince wou'd live 1n con=- 
Rua error and- ignorance of his own State, and 
eſpecially of his own imperfections, and in great 
danger of ruin ; for as Cartius ſays very well , 
(.c ) The States of Princes are ym oyerthrown by 
flattery, than by force. 

'. 7. Nevertheleſs, if the Counſcllor has occaſion 
to admoniſh his Prince of any error or fault of 
his, he ought to do it with great diſcretion and 


{ a ) Terent. in Andr. (bY Seneca de beneficijs 
li, 6. £4. 30, Ge) Lint, Cart, lib, 8. 


moderation, 
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moderation, uſing, as Mandane Mother to Cyrus 
was wont to ſay, (a) words of' Silk, and Launc- 
ing the Sore like a good Surge, with fuch dexterity 
that he may cure without hurting , neither exaſperat- | 
ing his Prince, nor making him thereby lels capable | 
of his good Counſc]; thoſe thar offend in this | + 
Kind are commonly ſuch as preſume roo much | 
on their own wits, and power, or of their Princes || | 
weakneſs, or his over great favor and familiarity, 
or the need he has of *em; or elſe perhaps are of |} | 
a ſevere, infolent, .or paſſionate nature ; for ſuch |} ! 
ſometimes torger themſelves, and rake a Pride in 
contradicting or admoniſhing their Princes with 
leſs.duty and reſpe than 'tis convenient for 'cm |þ | 
to do. c 
8. Such a one was Caliſthenes, of whom Aranius | ' 
writes, (b) that he made himſelf odious ro Alex- | / 
ender the great ; Tum ob intempeſtiuam libertatem , | * 
tum oh ſuperbam ſtultitiam; Both for | bis unſcaſon.ble N 1 
liberty of Speech, and alſo for his proud folly, Sach }} 
a one allo was a Philotopher that livd in the 
Court of Dionyfius the Elder, Tyrant of Sicaly; k 
(c) for the Tyrant being delighted with his own Fe 
Poems, was us'd to impart 'em publickly, to cer- |} 
tain Philoſophers who liv'd in his Court, to || © 
have their opinions; amongſt which there was one, || P! 
who cou'd not flatter, nor endure the vanity || 
of the Tyrants humor, but told him plainly, that I 4 
his Verſes were nothing worth, and that 'was a |} Y* 


, O . ; { 
ſhame to hear 'em ; upon which the Tyrant was || ©: 


| (a) Plutirth, in his. Tregtiſe of flittery, 
6b ) Arran, li, 8. de rebus Alex (© ) Puttarch. 
: : , ; {o 
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ſo offended, that-he commanded his Guard to 
take him preſently away, and carry him to the 


Mines , to work amongſt condemn'd perſons : 
Afterwards, the ſame Rhiloſopher being releas'd, 


and return'd to'the Court at the requeſt ofthis friends, 


it chanc'd, that the Tyrant caus'd a certain Poem 
of his own to be- Read in the prefence of him, 
and of all the other Philoſophers, commanding 
'&m to ſpeak their opinions of it ; all the reſt ex- 
toll'd the work to the Skies, ſome praifing the 
invention, and others the vein and grace of the 
Verſe, every one ſtriving who ſhou'd commend 
'em moſt, until ir came to the turn of this Phi- 
loſopher ; who inſtead of giving his Cenlure, 
call'd ſuddenly the Guards of the Tyrant, fay- 
ing, Come. my Mailers, carty me away to the Mines, 
for 1 cannot endure this extream folly ; and the Ty- 
rant, as it happen'd, being ina good humor took 
it not ill, bur was content to turn it to a Jeſt, 
which ' he Jaugh'd heartily at. 

9. Bur this Philoſopher, ſeeking to avoid Silla, 
fell into Charibdis; for by flying baſe flattery, he 
fell into another excremity , of impudent 
infolency, which is no leſs unfir and abſurd for 
Counſellors; who are to imitate the diſcreet and 
prudent modeſty of Hephefion Counſellor to Alex- 
ander the great; for tH6 he always admoni{h'd 
Alexander diſcreetly and freely as occaſion fcrv'd, 
yet he ever did ir in ſuch a manner, as that it 
ſeem'd rather to be Alexanders will and pleafure he 
ſhou'd do fo , than 'thar he challeng'd any 
ſuch right ro himſglf. (4) The like till ought a 


(4) Q. Curtins de 76h, getis Aiecand, 
WF, | Coun- 
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Counſellor ro uſe in contradicting or admoniſh- 
ivg his Prince, obſerving exactly his diſpoſition 
and humor ;* becauſe no Man is always alike 
diſpos'd to receive contradiction, orto hear of his 
faults , eſpecially in the preſence of others ; 
wherefore fit time and place is always to be choſen 
for that purpoſe, and tome plauſible preamble ro 


be us'd of the Princes praiſes for ſome of his good 


parts, which in ſuch a caſe is no flattery; bur a 
ſpur ro vertue, and may ſerve for a preparative 
to the Pill of admonition he means to give him; 
which he muſt give in ſo good terms, and with 
ſuch duriful reſpec, that the Prince may perceive 
it proceeds not from paſſion, or a Spirit of con- 
tradition, audacious infolency, or contempt, all 
which are moſt odious to Princes, but from an entire 
love and affction towards him; for fo. he will, 
if prudent, take the admonition in good part, 


and lay with Solomon, (4) that a wound from 4 


friend, is bitter than the kiſs of an Enemy. 

.10. To conclude, a Counſcllor may keep this 
Rule, to ſpeak always thus freely to the Prince 
himſelf, tho it be of his errors; bur never to 
others of him; but in his honor and commenda- 
tion, and tho the Prince be never a whir the 
better for his admonition, yer *as ſufficient he has 
done his duty, and thereby freed himlelt from 
being partaker of his Princes faults, as otherwiſe 
he wou'd be, if he ſhou'd not in all dutiful man- 
ner adviſe and admonilh him, as occaſion requires: 
And therefore tho he ſhou'd fear to incur his 


( a ) Prov, CaPe 27, WY Ga : | 
diſpleaſure 
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diſpleaſure, for his plainneſs,” yer he ought to diſ- 
charge his Conſcience, and ro fay as Themiſtocles 
ſayd ro Eurybides, (4) ( who took up a Staff to 
ftrize him for his freedom of Speech) Strike me, ſo you 
but hear me. afterwards. Finally, a Counſellor ſhou'd 


not expect that his Prince ſhou'd always follow his 


advice, nor much afflict himſelf if he do's nor : 
For tho Princes give. their Counſellors great . 
liberty co ſay what they will, yet they reſerve a 
oreater to themſelves, to do what they pleaſe. 
11, The fourth point, that a Counſellor is to 
conſider in himſelf, is, that it behoves him, to be 
grave and conſtant in his opinions; for levity and 
inconſtancy is a moſt evident ſign of folly. And 
to this end 'twill be neceſlary for him to deli- 
berare maturely, and conlider fully the matter * 
propounded, before he giv's his opinion; for as 


Seneca lays, (b) Sunt duo contraria conſilio, feſtinatio 


@ ira; Two things are contrary to Counſel, hat, and 
anger; and again, Deliberandum eft diu quod ſtatuen- 
dum eſt ſemel ; The thing that is once to be deter- 
mind, is to be deliberated at leiſure ; and to the 
ſame purpoſe Arifotle ſays, (c) That a wiſe Man 
ought to Counſel ſlowly, and to execute quickly. 

12. Wherefore he excludes very young Men 
from Counſcl] in matters of State, bins their 
natural hear, ſiys he, makes 'em over haſty in 
giving their opinions, and by reaſon of their 
want of experience, many reaſons, or difficulties 
occur not to them to be conlider'd, in which 


(a) Plu. in Themiflo. (b) Seneca in proverbiis, 
Ibid, (c) Anriſt, 6, Ethic, 


reſpect 
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reſpe& they reſolve eafily , haſtily, and with 
leſs judgment ; whereas Ancient Men both by 
reaſon of their cooler temper, and alſo of their 
greater experience, which gives 'em more matter 
of Diſcourſe, and more doubts to be reſolv'd, 
determin ſlowly and with far more judgment; fo 
that haſty reſolutions, are arguments of weakneſs 
of wir, or want of judgment, and therefore to be 
avoided by Counſcllors. 

12. The fifth point, is to fly, obſtinacy and 
wilfulneſs, the other extremity, oppoſite to levity, 
which 1s no leſs unfit for a wile Counſellor, than 
the other; for obſtinacy is always accompany'd with 
contention and contempt of other Mens opinions; 
and therefore is an Enemy to reſolution, which can 
never be taken where obſlinate and contentious 
Men meet in a Council. This defe&t proceeds 
commonly either from pride and preſumption of | t 
a Man's own wit, whereof I have ſpoken ſuffi- | « 
ciently in the beginning of this Diſcourſe, (4) or a 
from a falſe conceit that many Men have, that 'tis Þ t 
a ſhame for a wiſe Man to change his opinion, || © 
which is far otherwiſe: For thoa wiſe Man ought | t 
_ Hot ra do it lightly, and without great reaſon, ſ a 
yet when there is ſufficient cauſe, 'twere great tl 
ſhame and folly not to do it; and therefore Senccu { 
the Stoick , who according to the opinion of tt 
thoſe of his Sect, held, that 4 wiſe Man weverfi te 
changes his opinion, ( b ) expounds it in ſuch af © 
manner, that he includes in the opinion of aff tt 


he 


a == © fr fo s BY us 2. ln ae ae. Be. ed 


(4) Tom. x, Chap. x. num. ve 4« & 5. Oc 
(5) Seneca libs, 4, de bentfi, Caps 34s 


wile 
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wiſe Man a neceſſary exception, which is, if no- 
thing happens that may alter the caſe, and there- 
fore he alſo ſays, that 'Tis the property of fools to 
aſſure themſelves too much of the event of their Coun- 
ſels, and determinations; and that a wiſe Man know's 
what ſway error bears in the affairs of Men; bow un- 
certain all human things are; and how many accidents 
binder good and wiſe deſigns; (a ) whereupon he 
concludes, that 'tis no ſhame for wiſe Mcn 10 alter 
their opinions when- occaſion requires. Plato comparcs 
4 wife Man- to a good Gamſter, who accommodates 
his Play ro the Chances of the Dice; and fo ſays 
he (b) ſhou'd a wiſe Man his Counſels and 
courſe of Life to the occaſions ; which changing 
and varying with the cime, do often require new 


deliberations. 


14- Nevertheleſs, 'tis to be confider'd, that 
this change according to occaſions, is convenient 
only when the occalions change the fundamenral 
and chief reaſon of the firſt retolution ; for in all 
matters of Counſel many reaſons may concur to 
one end, whereof ſome may be more important. 
than others, and ſome one perhaps the ground 
and foundation of the reſt; otherwiſe ir falls our, 
that change of rimes and variety of occaſions, alter 
ſome conliderations, and circumſtances, and not 
the grounds and fundamental reaſons of the mat- 
ter; in which caſe the reſolution is nor to be 
chang'd ; for otherways Men wou'd be like wea- 
ther-cocks, which change with every wind ; ſeeing 
ume produces always ſome new difficulties, and 


(a) Ibid, (db) Plat, de Rep. lib, t0, 
C changes 
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changes ſome part of the reaſons, in all matters 
that require any long time for the execution ; 
whereupon ſome alteration of circumſtances in 
the deſign may follow, tho the reſolution may 
ſtand good as to the principal end. 

15, Wherefore "twere great levity and raſhneſ 
in any Man, to condemn other Mens Counſels, 
becauſe ſome of the Motives that induc'd 'em 
thereunto have fail'd; or becauſe the ſucceſs has 
not in the beginning anſwer'd their expeQations ; 
as may appear by the example of the wile Phocion 
of Athens, who having diſſwaded the Athenians from 
a certain enterpriſe which ſucceded well, being 
reproach'd therewith by ſome of his adverfarics , 
ſoyd, That he was vety glad of the good ſucceſs, 
bat did not repent him of his opinim; (a) and 
this he ſayd, partly becauſe he forcſaw a bad ſequel 
of their good beginning, as after it fell out; and 
partly becauſe a wiſe Man diſcharges his duty , if 
his Counſcl be well grounded upon good and 
ſound reaſon, tho the ſucceſs be not ſo good as 
he expedted ; ſecirg the event of all Mcns Coun- 
ſels is only in the hands of God, and cannot be 

sNuredly foreſeen, and much lefs warranted, by the 
Wiſdom -.of any Man; as I have ſufficiently de- 
clar'd elſewhere. (b)- | þ 
t6. To conclude this point, a wiſe Man ought 
always ſo ro ground his Opinions and Counlels 
upon Reaſon, Conſcience, and Juſtice, that what- 
focver the ſucceſs be , he may have no juſt caule 


[ 


(4) Tlut, in Timoleon &@ in Phocien, (b) Tom. 
-Chap. JI, 12, WG $7 . 
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to repent or retrat the ſame ; and therefore 
Ariftides having ſayd to. Dion:fius the Tyrant, who 
demanded one .of his Daughters in Marriage, 
(4) That he had rather ſee her burn d, than Manry'd 
70 a4 Tyrant , wou'd never retract or recall his 
words, tho it coſt him the Life of his Son; for 


when the Tyrant had Slain his Son, and atk*'d him 


whether he was ſtill of the ſame mind, concerning 
the Marriage of his Daughter, he anſwer'd, thar 
tho he was ſorry for what had happen'd to his 
Son, yet he repentcd not of what he had fayd; 
which conſtancy of Ariſtides, Plutarch greatly com- 
mends, as proceeding, ſays he, from an extraordinary 
and compleat vertue. | | 

17. The fixth point neceſſary in a Counſellor, 


/ "1s ſecrecy, whereof I have ſayd ſomewhat before, 


and here add, that Counſellors muſt underſtand 
that their Mouths are Seal'd up by their Princes, 
as Hepheſtion's Mouth was by Alexander the great, 
(b) who having ſhew'd him a ſecrer Letter, ſayd 
nothing to him, but took off his Sealing Ring and 
pur it ro his Lips ; this a young Counſ-llor muſt 
underſtand to paſs betwixt his Prince and him, 
when his Prince do's him the honor to make him 
of his Council, or to treat with him of matters 


| of State, whereof ſecrecy, is as Palcrius ſays, (c) 


Optimum & tutiſſimum vinculum ; The beſt and ſireſt 
bond. And therefore 'twas ſo much eſteem'd a- 
mongſt the Perfians, that they honor'd Silence for 
a God; and ſuch was the care and reſpett that 


(4 ) Plut. in Timoleen, (b ) Plut, in Alexandro, 
(c } Yaler. lib, x. Cap, 2. 
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the Romans had thereumo, that when King Eumenes 
came into the Senat to demand afliſtance againſt 
King Perſeus, 'twas never underſtood , as Liyy 
witneſſes, (a) either what he ſayd, or what any 
an{wer'd, until the War which the Romans made at 
his requeſt was ended; ſuch being the ſecrecy of 
the Roman Senators, tho very many in number, 
that as Valcrins ſays, it ſeem'd that, (6b) Not ſo 
much as one Man heard, that which was committed 
to the Ears of ſo many. | 
18. Nevertheleſs, great diſcretion is to b 
ts'd herein ; for a Man may as well be over 
_ ſecret in ſome caſes , as too open, I have noted 
ſometimes that ſome great Princes and Counſcllors 
for fear of diſcovering their deſigns, have either 
forborn to_ take ſufficient information and in- 
ſtruction, of ſuch as cou'd beſt inform 'em, and 
might haye been truſted, whereby they have gone 
blindly ro work ; or elſe they have ſought to 
inform themſclves in cloud's, by ſuch dark and 
obſcure queſtions, that they have been falſly, and 
11] inform'd; for the parties with whom they con- 
fer'd makirg a falſe conjeure of their drift, and 
anſwering 'em according to their own ſenſe, far 
otherwiſe than they wou'd have done, if they had 
known their meaning , have abus'd 'em againſt 
their wills, | | 
19. Again, ſome there are, who intending to 
be very ſecret, play as a Man may fay, ar croſs 
queſtions. 1 Knew a Counſellor, who being 


{ a) A minian, Marcellin, Ib, 21. Livins tb, 42, 
( b) FP aler, (ib, 2a Cap. So 
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commanded by his Prince to give him his opini- 
ON in a matter of exceeding great importance and 
ſecrecy, thought ro inform himſclt of ſome cir- 
cumſtances ſo cunningly, that his meaning ſhou'd 
not be ſo much as gueſs'd at : But the party with 


whom he treated being of an excellent Judgment, 


preſently underſtood ir, and tho he antwer'd him 
ro his great ſatisfaction, yer not thinking himſelf 


. any way bound to ſecrecy, becaute he had neither 


givin his Oath, nor his Word to the Counſellor, 
who ſ{hew'd no confidence in him abour the mar- 
ter, he wrote it to a great perſon, with whom he 
had correſpondence, by which means it was within 
a Month after fo publick, that ir came into the 
Roman Gazer, and from thence was publiſh'd 
throu' Chriſtendom, as the Counſellor himſelf 
has ſince told me; fo that in ſeeking information 
by Ridles and obſcure Queſtions, two incon- 
veniences are to be feard; the one, leſt you 
receive a falſe information ; the other, leſt you dit- 
cover the dcfign againſt your will. 

20. Thertfore to prevent theſe inconveniences, 
my opinion is, that when one muſt needs take 
Counſe], as in ſome cafes *tis abfolutly neceſlary, 
eſpecially for enterpriſes to be made in forraign 
and unknown Conntries, 'wwill be con- 
venient , if a ſufficient informer be found 
of 200d and fincere Conſcience, to deal plainly 
with him, and to ſhew confidence-in him ; raking 


nevertheleſs his Oath of ſecrecy, to bind him the 


more; and to uſe other means of courteſie and 
benefits to oblige him; and to do this with the 
lixing and leave of the Prince ; for the Counſcllors 

C 3 ; berter 
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better ſecurity; but when ſuch a confident and 


ſincere inform<r cannot be had, I think, that tho 


"twill be good to uſe all poſſible means and dili- 
gence to learn what is poſſible, without diſcovery 
of his i:.tention; yet nevertheleſs no great foun- 
dation is to be made of an information, taken by 
ſuch means; ' except it be of a matter of fact, 
wherein no Man that Knows truth, can falſly in- 
form, except he will wilfully lie ; but of matters 
of diſcourſe, depending upon the judgment of the 
informer, be he never ſo wiſe, ſmall reckoning 
is to be made, when he do's not fully underſtand 
the drift and intention of the propoler, 

21. The ſeventh point, which a Counſellor 
ſhou'd conſider in himſelf, is, that in the delibera- 
tion of all matters whatſoever, he be clear and 
free from all paſſion , and particular affection ; 
that 1s, from all reſpects, either of love, hatred, 
or envy to any one ; becauſe wiſe Princes are 
wont exactly. ro obſerve the humors and diſpoſitt- 
ons of their Counſellors, and to make ſmall ac- 
count of the advice or perſons of ſuch, as they 
find to be ſubje& to any of the aforeſaid imper- 
fetions; and with great reaſon; for as Saluft lays, 
(a) The mind do's not eafily ſee the trath, where 
paſſion and affeftion bears the ſway. Moreover, 
paſſion not only blinds the underſtanding of Man, 


bur alſo fo corrupts his will, that tho he ſees the Fri 


truth, yet he will not embrace it; which Juſtin 
_ obſerv'd very well in King Antiochus and his Coun- 
{cllors; for when Hanibal had Counſel'd him, to 


# 


(4) Salut, in Catilin. ' 


invade 
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invade Italy, his Counſel, fays Juſtin, (4) was 
reje&ted; partly becauſe the chief Counſelors , 
- | and favorits of 4micchas, fear'd that it "twere ad- 
y | mitted, Hanibal might grow 1n more credit and 
- | favor with Anticchus than they ; and partly becaule 
y | Antiochus himiclf, doubred, left his own glory mrght 
, | be in ſome part obſcur'd, if he {hou'd be thought 
- | to do any thing by Haibals advice ; ſo peſtilent 
is the paſſion of envy and emulation, rhar it - 
makes a Man ſometimes Enemy of his own pri- 
vate, no leſs, than of the publick good. 

22. Wherctore Ariftides of Athens, (b) being 
ſcott Embaſſador with Themiffocles, his Enemy , 
r | wild him, ar their departure out of the Town, 
l- | that they might leave all their emulations and 
d I quarrels behind 'em at the Gate, leſt their private 
3 | paſſions mighr hind-r the publick good of the 
» | Common-wealth, In like manner all Counſellors, 
e || that have any particular quarrels, or dilguſts a- 
- | mongſt themiclves, ought to leave 'em ar the 
- | Council-chamber-Joor , when they enter 1n. 
y | The like may alſy be fiyd of the reſpects of 
- Þþ private friend{Hhip, or of other Mens greatnels and 
S, | favor with the Prince ; which reſpects are many 
re tim.s no [fs hurtfal in Councils, than envy or 
', Parred; for that they make Mcn conceal their 
1, Yown judgments, becaule they will not diſguſt fone 
ie friend, or ſome great Man, that holds a contrary 
in fopinion; inſomuch, that it falls our many times, 
2+ Fthar ſome favorit of the Prince ,- having once 
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(a}) Tyft, hift, lib 34G ( b ) Plutarch in his 
Apotheg. of Kings and Priaces, 


$4. utter'd 


e 


- 40 * A Treatiſe of Chap. 2, 


utter'd his conceit, th6 none of the wiſeſt; carries 
after him all the reſt without contradiction ; and 
ſo the beſt opinions are either conceal'd, or not 
ſo well debated, as were convenient. 

23. For the prevention and remedy of this in- 
convenience, the wiſe Coſino de Medices Duke of 
Florence , and Philip the 1I. King of Spain , us'd 
ro propoſe their moſt important matters , to 
their Counſcllors , firſt by writing , command- 
ing 'em to ſet down their opinions , with 
their reaſons; and not to communicate the| 
fame with any other ; and afterwards if they 
thought it needful, they aſſembl'd 'em in their 
preſence , to hear 'em debate 'and defend their 
own opintons ; which proceeding was very pru- 
dent; for ſo, every Counſellor gave his opinion 
freely withour paſſion or reſpect to any other; and 
for his own honor. and reputation defended ir fo 
far, as reaſon wou'd permit; whereby matters 
were throughly debated and well dilcuſs'd. 

24. To conclude this point, Counſellors muſt 
fay of all particular reſpects, as Popilius the Roman, 
being ſent Embaſſador to King Antiochus his old 
friend, fayd unto. him of their former friendſhip; 
(a) Favewel private friendſhwy, when publick matters 
are in hand; this Counſellors, when they come tof 
the Council Table, ſhou'd both ſay and praGtiſe; 
laying aſide all private and particular reſpedts 
either to one another, or to themlelves ; as 
having nothing elle before their Eyes in all 
their deliberations, bur the publick good; the 


(a) Infting lib. 34. 
- ſervice 
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ſervice of Gad , their Prince , and their 
Country. | 

25. The eighth and laſt point, which I wou'd 
wiſh a youn Counſellor to conſider, concerning 
himſelf, is the danger both of Hum and Divine 

aniſhmene. which he will incur, if he corrupts 
or ſ:duces his Prince by ill Counſ:l, becauſe his 
Prince, if he has Grace to ſee his own error , 
cannot "but hate and deteſt the Author and Coun- 
ſellor thereof ; as did King Henry the V. (a) 
who repenting the Riotous courſe of his youth, 


baniſh'd from his Court all thoſe who had milled 


and feduc'd him, as I have noted before, (b) 
But thv he ſhou'd eſcape the diſgrace or puniſh- 
ment of his Prince, yet he may juſtly fear the 
hatred of the People, and his own inſuing de- 
ſtruction; as I have before ſignifi'd upon another 
occaſion, (c) in Pierce Gaverſton, the Spencers, 
and other Counſellors of Edward the Il. and 
Richard the II. tro whom I may add Emſon and 
Dudly, put to Death by King Henry the VIIL in 
the beginning of his Reign, to ſatisfle the impor- 
tunity of the People ; who demanded Juſtice a- 
gainſt 'em, for the bad Counſel they had giv'n to 
Kivg Henry the VII. in matters of exattions, im- 
poſitions, and pecuniary penalties. 

26. And Plararch allo notes, (d)- that the 


Counſellors and favorites of Apollodorus , Phalaris , 


Dionyſius , Nero, and other Tyrants, were rack'd, 


(a) Pold. Firg. & Io. Sto. in Henr, (b) Tom. 2. 
Chap. x. num. 23. { c ) Ibid. num. 24. Stow in Hen. $8. 
(d ) Plurar:h in his Treagiſe, that Philoſophers ſhouw'd 
converſe with Princes, 

flead, 
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] 
flead, burnt, and otherwiſe moſt ervelly rorment- | | 
ed by the People; And juftly, fays he, becauſe he |! 
who corrupts, or ſeduces a Prince, deſcrves no li(3 to be | | 
abhorr'd of all Men, than one that Jhou'd poyſon a pub- | | 
lick - Fountain , wherecf all Men muſt drin'._; ſceing, I 
that upon the Princes Example and Authority , c 
depends the good or bad State of all his Subjects; 

and therefore he who miſleads the Prince, do's | | 
a very great injury to the Common- wealth, and 
owes his penalty, no leſs ro the People, than ro 
the Prince himſelf. In which reſpe&, Plararch alto 
notes, (a) That the People after Nero's Death, made 
continual inflance for the pun ifhment of Tigellinus, 
his wicked Counſellor and corrupter ; as for a pub- 
lick debr due to the Common-wealth , ' which at 
length they obtain'd of Orho, Succellor ro Galba. 
27. But tho neither the Prince nor the People 
exact this debt of a wicked Connſcllor, yer he 
ſhall be ſure ro pay ic Eternally ro Almighty God, 
if he repent not, and fatishe his Juſtice other- 
wiſe. For if Not only thoſe who do ill, are worthy 
of Death, as the Apoſtle ſays, but alſo thoſe , who 
conſent thereunts; (by much more guilty are Coun- 
ſellors of evil, who are either the principal Aus 
thors, if they invent it; or arbiters: and aſſociates 
in the higheſt degree, "if they approve and con- | 
firm it; therefore, bow hateful fuch are to Al- 
mighty God, It appears by the examples of Achito- 
phel and ns, the one Counlellor to Abſalon, (c) 
and the other to Aſſuerns, (d) whole wicked Coun- 


(4) Put. in Otho; (b) Rom, cap. x, Ver, 323 
(c) » Reg. cap. z7, ver, 23- (d Eſther cape 7» Ver. -% 
{cls 


himſelf acknowledging God's Juſtice, 
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ſels God did not only, fruſtrate and infatuate, as 
the Scripture ſays, bur alſo puniſh nfoſt exemp- 


Jarly in this Life; making the one of 'em his 


inſtrument to execute Juſtice upon himſelf, and 
turning the wicked Counſel of the other to his 
own deſtruction. | 

28. The like may be obſerv'd in ſome Coun- 
ſellors of King Henry the VIII. as in Cardinal 
Wolſey, who upon a diſguſt, which he bad taken 
againſt Charles the Emperor, Counſc!'d the King to 
repudiate his lawful Wite Queen Catherin, Aunt 
to the ſaid Emperor; and ro Treat a Marriage 
wich the Dutcheſs of Alengon, Siſter to Francis King 
of France. Burt King Henry being then fallln in 
Love with the Lady Ann Bullen, took hold of the 


 Cardinal's Counſcl, for the Divorce of Queen Ca- 


therin, but not for the Match with the French King's 
Siſter; and th6 the Cardinal promisd the King 


' to do his endeavour to procure; that Pope Cle- 


ment the VII. ſhou'd approve, and ratifie the 
Divorce; nevertheleſs, being made Legat toge= 
ther with Cardinal Campegius for the hearing, and 
determination of the cauſe, and not able to pro- 
cure the Popes conſent to the Divorce, inrelſpect_ 
of the evident injuſtice, he fell ſo deeply into the 
Kings diſgrace, that he was firſt depriv'd by a 
Premunire, not only of the Office of Lord Chan- 
cellor, and all his Temporal Authority ; bur of 
all his Moveable Goods, and Poſkflions, which 
were of incredible value, and within a while after, 
was apprehended as a Traytor, and going Priſoner 
towards London , dy'd for ſorrow by the way, he 


25. To 
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29. To 'which purpoſe Stow relates in his 


Cronicle, that the Cardinal lying upon his Death 
Bed, ready to give up the Ghoſt, ſayd ro Mr. 
Kingſton, Conſtable of the Tower, who was ſent 
with ſome of the Kings Guards ro con- 
vey him to London, (a) If 1 had, ſayd he, ſerv'd 
God, as diligently, as I haye ſerv'd the King, he wou'd 
not bave left me in my old Age, but this is the 
Juſt reward that 1 muſt receive, for the diligent pains 
and ſtudy, that 1 have had to do him ſervice, not ve- 
garding my ſeryice to God , but only to ſatisfie his 
pleaſure; ſo he requeſted Mr. Kingſton ro belcech 
the King in his behalf, ro call ro mind, all thar 
had paſs'd betwixt them two, in his weighty matter, 
meaning that of his Divorce, and gtving-to un- 
derſtand, that he had therein eſpecially neglected 
his duty to God, for the ſatisfaction of the Kings 
pleaſure, and therefore the ſame had juſtly rurn'd 
to his overthrow; nevertheleſs,” it ſeems he dy'd 
very Penitent, for as Stow reports, he was found 
after his Death to have a Hair Shirt next - 
Body, whereby it appears, that he might wel 
fay with the Royal Propher, (b) 'Tis well for me 
© Lord, that thou haſt humbl'd me, and that Almighty 
God of his Infinite Mercy puniſh'd him hcre 
Temporally to fave his Soul Erernally. 

20. To him I will add another Counſellor of 
King Henry, I mean the Lord Cromwel, who 
Govern'd the whole Kingdom for ſome time, not 
only in Temporal, but alſo in Spiritual Aﬀairs ; 


{ a ) Stow an. 22. reg, Henre 9, ts fine & an, Dom. 
1530, (b ) Pal. 118, Ver, 78 


having 


pd Wh ann be gn. W73 ga 5-2 cos 


(> > O 


Ga, 


wW. 


Js 


Part. 2. Policy and Religion. 45 


having the Title, and Authority of the Kings 
Vicar General for «Eccleſiaſtical, and Spiritual 
cauſes; inſomuch, that he had abſolute command 
over Biſhops, Arch-biſhops, and the whole 
Clergy ; and Sate as Preſident in their Convoca- 
tions, and Aſlemblies, and made Eccleſiaſtical 
Decrees, and Injundtions, being nevertheleſs a 
meer Lay-man. 

31. This Lord Cromwel , being defirous to 
make a particular demonſtration of his Loyalty 
rowards the King, and the great care he had of 


his Perſon, and Service; caus'd a moſt unjuſt 


Statute to be enacted, which was, that if any Man 
were accus'd of Treaſon againſt the Kings Perſon, 
he might be condemn'd in abſence, without, ever. 
being admitted to anſwer for himſelf ; but ſhortly 
after it pleas'd Almighty God fo to diſpoſe, that 
he himſelf was the fiſt, and the only Man upon 
whom the fame Srature was executed, even then 
when he thought himſelf moſt ſccure , and aſſur'd 
of the Kings tavor; for being made Lord High 
Chamberlain of England, and Earl of Eſſex, he 
was apprehended within three Months after, as he 
date in Council, and condemn'd by A& of Parlia- 
ment, not only of High Treafon , but of Herelte 
alſo; and preſently after Beheaded without. any 
farther Tryal, by vertue of the Statute which he 
bimſelf had procur'd to be made ; ſo that we may 
traly ſay of him with the Pſalmiſt, (a) Sorrow 
tas turd npon his own head, and bis iniquity fell upon 
bis own Crown. | 


( 4 ) Pale 7, Ver. 17% EE: 
22, Moreover, 
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32, Moreover, it may ſeem worthy of conſider-þ 
ation, that he having been the chick Counſellor, 
and principal inſtrament of King Henry, as well in 
the ſuppreſſion of Religious Houles, as for the 
Death, and Deſtruction of many Religious Men; 
it pleas'd God fo to ordain, that he was condem- 
ned, and executed for matter of Religion, thar is, 
for Hereſie, even during the time of his Vicariat, 
or Subſtitution to the King in Religious and Ec- 
clcftaſtical cauſes. 

23. It may alſo be obſerv'd for ſome part of 
God's juſt Judgment upon him, that whereas he 
had - caus'd the King fecretly ro make a League 
with the Proteſtants of Germany, in prejudice off. 
his Ancient League with the Houſe of Burgundy, 
Jarely before renew'd, and confirm'd betwixt him, | * 
and the Emperor Charles the V. it lo fell out, 
that the ſame was alſo one ſpecial cauſe that con- 
curr'd to his deſtruction; for when the Emperor 
underſtood” of the ſaid Confederacy, and greatly } 
expoſtulated with the King for the breach of his 
former League, and Amity with him ; the King 
ſeeing ar the ſame rime that Francis the French King 
had fuffer'd the Emperor to paſs quietly throu'f 
France to Flanders, for the pacification of thef 
troubles a little betore rais'd there, whereof I have 
ſpoken heretofore, (a) and that the faid troubles 
were ſuddenly appeas'd, and that all the Emperor the 
affairs, as well in Germany, as elſewhere, had mor v1 
proſperous ſucceſs then was expected ; King Henry £0: 
noting this, and fearing the event of his tecret,Þ no 
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| and new League, with the Emperors Enemies , 
lay'd all the fault upon the Lord Cromwel, by 
inf whom he ſayd that League was made, without 
7 | his Commiſhon, or knowledge ; at ſuch time as 
1: | the ſaid Lord Cromwel was his Embaſſzdor in 
n- | Gzrmany; and to the end, that the Emperor might 
the rather be perſuaded of the truth thereof, he 
caus'd the Lord Cromwel to be ſuddenly pur to 
c-| Death in ſuch a manner, as I before declard; ſo 
that we may ſee how true it is which the Greek 
offi Poer lays, "WY 4X9 Bgny T@ Cynwoavre X& XeF 54s 
he ſÞ Bad Counſel is wort of all to the Counſeller, which 
ue I pray God all Counſellors of Princes may well 
of |. and duely conſider. 


S— IEEE 
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uy | hat a Counſellor ought to conſider in his 
his} Prince , are his Conſcience,” his Commodity, 
rel and his Reputation 


Ju Counſellor is to conſider in his Prince 
he A principally three things ; his Conſcience, 
his Commodity, and his Reputation 

les of which three, I place Commodity in 
ors the midſt, becauſe 'ris to be ballanc'd and weigh'd 
YR with both the other, ſeeing nothing can be truly 
nj | commodious which is not agreeable ro both; and 
cr, 0 Temporal commodity can recompence the loſs 
of cither of 'tm. And firſt ro ſpeak of Con- 
ſcience; the word Conſcience, is differently un- 

ud derſtood, 


"g8 A Treatiſe of Chap. 3, 


derſtood, and commonly taken for an at, con- 
ſrſting in the application of our knowledge to our 
action , for that Conſcientia eſt Scientia, cum alio; 
Conſcience is Knowledge, with an other thing. (a) 
In which ſenſe, Conſcience may err, when we 
err in knowledge, or apply our true knowledge 
erroneouſly to our ations ; wherefore I will not 
treat of Conſcience here in this ſenſe, bur on] 
as it is the (b) firſt natural habit in the Soul of 
Man ; which never errs, and ſo Conſcience is the 
pureſt., and higheſt part of reaſm, whereby we n4- 
zurally difcem betwixt good and evil, rejecting the evil 
and approving the good; whereupon grows remorſe 
and repentance in our . Souls after an evil aQ, 
and contentment after a good: In which reſpe& 
Origen ſays, (c) that Conſcience is ; The Goyernit 
and Teacher of the Soul, whereby 'tis diver:ed from 
evil, moy'd 10 good, admoniſh'd, reprov'd. and chaſtis'd. 
Yaint Baſil, as Saint Thomas notes, (d) .call'd it 
Natarale judicatorium ; The natural faculty of Judgment; | 
whereof Saint Auſtin ſpeaks, when he fays, (e) 
that there are in the Soul of Man, Certain infal- 
lible Rules, true and incommutable lights of vertue ; | tl 
whereby every one conceives and judges truly offf fr 
che general principles of the office and duty of 
Man. Saint .Chryſoſftom ſpeaking of Conſcience,F h 
fays, (f) that Almighty God has plac it intheſ} 9 
Soul of Man, as a Judge which is ever vigilant,N (; 
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'Ca) D. Tho: ». d. 24s 4. to dfs 4.ce (b) Wdem 
Te Þ. q. 79: ar, I; 112 Cor. (ec) Origen, hb. 2. in 
ad Rom, c. %» ( d ) $8. Baſil. apud D. Tho 1. pe % 
379. are Ie Cd. (e) Avg. lib, 2. de libero, arbit. 10 
(f ) Ghryſo#, To, 24 Concioe 4. de Lezaro, 


and 


Part, 2. Policy and Religion, 49 


and attentive to his actions ; not to be corrupted, in- 
exorable, inflexible , and ſearching into his very 
thoughts and intentions; whereupon it follows, 
that after any fin or offence committed, a Mans 
own Conſcience juſtly judges and condemns him, 
wichout any other acculer or witneſs than himſelf. 
Laſtly, Saint Thomas calls it, (4) Lex naturalis; 
A natural Law,' or the Law of Nature; by the 
light whereof the very Pagans know thoſe things 
which .are commanded by the Law of God, as 
the Apoſtie teſtifies, laying, (b) The Gentils. who 
haye not the Law, that is, the Written Law of God, 
do naturally perform thoſe things which are of the Law ; 
and not having the Law, are 4 Law to themſelves, and 
ſhew that they have the work of the Law written in 
their hearts; their own Conſciences givin teſtimony unto 
them, and their ſecret thouchts accuſing or defend- 
ing 'em in the Day of Judgment ; Where- 
by ic appears, that thoſe who live accor- 


; | ding to the Rule of Reaſon, the Law of Narure, 


and the Law of God, which always conform one 
to another, act according to Conſcience; and on 
the other ſide , thoſe who decline and ſerve 
from any of 'em, a& againſt Conſtience. 

2. Now then, for as much as our Eternal 
happineſs depends upon the integrity and purity 
of Conſcience, in which reſpe& our Savior ſays, 
(c) Bleſſed are the pure in heart, for they jhalb ſee 
God, Ir follows, that nothing can be truly profi- 
table which is contrary to Conſcience , for what- 


(4) D, Tho, quod. lib. 3, ar, 661% (b} Rom, 
vs Ver, 4s 15«-16, ( © ) Math, 5. 8, 
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ſoever hinders our greateſt good, which is our 
Salvation, draws us allo into the greateſt ' miſery 
'that can be, which is Ecernal Damnation, and there- 
fore cannot be good and profitable, but moſt perni- 
cious ; for as our Savior ſays, What do's it profit 
4 Man to gain the whole world if he looſe his Soul ? 
And therefore Saint Auftin lays very well, (a) 
that he who Counſels a Man contrary to his Sal- 
vation, has Pallium conſulentis & venenum perimentis ; 

The Cloak of a Counſellor, and the Poyſon of a Mur- 
derer. Whereupon it follows, that the firſt and 
chief thing that every Gounſclior ought to regard, 

is, that his Counſel be ſo grounded upon Con- 
ſcience, that God be not offended, nor his Princes 
Conſcience wounded thereby ; which latter were 
of it ſeif no ſmall miſery, tho God ſhou'd not 
otherwiſe puniſh the evil fat; for as on' the one 
fide, There can be no- greater happineſs in the Life of 
Man, than tranquility and quietneſs of” Conſcience , as 
Saint Auſtin ſays, (b) fo on the other fide, there 
can be no greater miſery or torment, then Note, 
dieg, ſuum geſtare in peftore teftem. To carry dy 
and night the tſtimony of a Man's wickedneſs in his 
own breaft, 

2. And tho Princes do not ave at the firſt 
feel the prick of. Conſcience, whilſt the pleaſure, 
or commodity of wicked Counſel is. yet freſh; 
nevertheleſs, afterwards they are ſtung and vous 
with 1t, at one time or other; ſuch being the 


nature of the Worm of. Conſcience , that” tho | 


(4) Avg. in Plal, 119, (bY) Avg. de Civits 
Det, libs 21, Invenal. | 
ſome- 
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ſometimes it ſeems to ſleep, yet at other times ir 
gnaws and bites bitterly; God having of his in 
finire Wiſdom and Mercy ſo ordain'd, as Saint 
Chryſujtom witneſſes; (a) Leſt if "nwere continual, it 
wou'd nor be ſupportable, and if it were not frequent , 

it wowd quickly be forgatten or contemn'd: But how- 

lever 1t may ſcem to fleep in proſperity, it never 
fil's to prick and ſting in adverſity ; giving teſti= 
mony to wicked Men of God's juſt Judgment up- 
on 'em ; for as Saint Gregory ſays, (h) Culpa clau- 
1 it oculos, Cc pans aperit ; Offence, cr fin Jhuts the 
Fres, and puniſhment opens 'em. To which purpoſe 
W ſys of the wicked Man; (c) Mem God jhall 
uniſh him, according to his deſert, thn he will know, 

ht he Yo ſunn'd. The Children of Jab being 
ken for Spies and detain'd in Zgypr, felr preſent- 
of * remorſe , for their fin of ſellirg their 

other Joſeph, ſaying, (d) We ſuffer this worthily. 


2 ne wicked King Antiochits, having receiv'd great 
” rerthrows in Perſia, and Jude, and being alfo tor- 
1,y ſented with a horrible, and mortal deſcale: (e) 
nos ow FRENORT , ſays be, the hurt I haye done in 


ralem, &c. and know , that therefere all theſe 
@ Piſnies are fallen upon me. And Mauritius the Em- 
-e ſor, ſeeing his Children Kill'd before his Face, 
M. $4 himſelf alſo defign'd for Slaughter, ac- 
oy nowledg'd God's Futtice, ſaying, (f) Thou art 
he Þ © Lord, and thy judgments are right, and full of 
be WY). The like may be noted in Alphonſus 


( a ) Ch: yo . in 16, Luc. concio, As ( b ) Gres, 
loþ, > 2 ( C ) Tob, ?feo Os ( 4 T Gen. <Q 2s ils 
) t Machab, 6,1z> (Ff) Nicephor, lis 18, Cape 40. 
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King of Naples, of whom I have ſpoken before, 
(4) and infinite others whom T omit for brevity 
fake; and this all wicked Counſellors ought well 
ro conſider and fear ; in reſpec. of the hurt that 
may thereby enſue, as well to themſelves, as to 
their Princes ; becauſe the Worm of Conſcience 
breeds not only remorſe, and repentance of the 
evil at, but alſo hatred both of the Counſel, and 
Counſellor; as it did in King Adelſlan, the firl 
Monarch of England, after the entry of the Saxon, 
(5) who, being ſeduc'd by the bad Counſel, and 
falſe ſuggeſtions of one of his fayorites, baniſh! 

his Brother Edwin unjuſtly, commanding him tf | 
be ſet to Sea, with only one Servant, in a. Bot 
without a Sail, wherein he periſh'd; which when 
King Adelſtan underſtood, he fell into ſuch a remort: 
_ of his own offence, and fo much repented 1, 
thar he not only took upon him Seven Yearſ 
Pennance, but alſo grew by little and little te 
deteſt and abhor his fayorit, 'who had Counlelli 
him to it; inſomuch, that in the end he cut ol 
his Head; taking occaſion upon certain words 0 
his, who being his Cup-bearer, and coming on 
Day to give him Drink in a Solemn and publi 


Feaſt, and chancing to fumble with one Foot fc 
and to recover himſelf with- the other, fayd, 4 
one Brother helps ancther; whereupon the King re gs 
membring the loſs of his Brother, was ſo mor * 


thereby, that he caus'd him preſently ro be” take 
and Executed, 


(fa) Guice. lib. x, cap, 22. nm. 6. 7.8, ( b) 6 Iſa 
Maiſmesbs tis 2» Ca, 6, Matth, Y Y efimonaſt, an. 934+ 
4, Farth 


| of ſeventy thouſand of his Subjes, for numbring 
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4. Farthermore, a Counſellor is to conſider, 
that Counſelling his Prince againſt his Conſcience, 
he endangers not only his Princes Soul, as I have 
fignift'd before, but alſo his Temporal State, <x- 
poling him and ir, to the juſt wrath and puniſh- 
ment of Almighty God; upon whoſe Will depend 
the States of all Princes, as I have largely prov'd 
already. Bcſides, no Man knows for how ſmall 
an offence in the fight of Man, God may puniſh 
a Prince in his Perſon or State. Moyſes for a little 


| diſtruſt in the promiſe of God, dy'd before he 


enter'd into the Land of Promiſe. (a) King Saul 


| was rejeted by Almighty God, and diſpolle(s'd 


of his Kingdom, for reſerving ſome part of the 
Spoyl of Amaleck, at the requeſt of the People, 
contrary to the commarid of the Prophet. (b) 
David was puniſh'd with the loſs and deſtruction 
'em. (c) And Ezechias for his vain glory, in 
ſhewing his Treaſure to the Embaſſadors of the 
King of Babylon, was threaten'd by the Prophet, 
with the Spoyl of his Pallace, and Captivity of 
his Poſteriry, which was afterwards fuifll'd. (d) 
5. Bur of all other aQs againſt Conſcience ; 
for which God puniſhes Princes and their States, 
nore are more pernicious to a State, than ſuch 
ds are commitced with intention and hope to be- 
nefic the State, for how little ſoever ſome of 'em 
may ſeem to be in their own nature, yet they 


(a) Num, ca. 200 Deut. ca, xz, (6) 1 Reg.c,urg! 
(e) 2 Reg. caqz4» (4d) 4 Reg,ca. 20 2 Par. a, 32s 


Iſa, £4. 39, | 
| D 2 have 
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have one circumſtance , which greatly aggravates} - 
'em, and makes 'em very hainous in the fight of 4 
God; ſeeing that wicked Policies commonly pro- , 
ceed from diſtruſt or want of bclief in God's Pro- - 
vidence; for no Man who fincerely believes, that 

all States depend upon God's Will, and Provi ; 
dence, can with any reaſon perſuade himſelf, that , 
any thing which is offenfive to God, can be 'good 4 
for the State ; and therefore no wonder if Al-|| * 
mighty God, who of his juſtice puniſNes ſinners : 
many times, by the ſame means whereby they of- , 
fend him, often turns the wicked Policies of ; 
Machevillians to their own deſtrudtions, ordaining, as c 
Salome lays, (a) That what the wicked Man fears, c 


Jhou'd fall upon him. 


6. So it fell out to Pharao, who fearing left the k 
Children of Tſracl might multiply overnauch to || 
Io 
the danger of his State, oppreſs'd 'em wrongfully; C 
(5) and commanded. that their Male Children u 
iſhou'd be caſt into the River, as ſoon as they q 
were Born ; neverthelc{s, the more they were op- ||, 
1 ) - a #1 ul 
prel>'d, the more they encreas'd and multiply d. 


And throu' the [pectal Providence of God, Moyes þ 
was fav'd from drowning, and nouri{h'd by Pharos \ 
own Dauginter; (c) and by his Miniſtry the 
Children of 1ract were deliver'd, Zgypt Spoyld, 

and Pharao himſelf with all his Army drown'd, (4d) 
So it allo fell out to the fews, who fearing leſt 
Chriff, if he ſhou'd live any time, wou'd draw q 
!o many to beiiceve in him, that the Romans wou'd 


{ a) Proverb. ro, 24* (5 ) Exod. 1, { c ) Ibid, 
Cae ts { & } LDids Ca. Ie 


calily 
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eaſily deſtroy their Temple and Nation, for want 
of People to defend the fame, reſfolv'd to Kill 
him, (4) and fo drew upon themlelves, and their 
Temple , the deſtrution which they foughr ro 
prevent; God ſo diſpoling, for the puniſhment of 
their wickednels, that the Romans ſhou'd afterwards 
utrerly deſtroy their Temple and Country, as [ 
have before fully declar'd ; (b) Whereupon Sainc 
Auſtin ſays, (c) That whiljt for fear f" loofing their 
Temporal State, they contemn'd the Eternal ; they juſtly 
loft both. | 

7. The like Juſtice and Judgment of Almighty 
God may be noted in King A4ſtiages, (d) who 
fearing that his Daughter's flue might deprive him 
of his Kingdom, thought ro prevent .ir by the 
Murder of her Son Cyrus, commanding Harpagus 
to deſtroy him, as foon as he was Born; but 

God ſo dilÞos'd, that the Child was fav'd con- 

trary to the expectation of 'em both; who atter- 
wards diſpollels'd Aftiages of his Kingdom, with 

the aſſiſtance of Harpagus, whom Aftiages had made 

the inſtrument of his wickedneſs. So allo it 

happen'd to Amulius; (e) who thinking to affure 

bis own State, by the Murder of his two Neptews, 

Romultts and Remus, caus'd 'em to be exposd in 

the Woods, when they were new Born; to the 

end they might be devour'd by wild Beaſts, or 

otherways periſh; whom nevertheleſs ir pleas'd 

God to preſerve, and by the means of Romalas, 

to diipoſleſs amulius of his Kingdom. 


( a) Toan, cap. rr, (bY) Tom. I, cap. 19, 
[C) Ange Traft, 49, in Town, (4d) init, lib. bo 
(ee) idern lib. 4zz, Plutrrch m Romuto, 

| DA $, Bur 
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$8; But to ſpeak of Chriſtians. In the time of 
the Emperor Palentinian the III. Attila the Scithian, 
and King of the Humn's, (4) who call'd himſelf 
Flagellum Dei, The Scourge of God , invaded the 
Roman Empire, with an Army of eleven hundred 
thouſand Men, and having already poſlcſt himſelf 
of all Punnonia, fince call'd Hungary, pals'd throu' 
Germany into France ; uſing all Kinds of cruelty up- 
on all ſorts of Chriſtians, threatening utter ruin, as 
well ro Chriſtian Religion, as to the Roman Em- 
pire ; whereupon the famous Captain Ztrizs, being 
aſſiſted by Theodoricus King of the Goths, and divers 
other Princes, gave him Batre! in France , not 
far from Orleans, in which Battel there were Slain 
a hundred and fourſcore thouſand on both ſides, / 
and Attila overthrown in ſuch a manner, that he 
had no means to ſave his own Perſon, but by 
retiring himſelf into his Camp, where he fortifi'd 
himſelf, and nevertheleſs might eaſtly have been 
either kild or taken, and Chriſtendom hereby deliver'd 
from a, moſt potent and dreadful Enemy, if Ztius 
wou'd have us'd his urmoſt endeavour; who pre- 
terring reaſon of State, befare true Chrifian Zeal, 
and God's Service ; ſpar'd him, fearing leſt if he 


were utterly overcome, the Goths, who had al- 
ready Conquer'd all Spain, and a great part of 
France, wou'd be far more dangerous to the Roman 
Empire, being freed from the fear of Attila, who 
was a common Enemy to both ; for which re- 


ſpe , he ſufferd him to eſcape with the Re- 


licks of his Army into Hungary; which by the juſt 


( 4 } Paul Diar, lib. 15, 
Judgment 
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Judgment of Almighty God, turn'd as well to the 
deſtruction of Ztius, as to the great danger of the 
Empire; for #tius being return'd moſt Trium- 
phant ro Rome, fell ſhortly after into the diſgrace 
of the Emperor , who ſuſpedted, that he had 
ſpar'd Arrillato make bimlelt Emperor by his aſ- 
fiſtance ; whereupou he Slew Ztius with his own 
hand, and Attilla having within a while repair'd 
his Army was more terrible and noiſome to the 
Roman Empire than before ; for he came into Italy, 
puting all to Fire and Sword , raz'd Aquileia 
to the ground, took Payia, fack'd and deſtroy'd 


Milan, and march'd ateds Rome to belicge it; 


which he had done, if he had not been diverted 
from it by Pope Leo the great, who going him- 
ſelf in Perſon ro him, perſuaded him to defiſt 
from the enterpriſe , and to retire himſelf into 
Hungary, as he did preſently ; and being demand- 
ed by ſome of his Nobility, why he chang'd his 
reſolution ſo ſuddenly, he anſwer'd, that he durſt 
not do otherwiſe; becauſe two grave old Men 
apparelPd like Prieſts , ſtood by Pope Leo all the 
time of their Conference, with Swords in their 


| hands, and threaten'd to kill him 1t he did nor (a- 


tisfie the Pope. Burt to return to Alias, we lee 
in him the bad ſucceſs of his Policy , and how it 
turn'd to his deſtruction, when he preferr'd 
reaſon of State before Conſcience , and the 
Service of God. (a) 


(4) Blondus deced, x, lib. 2, Sabellic, Ennead, $, 
lib, Is Baron, G12a 4527s 


9.  Hereunto 
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g. Hereynto I may add ſome others of latter 
time, of whom I have alſo ſpoken before upon 
other occaſions ; as Ceſar. Borgia, the Mirror of 
Machiavels Prince, who determining to Poyſon 
Cardinal Comerti, Poyſon'd his own Father and 
himſelf. (a) In like manner the Queen . of 
Hungary , thinking to maintain her ſelf and her 
Son in the unjuſt Poſlefſion of that Kingdom, 
againſt Ferdinand then King of Romans, and after 
Emperor, cray'd aid of Solzman the great Turk, by 
whom both ſhe and her Son were depriv'd of 
their Kingdom. (b) And laſtly, I may conclude 
with a moſt manifeſt example of God's exemplar 
Juſtice in this Kind, extended ſome Years fince , 
ro Henry the III. King of France, who reje- 
ing Conſcience in the breach of his Oath , over. 
threw both himſelf and his State, ' by the ſame 
means, whereby he thought to preſerve both ; which 
was, by the Slaughter of the Cardinal and Duke 
of Guiſe, after his Reconciliation with *'em, con- 
firm'd on his part by Soſemn Oaths ; with many 
Imprecations, and Maledictions againſt himſelt, 
giving himſclf to the Devil, Body and Soul, in 
caſe he meant, or ſhou'd attempt any thing 9 againſt 
'<m; receiving alſo the Bleſſed Sacrament pub- 
lickly for their farther aſſurance; which promile 
and Oath he was bound in Conſcience to per- 
form, notwithſtanding any former act or demert of 
theirs ; yer nevertheleſs, he caus'd the Duke to 
be kili'd in his own Preſence, and the Cardina! 


(a) Tom, r. Chap, nz. mum. 4. @ $5. Guia” 
lid, 6 (bY Gurius in Comments als 1546 


re 
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the next day after; whereby he thought he had 
ſo aſſur'd: his State, that he boaſted with great joy 
and triumph, as well ro the Queen his Mother, as 
ro his favorites, that he was then Kivg; meaning, 
that during the Dukes Life , he had been King 
only in Name, and not in deed ; whereas it fell 
out throu' God's juſt Judgment, that the Dukes 
Death, was the means of depriving him both of 
his Kingdom and Life ; for, not only all the 
principal Towns 1n France revolted preſently from 
him, for the horror and hatred of the fact, bur 
alſo he himſelf, within eight Months after, having 
levy'd fifty thouſand Men for the Siege of Paris, 
was miſcrably Slain, in the midſt of his Army, by 
a poor {imple Frier, call'd Clement : Whole name 
I note, becauſe Saint Clement was ordain*d by the 
King, to ſerve for the watch word to thoſe, who 
Slew the Duke ; and not without Myſtery, throu' 
God's ſpecial Providence , ſignifying, as 'twere 

Propherically, the Name of him, whole hand 
{hou'd revenge it. Whereby it may appear how 
dangerous, and pernicious all Counſcls, or at- 
temprs againſt Conſcience are to States, and who, 
as 7ob fays, (4) Over-reaches the wiſe Men of the world 
3m their own craft, and ſubtilty , and diſſipates the Coun- 
ſels, and Plots of wicked Men. Wherefore it may 
truly be ſayd of Machiavillian Princes , and their 
wicked Counſellors, as the Prophet fayd of the 
King and Counſellors of #gypt. The Princes are 
Jools aud their wiſe Counſellors have giv'n fooliſh Counſel, 
our Lozd has caſt amonsf 'em the Spirit of giddineſs, 


(4) TIob. cap. 5. ver, 13- 


and 
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and has made 'em ſtagger and err in all their works , 
like a reeling and vomiting drunken Man. (a) 

10. As for reputation, which 1s alſo call'd, 
Honor, Eſtimation , Fame, Credit , or Good Name, no | 
{mall regard is to be had thereunto, when there 
1s any queſtion of the Princes commodity ; ſeeing 
that of all external goods, 'tis the principal, and 
moſt precious; and as Saint Thomas affirms, (b) 
Moſt like to the goods of the mind , whereupon 
Salomon ſays, (c) A good Name is better than great 
Tiches. Which is evident in matters of State, be- 
cauſe reputation conſerves the States of Princes 
many times, no leſs or rather more than wealth 
and force. In which reſpe& Tiberius Ceſar was 
usd to ſay, as Tacitus notes, (d) That tho the 
deliberation of all other Men, commonly conſiſts in the 
conſideration of utility and profit ; yet the State of 4 
Prince is ſuch, that he ought chiefly to reſpec# fame 
and reputation; and the reaſon is, becauſe the loſs 
of reputation, is not only a ſign , or as I may 
ſay the preamble, of a Princes fall, but alſo many 
times the occaſion thereof; becauſe the affefion 
of friends, and the reſpe&t, fear, and obedience 
of Subjets, do commonly fall and thereby 
decay ; whereupon follows. the Subverſion of 
States, z 

11. Now then, whereas the reputation of Princes 
conliſts, eſpecially in four things, that is, Wiſdom, 
Valour, Vertue and Power ; all Counſel tending 
to commodity 1s to be weigh'd with his reputation, 


( 2 ) Ifay. C4- I9e I, (b ) T born. 22. 9. JJo ar, 
2: @ 3« *(C) Prov.ca, 22:1 (d) Tacits lis 4, _ 
| » 
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for nothing that. may impair the honor of the 
Prince in any of theſe, can be accounted truly 
commodious for him ; therefore Philip de Comines 
gives advice concerning the Princes Wiſdom, (4) 
that if he be not very wiſe, and of good parts, 
great care muſt be had, that Strangers be not ad- 
mitted to his Preſence ; eſpecially, to treat with 
him; leſt the diſcovery of his imperfection in 
that behalf, may blemiſh his reputation, and ani- 
mate his Enemies to cantemn him ; and the French 


Hiſtorians affirm, (b) that the opinion which 


Men had of the Wiſdom of Charles the V. King 
of France, call'd the wiſe, ayail'd him more againft 
the Engliſh, than his force; inſomuch, that the 
diſpatches which he made in his Chamber, were 
more fear'd than his Armies in the Field. 

12. The like alſo is to be fayd of the opinion 
of valour in a Prince, which makes him no leſs 
formidable to his Enemies, then belov'd by his 
Friends and Subjects; whereas the opinion of his 
effeminacy or baſeneſs of mind, makes him con- 
remptible ro all Men; and often cauſes the de- 
polition, and deſtruction of Princes; as it did to 
Sardanapalus the great Aſſyrian King; (c) to Chil- 


_deric King of France; (d) to Wenceſlaus the Em- 


peror, (e ) and to many others. 

12. And as for vertue, wherein I include Relt- 
gion allo, Ariſtotle teaches, (f) that the only re- 
putation, and opinion thereof, is a great ſupport, 


(4a) Philip. de Com, cap. 576 ( b Du Haillin du 
Charles le Sage, (& ) Iuftin, i,x. (d) Paulus 
FEmilius in _ Chilper, (e ) Nauclery Chron, 1400s 
(f) Arit, lib. 5. Poli, ” 


and 
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and ſtay ro a Princes State; in reſpect that all 
Men commonly conceive , that a Vertuous and 
Religions Prince, is in the favor, and proteQtion | xj 
of Almighty God; and therefore, 4chior chief || y 
Captain of the Amonites, CounlclF'd Holofernes when || ;, 
he made War upon the Children of Iſrael, to in- at 
form himſelf, whether they had committed any || , 
great offences againſt their God , whereby they || x 
wight looſe his tavor ; aſſuring him, that otherwiſe | 
'twould be in vain to affaile 'em; becaute their | x 
God woud defend 'em. And the like conceir, F 
it ſeems, Lewellin Prince of Wales had of Hemy the | | 


II. King of England; (a) for when certain e 
Biſhops, who were ſent by the King to Treat || y 
with him, to reduce him to Obedience, threaten'd is 
him with the King's great Power, and Forces , th 
he anfwer'd, that he tear'd more his Alms, than : 
his Armies; meaning, that he'doubred Jeſt in re- Ar 


ſpe&t of his great Charity and Piety, God wou'd of 
protect and aſſiſt him ; and that otherwiſe he wou'd ra 


Iittle value his Force and Power. So much it Mw! 
imports a Prince to have the reputation of Ver- | tg 
rue and Religion, which ſerves for a bridle, both pe 
to his Domeſtick and Forraign Enemies, to (xy 
with-hold 'em from all atrempts againſt him ; be- Þth 
ſides, it cauſes alfo, that his faults and errors are 01 
either not believ'd, or more ealily excns'd, or the le 
blame thereof lay'd upon his Counſellors. ci 


14. And for theſe cauſes Machiavel alſo Coun- de 
ſels his Prince, (b) to procure by all means to 


. 


(a) Mattheus Paris in Ktnr, 3. (b) Math, {tt 
in prin. 


haye 
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have the reputation of a Religious, Juſt, and 
Vertuous Prince ; tho he teaches him withal to be. 
a moſt wicked Tyrant : Woherein I cannot omit by 
the way, to note the abſurdity of his Doctrin , 
very much impugning and contradicting i ic ſelf, ſee- 
ing he will have his Prince to ſeem a Lamb, 

and be a Woolf ; and to make ſhew of a Saint, 
and be indeed a Devil; which 1s no more poſlible 
than as the Comical Poet lays, (4) Cum. ratione 
inſanire ; To be Mad with reaſon: For all fain'd 
things, ſays Cicero, (b) 'fade and fall away like 
Flowers; and, nothing that is diſſembl'd can laſt 
long : Which our Saviour himſclf confirms, ſaying 
expreſly of bypocrihe ; (c) Take heed of the leven 
of the Phariſes, that is to ſay, hypucriſie, for nothing 
is ſecret that ſhall not be reveal d, nor any thing hid, 

that / hall not be RHOwP. 

And this is more evident in di iflembling , 
4p bypocritical Tyrants, than in any other fort 
of Men; becauſe fo violent is the flame of Ty- 
ranny, that it breaks out throu' the weak and 
coven Walls of hypocritie, and diſcovers ir ſelf 
to the World ; ſuch being the State of publick 
perſons, and eſpecially of Princes , whoſe actions 
are ſubject to the eyes and cenſures of all Men , 
that rheir leaſt faults cannot paſs either unknown, 
or uncontroll'd by the People; as Plutarch excel- 
kntly affirms, ( d) adviſing Princes, to have a f{pe- 
cal regard to all their a&tions, becauſe the leaſt 
defefts, or imperfections are noted; which he 


(a) Terent. in Eunuch. - {(b ) Cicero de Offi, 

Wc) Luce ca, 22. 1. 26 (d) Plutarch, in his in- 

lrutions for thoſe that mMann2ge raatters of State, 
con- 
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confirms by the examples of divers Princes ; as of 
Pompey the great, noted of ſingularity for ſcratch- 
ing his head with one finger ; Lucullus , cenſurd 
to be over delicate in his Dyet; the famous Sti- 
pio, blam'd for ſleeping much; and Ceſar for go- 
ing ill girded: What then ſhall we fay of Tyran- 
nical Ads, ſuch as Machiavel commends in his 
Prince; I mean Murders, breach of promiſes and 
oaths, frauds and deceit, and all kind of injuſtice} 
Can any man with reafon think, that the fame 
can be ſufficiently cover'd with any cloak of hy- 

ocrifie? Or can a people be fo ſimple, or ſenſe- 
leſs as not to know, and fee a Tyranny, when 
they ſee the manifeſt effects, and feel the heavy 
weight thereof in themſelves > Wherefore, what 
elſe can follow of hypocrifie in a Tyrant , bur 
that his Subjects will hare him much more , and 
the ſooner conſpire his overthrow, as of one. no 
lefs odious to God,, than Man > Whereby the 
Scripture will be fulfill'd, which fays, thar ( u) 
The Heavens Jhall reveal the iniquity of the hypocrite, 
and the Earth ſhall riſe againſt him. 

16. Bur becauſe I am to ſpeak on fet purpoſe, 
and much more amply of this matter hereafter, 
it (hall ſuffice to have fayd thus much here by 
the way, and withal hereupon to infer, that the re- 
putarion of vertue which 15s neceſlary. for the cone a1 
ſervation of a Prince, muſt be grounded upon} w 
true vertue, and not upon vain. ſhews and hypo-f fa 
critical diſſimulations; for, as true Religion , Fu fo 
ſtice, and Vertue, joyn'd with Princely Power, 


TO eEY ind _ " he's 
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(4 ) Iob, caps 20s Ver, 27, | 
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create 1n Subjects admiration, reſpe&, reverence, 
and love towards their Prince : So impiety, in- 
juſtice, and intemperance in him, breed in his 
Subjects either hatred, or elſe contempt of his 
Perſon; for of the Crimes of impiety, and in- 
juſtice, as perjury, deceit, and cruelty, proceeds 
hatred ; and of the Vices that grow of intemper= 
ance , as Laſciviouſneſs, Drunkenneſs, and fuch 
like, is engendred contempt, as I wou'd declare 
here more at large, did I not reſerve a farther 
Diſcourſe hereof ro a future Treatiſe, where I 
determine .to ſpeak of the Princes vertues more 
particularly , and awply, in reſpe& that al} per- 
fetion of vertue , proceeds from God's Grace, 
and true Religion, whereof 1 am to treat there. 
17. Nevertheleſs I think fir to fay ſomewhat 
more 1n this place, concerning one ſpecial vertne 
very requiſite in a Prince for his reputation , to 
wit, truth, fidelity, and conſtancy, in the exact 
obſervation of his Oaths, Promiſes and Word; 
whereof I am the more willing ro treat , fince 
Machiavel allow's, and commends all manner of 
falſhood , deceir, treachery and perjury in a 
Prince, when he may-hope to gain, or to benefit 
his Stare thereby, Bur how impious and abſurd 
this Doctrin is, and how pernicious to Princes 
and their States, it will appear more evidently, it 
we confider how dangerous and dammageable all 
fllhood, and deceit is ro the Common-wealth ; 
for the conſervation whereof, nothing is more 


neceſſary then truth, and fidelity, as well in the 
Prince as in the People. 


E 138. There- 
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18, Therefore Cicero ſays, (4) that Fides, 
which we may call Fidelity, conſiſting as he ſays, 
in the Verity , and conſtant performance of words ; pro 
miſes, and covenants, is Fundamentum juſtitie, The} 
foundation of juſtice , which is the ſpecial prop and] | 
ſtay of the Stare, in which reſpect he calls ir Commun | 
omnium, prefidium; The common defence, or refuge o || | 
all Men: (b) and alſo ſays, that Nulla res vehemen-|| | 
tius rempublicam continet quam fides; Nothing do's moe} | 
firmly unite and hold together the Common-wealth tha 
fadelity; (c) and PValerius calls it; (d) Venerable 1 
numen & certiſſimum humane ſalutis pignus; A vener-|| t 
able and Divine Power, and the moſt ſure pledge of | | 
buman ſecurity; and the Romans ſo much eſteem} f 
it that they Buile, and Dedicated a_ Temple to u, | { 
astoa Goddeſs, (e) in which Temple all Leagues, | 1 
Truces, Covenants, and Important Contradts, 
were publickly made and ſworn; which were fo | 0 
Religiouſly obſery'd, that whoſoever broke 'em, | f 
was held for a curſ'd and damn'd Creature, and 
unworthy to live in human ſociety : And with ff & 
great reaſon, for if fallhood and fraud were per-f t! 
mitted to have courſe in Common-wealths, what | P 
truſt and confidencei, wou'd there be amongſt | tf 
Men, what Trafhick or Commerce with Strangers | e: 
or Friends? What aſſurance in Leagues with | th 
Forraign. Princes, in Contracts and Marriages, || ot 
in Promiſes and Contracts, in Buying or Selling ? || b 
Whar Love? Whar Society? What Common: | af 
wealth2 Which conſiſts in the Communication | th 


( « ) Cicero li. r, de offie. (65) Idem pro Sext, 
Roſs Ce) Idem. li ». de Ofic, (d) Vater, lie] 
C4, 6. Dioniſ, Halicar, li, z, (& } LiVie li, @ we 


of 
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of Commodities one with another, and flouriſhes 
ſo much the more, by how much every one 
tenders, and defires the publick good more then 
his own, in which reſpect it is call'd Res publica, 


| that is, zeal publick, And therefore if truſty ant 


fairhful dealing ſhou'd fail among Men, there 


wou'd be no more civil ſociety amongſt 'em then 


amongſt Tygers, and Bears, Foxes, and Wolves, 


Cats, and Dogs; which the Apoſtle infinuates 
yery well when he exhorts the Ephiſtans, and in 
them all other Chriſtians ro uſe all ſincerity, and 
truth one with another, becauſe we are all- com=- 
bin'd in one Myſtical Body; (a) Wherefore, 
ſays he, laying aſide all Lyes, let everv one of you 
ſpeak the Truth to his Neighbour, Becauſe we are all 
Members one of anothcr. 

19, Hereupon it follows, that fidelity is not 
only moſt neceſſary in Subjes, bur alſo in a Prince, 
for the preſervation of the Common-wealth ; for 
keing nothing is more —_— for the main- 
tenance of the Body-politick than the union of 
the Head with irs Members, the Prince with his 
People, and nothing again more neceſſary, then 
their truſt and confidence one in another, which 
ennot be where there is no fidelity; it follows, 
that nothing is more requiſite for the confervari- 
on of both Prince, and People, than fidelity in 
both; without which neither the Subjects can 
aflure themſelves of their Princes Protection, nor 
the Prince be fatisfi'd of the Loyalty of his 
ubjects. 


(4 ) Epheſe cop, 4. Ver. 256 
E 2 20. And 
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20. And to ſpeak here particularly of the 
Prince; 'tis to be conſider d, that the want of 
fidelity and ſincerity in him, is moſt dangerous 
not only to the Common-wealth , bur allo to 
himſelf; as 'twill evidently appear if we weigh the 
force and effe&t of the Princes good, or bad ex- 
ample, and how potent a Motive 'tis to induce 
his Subjects to Vertue or Vice; ſeeing as Salomon 
ſays, and experience teaches, (a) that; Such a 
is the Governor of the City , ſuch is its Inhabitants, 
Wherefore as the example of the Princes fidcliry 
redounds both ro the good of the Common- 
wealth, and alſo to his own ſecurity, becauſe 
the People Learn thereby to: be not only fairh- 
ful one to another, bur alſo dutiful, and loyal to 
him, ſo allo the example of perfidiouſneſs and 
double dealing in him, works the contrary effec, 
and teaches his Subjects to be no lets faithleſs, ſ 
and Traiterous towards him, then fraudulent, 
and Treacherous one towards another, which may 
turn as well to his deſtruction, as to the hurt of 
the Common-wealth, j 

2 1. Bur perhaps ſome Machiavillian may ſay, 


H——_— 


= mm == 


that tho the Prince for his own commodity ulcs , 
ſomerimes to violate his Faith, yet he may fo 


ſeverely puniſh ir in his Subjeds, that no incon- 
venience will follow from example, either to the p 
: \ 

Common-wealth or: to himſelf, _ F 
22. Whc-reunto I anſwer, that the Prince can- 
not with reaſon, expect that the feverity of Laws, 
or other Politick means {hall repreſs in his Com- n 


(4) Eccleſ, Cope tor Very 26 


mon-yealth 
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mon-wealth any Vice which ſhall be Aunthoriz'd 
by the Example of his own practiſe ; for as the 
Poer lays, (4a) Totus componitur orbis Regis ad ex- 
emplum, nec fic inflectere ſenſus Humanos edifta valent, 
ut vita Tegentis. The werld is fram'd after the Model 
of the King, and no Laws 01 Edifts can ſo move 
the minds of Men, as the Life of the Govyemr ; 
which Plautarch excellently confirms, ſaying , That 
6s 4 Square , 'or Rule, muſt be ſtraight in it ſilf, 
before it can make things ſtraight ; ſo the Prince, who 
is, as 'twere, the Rule of his Subjets, ought furſt 
wo reftifie bimſelf, before he go about by Laws, or 
other means to reftifie his Common- wealth : For he 
who is failing in this, is not fit to uphold others ; 
n more then be that is ignorant, is fit to teach ; nor 
he that is incorrigible to corre ; ncr he that is him- 
ſelf diforder d, ro put others in order. Whereby we 
ſee, that a vicious Prince, who ſeeks ro make 
his Subjects Vertuous by rigorous Laws , labors 
in vain, like one who builds with one hand, and 
pulls down with the other, and ſo deſtroys more 
in one day, than he can build in many : The 
ſame do's the bad example of a Prince, it corrupts 
more in a day, than his Laws can correct or 
amend in a year; as is evident enough by that 
which I have largely Diſcours'd ' elſewhere of 
Mans proneneſs to vice, with the faciliry, and 
difcrent means found in every Common-wealh 
to evade and eſcape the Penalties of Laws. 

23. This the Ancient Romans ſo well confider'd 
that their Magiſtrates, and Senat were moſt exact, 


{ a) Claudian, 


and 
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and punctual in the obſervation of Oaths, and 
Promiſes even to their very Enemies ; for the 
regard they had not only to juſtice, and their 
own reputation, - but alſo to the conſequence of 
, their good example in the Common-wealth ; to 
which purpoſe I alledg'd before (4) upon ano- 
ther occaſion the example of the worthy Conſul 
Marcus Attilius Regulus, who being taken Priſoner 
by the Carthaginians, and diſmis'd upon his Oath, 
promiſing eithcr to procure the delivery of cet- 
fain Priſoners, or to return himſelf to Carthage, 
was ſent back by the Senat with his own conſent, 
becauſe the Senar did neither think it convenieng 
to deliver the Priſoners, 'nor to recover and re- || P 
rain their Conſul contrary to his Oath. The 


like I have alſo noted before in the fare place, d 
of T. Veturius, and Spurinus Poſthumius Conluls, b 
and of T. Mutius and O. Amilius Tribunes of , 

0 


the People, who were deliver'd Priloners . to the 
Samnits, becauſe the Senat wou'd not Ratifie the || > 
| Peace which the ſaid Conſul and Tribunes had G 
made with them; tro whom I may add L. Minu- 
tins, C. Manlius, O. Fabius, and C. Aproninus, 


Men of great dignity, (b) deliver'd alſo by h 
order of the Senat to the Embaſladors of Carthage, P 
and of the City of Appollonia, for ſome abulcs . 
which they commitred againſt the ſaid Embaſla- h 
dors contrary to the Law of Nations. , 

34+ The like remarkable examples of particular x 


Men amongſt the Pagans may alſo be alledg'd, 


{ 4 ) Tom, ri Chap, 5. Nu. 5. Cicero lib, 3, d (i 
Office (b) WV aler, lib, 6, Caps Go 


whereof 


Part. 2, Policy and Religion. &6tx 


whereof for brevities ſake I will relate only one 
or two. Sextus Pompeins, Son to Pompey the great, 
having Wars with Antonius the Triumvir , and mcet- 
ing with him ar the Sca-fide upon a Treaty of 
Peace, invited him to Sup with him 1n liis Galley, 
iving him his Oath for his aſſurance, and bein 


keretly atk'd by Metrodorus the Pirat whilſt they 


were at Table, whether he wou'd have him 
weigh Anker, and ſet Sail, and ſo make him- 
felt Lord of the World; he anſwer'd, that 'twas 
not his cuſtom or condition to forſwear himſelf, 
eſteeming it neither honorable, nor profitable for 
him , to gain the Empire of the World by 
perjury. (a) 

25. No leſs care of fidelity had Lycurgus Bro- 
ther to Polidefkes King of Lacedemon; (6b) for, 
having taken upon him the Goyerment of the 
Kingdom after his Brothers Death, ar the inſtance 
of the people, till his Brothers Wife, who was 
great with Child, ſ{hou'd be brought ro Bed, and 
the Child of years to Govern, and being ſoli- 
ered by her, to Marry her, upon her promiſe 


| to kill the Chili in hzr Womb, thereby to aſſure 


his Kingdom, he nat only refus'd it, but alfo 
Proclaim'd her Son King, as foon as he was 
Born ; taking only the -Tuition of him until 
he came to Age, as I have before declard more 
at large. (c) 

26. I need not add hereunto any examples 


4 of Chriſtian Princes whoſe: Religion | both teach 


\ (Ca) Plurt, in Antonio, (b}) Pluto in Lycure 
(c) Yom, 4, Chip. 8. Nu, 1, | 


E 4 and 
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and bind 'em to be more exact and preciſe than 
Pagans in like caſes ; ne ertheleſs, I cannor for- 
bear to ſpeak of a mem -rable «& in this kind of 
the moſt Chriſtian and Vertuous Prince Ferdinand 
Brother to Henry the III. King of Cafile; which 
Ferdinand being left by his Brothers Teſtament 
Tutor to his Son King Jchn the 1. an Infant of 
Eight Months old, and being much urg'd by the 
three States of Cattile to take the Crown to him+ 
ſelf, wou'd by no means conſent thereto, . ſaying, 
That he wou'd never be falſe, either to his Brother 
Dead, pr to his yy Living, to whom he had, 
promisd fidelity; (a) for: which God. rewarded' 
him, ſix years after with the Kingdom of Aragen, 
whereunto he was choſen by the free Election 
of the Nobility, and Commons of the, Realm. 
Behold then, how great reſpe&t not only this 
Chriſtian Prince > but alſo the Pagans before 
nam'd, had to fincerity - and fidelity , as well for 
the cauſes before mention'd, as alſo for the very 
dereſtation, and hatred of perfidiouſneſs , being a 
vice of ir ſelf moſt odious, and unworthy of 
. Princely Dignity. 

27. For whereas all other vices and fins for 
the moſt part, are or may be attributed, either 
to frailty, or error, _ whereby they ſeem many 
times more worthy of pardon; perfidiouſnels is 
ever preſum'd to proceed from a treacherous , 
maligne, vile, and baſe nature; and therefore not 
exculaþble jn Princes , whoſe, proceedings ought 
ro be in all things Teal , generous, noble and 


( a) Tic, Marin, Siculus de reb. Hiſp, li. rt. 
heroical; 
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heroical; in which reſpect one falſe, and treacher- 


ous act luffices to eclipſe, and obſcure the glory 
of many great vertues, as Plutarch notes in Alex- 
auder the great, (a) who cauſing certain Indian 
Soldiers to be Kill'd after they had render'd them- 
ſelves unto him upon his Word, ſpotred and 
ſtain'd, ſays he, the Renown of all his glorious 
Conqueſts, and Royal Vertues with the Ignominy 
of this one at; and the reaſon is, becaule 
Mans credit and reputation in matter of rruſt, 
is ſo nice and delicate, that confidence, which is 
like a Glaſs, being once broken is not to be re- 
pair d , wherefore he that is once Known for a 
Lyer, 1s not believ'd whzn he ſpeaks Truth, 
and he that is once reputed to be falſe, is ever 
ſuſpected, and according to the common axiom 
of the Law. (b) Qui ſemel malus, ſemper preſu- 
mitur malus in eodem genere mali. He who is once 
wicked is ever preſum'd to be ſo in the ſame kind 
of wickedneſs 5 whereupon ir follows, that a faich- 
leſs Prince, is hated of his Subjeds, ſuſpedted of 
his beſt Friends, irreconcilable with his Enemies, 
belov'd and truſted by none, and betray'd or for- 
ſaken by all Men, even in his greateſt neceſlities, 
and that worthily; ſeeing he himſelf gives the 
bad example, which other Men follow to his 
overthrow. | | 

28. But here the Politick, or Machiavillian 
will ſay, that a Wiſe Prince has ſufficient remedies 
againſt theſe inconveniences, as ſtrong Guards, 


(4) Plut, iv Alexand, (by) LDL fi cut fo de 
arcuſat, Bart, in l, Caſſius de Serta, 


Garriſons, 
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Garriſons, and' Fortrefles, befides his own Policy, 
afliſted with the prudence of faithful and vigilant 
Counſellors, whereby he may ſecurely make his 
advantage in all occaſtons, withour fear of any 
dammage” that may thereby enſue ro his Perſon, 
or Stare. Thus fays the Machiavillian moſt abſurd- 
ly, as "twill appear if we conſider whence grow's 
the danger which the Prince incurr's by perfidious 
and deceitful dealing, being moſt hateful nor only 
to Man, but allo to God, whereby he draws 
upon him both Divine, and Human puniſhment, 
againſt which neither theſe, nor any other Ma- 
Ebiavillian remedies can warrant him. 

29. And firſt to ſpeak of the offence of God 
and Divine puniſhment that follows ir. We 
find in Holy ws Tang » that nothivg is more 
deteftable ro Almighty God' then a deceitful, or 
double-dealing Man, and therefore the Holy 
Ghoſt fays in the Proverbs : (a) 1 deteſt a 
double Tongu'd Month. And again in the fame 
place. (bY) Every deceiver is abominable before God. 
And the Royal Prophet coupling the deceiver 
with the blood-fucker, ſays of them both. (c) 
God abhors the bloody, and deceitful Man ; and fpeak- 
ing of the decenful Tongne of Doeg, he threatens 
him and all others with God's Vengeance , fay- 
ing; (d) Our Lord will deftroy deceitful 
Lips. Then how odious all deceirful and donble- 
dealing is to Almighty God , who being, 1pſa 
veritas, Twuth it felf, exats nothing more of 


(©) Prov. 8. ty. (bY Thid, ce.z.32: (ce) Plal 
Man 


$+7. (d) Plal. xx+ 4+. Pal. 219, 3. 4+ 
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Man Created to his Image, then verity and truth, 
and much more of a Prince than of any private 
erfon, becauſe the Prince is his Image, nor 
only by reaſon of the natural gifts of his Soul, 
as all other Men are, bur alſo in reſpeC of his 
Office ; whereby he repreſents his perſon, as his 
Lieutenant, in the adminiſtration of Juſtice , 
whereof fidelity and truth is the foundation, as T 
have declar'd before, (a) 

oO. Nevertheleſs, 'tis to be underſtood, that 
tho all real, plain and true dealing be moſt re- 
quifite in a Prince, yet he is to uſe great dif- 


| cretion, and prudence therein, becauſe infinite 


occaſions occur, wherein Princes ought to con- 
ceal and cover their intentions, with more care 
and circumſpetion than all other Men, — 
in matters to be executed: Wherefore great dif- 
ference is to be noted betrwixt telling a Lye, and 
concealing the truth , which rhe Latins do fignifte 
in two proper words, that is, Simulatio, and 
Diſtmulatio, whereof the firſt, which we may 
term Simulation, or Fidtion, 1s ever unlawſal, and 
therefore never to be us'd, and the latter, which 
we may call Diſcreet Diſſimulation, is both lawful. 
and commendable, and even ſometimes ſo necel(- 
fary in Princes, that it may well and truly be 
fayd ; Qui neſcit diſſimulare, neſtit Regnare, He 
who knows not how to diſſemble, that is to ſay 
diſcreetly to cover and cloke his intentions when 
occaſion requires, knows not how to Reign. 
Whereas, of Simulation, Fiction, or Lying, 


( a J Num. 13, 


Salomon, 
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Salomon , being himſelf a moſt wiſe and potent 
Prince, fayd; (a) A Lying Lip or Mouth do's 
mot become a Prince; in which reſpe&t he allo 


prays to God; (b) O Lord preſerve and keep me | 


far from Lying words; and again in another par- 
able he ſays; (c) He which truſts to Lyes feeds 
the wind , that is, as Saint Auſtin expounds tt,. 
(d) Fit eſta Spiritibus malis ; He becomes the Meat, 
07 Prey of wicked Spirits, or of the Devil, whoſe 
1mitator, or rather whoſe Child he makes himſelf, 
For as our Saviour ſays, (e) The Devil is 4 
Lyer and the Father of Lyes, and is therefore call'd 
Diabolus which ſignifies a Deceiver. 


21. What then ſhall we fay of a moſt wes! 


cherous, perfidious, and perjur'd perſon, ſuch a 
Prince as Machiavel frames; can he delerve to be 
call'd the Image, Lieutenant, or, Miniſter of God? 
Whole fſimilitude, and likeneſs, he defaces 1n 
himſelf, whoſe Commiſſion he abuſes, and whok 
Holy Name he ſhamefully prophanes > What elle 
can he expe at the hands of God, but ſevere 
puniſhment, not only in the World ro come, 
bur allo in this Life, if he repent not? This may 
appear by manifeſt examples, whereof [ will al- 
ledge ſome, both Antient and Modern, our of 
approv'd Authors, to ſhew the impious abſurdity 
of Machiayels Dodtrin, allowing perfidiouſneſs and 
perjury in a Prince , as necellary ſometimes for 
the benefit of his State. 


(4) Prov. ca. 7 7. (b ) Ibid, ca: 30. $ 
{© ) Ibid, ca. to. 4 (d} Arg, cont Creſcon. It 
3: C4» 9 {&) loan. &. 44, 
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ef 22- And firſt ro ſpeak of thoſe Holy Scrip- 
tures, we Read in Geneſis, (4 ) that Simeon and 
Levi the Children of faceb, were curs'd by their 
| Father at his Death, becauſe they had violated 
their League made with Sichem, and Hemor, whom 
4; || they deſtroy'd with their City, contrary to their 
. | promiſe and covenant. (b) Curſed, fays ab, 
te their fury becauſe it was obſtinate ; and prophe- 
6 cying farther of the Temporal. puniſhment, which 
f£ | God wou'd inflict upon their poſterity for the 
fame, he adds, 7 will divide them in Jacob, 
g || 1d diſperſe them amongſt the Children of Iſrael. 
| Which was fulfill'd afterwards, as Saint Hieroms 
witneſſes, (c) becauſe their Tribes had nor 
their habiration apart as the others had, for the 
« | Tribe of Ley; was divided, and ſent into divers 
1» | Cities amongſt the other Tribes, to be their 
:n | Levits, and Prieſts; and the Tribe of Simeon, 
& Þ| had their dwelling with the Tribe of Iude; and as 
( || the Hebrews affirm, (d) ferv'd for School-maſters 
re £ 1h all the other Tribcs, and got their living by 
teaching Children. 
y | 33: 1n like manner the puniſhment of God 
1. | vas remarkable upon King Sauls poſterity, (e) 
of || for his breach of Leagve which foſue made with 
ry the Gabaonits; ( f ) whercin 'tis to be noted, thar 
14 | ho the Gabaonits craftily circumvented Joſue, and 
Induc'd him by fraud and deceit to make a League 
with 'em, putting on their old Shooes and torn 


9.10. (ea) Genef. 34. (b) Genel, 49. 5. 7e (c) Hierone 
li tt tradition, bebraicis in Geneſim, ( 4 ) Pererius in Genef. 
(up. 49%  (e) 2 Reg. cap, xv, (F) loſue s, 

Cloths, 
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Clothes, and affirming that they were a people 
dwelling in a far Country, who beirg mov'd with 
the fame of his Victories, were come ſo many 
days Journy to meet him, that rhey had worn 
out their Shooes and Clothes: in their Voyage, 
whereas. they dwelt nor far of, and in the very 
Land of Promiſe which: God had given to the 
Children of Iſrael, nevertheleſs when Joſue dif: 
cover'd their deceit he had ſuch regard ro his 
Oath, that he wou'd by no means violare ir, but 
anſwer'd to the Children of 1ſ7ael, when they 
murmur'd againſt him, ſaying, (d) We hav ff 
Sworn unto them in the Name of the Lord God of Iſrael, }| ' 
and therefore we may not touch 'em left the wrath of Þ , 
God falls upon us if we break our Oath, Thus |} |} 
fays Joſue whereby we may learn how great the | « 
obligation is of all juſt, and lawful Leagues, or 
other Covenants paſs'd by Oath; and how dan- | a 
gerous the breach thereof is, in reſpe&t of God's | h 
juſt and ſevere judgment upon the offenders in || d 
that behalf , whereof the experience was ſeen | ta 
above three hundred years after Joſues time in the || m 
breach of that League made by Saul, for which the Þ wi 
Children of 1/7ael were afflicted with three years || je 
Famine in Davids time, and ſeven of Sauls Chil- I D, 
dren, and his family were deliver'd into the hands I fa 
of the Gabaomits, and Crucifi'd by them in puniſh | pe 
ment of Sauls offence. (b) X wt 
34+ Moreover we Read in the Book of Macha || tal 
bees (c) that Andronicus, a favorite of King Anti» | by 


( «) Toſue cap. 9. ver, 199 (6b) Reg. cap. 21, I 
(c) » Mach, cap, 40 ac 


echus, 


4- 
Th 
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echus, was by the juſt judgment of God, and the 
Command of Antiochus himſelf, ſhamefully pur to 
Death, in the ſame place where he had kill'd 
Onias the High. Prieſt, who had render'd himſelf 
upon his promiſe of ſecurity. Alfo the examples 
hereof are very remarkable amongſt the Heathens 
who obſerv'd diligently the Judgments of God 
upon traiterous and perfidious perſons; and 
therefore when Tifſaphernes the Perſiin made War 
againſt the Grecians, and broke a Truce which he 
had made with 'em for three Months. Ageſilans 
greatly rejoyc'd, ſaying, (a4) We are bebolding to 
Tiſſaphernes , for making the Gods his Enemies, 
and our Friends, wherefore let us boldly give him 
Battel, and fo he did, and gave him a greas 
overthrow. 

25- Plutarch alſo recounts a memorable ex- 
ample of Cleomenes King of Lacedemon, (b) who 
having made Truce with the Argians for ſeven 
days, fer upon their Camp in the Night , and 
taking 'em unprovided by reaſon of the Truce, 
made great Slaughter of 'em, and being reproach'd 
with the breach of his promiſe and oath, he 
jeſted at it, faying, That he Swore Truce for the 
Days, and not for the Nights, but fo it fell out, 
fys Plutarch, in puniſh:nent of his falſhood and 
perjury , that it ſerv'd him to no purpoſe; for 
whereas he aflail'd the City preſently, hoping to 
take it with all facilicy, he had a ſhameful repulic 
by the Women, who dwelt therein ; and after 


( ak J Polimn. li, 3s 0; ) Piutar, mn Al poph. 
Lacedemow, | 


falling 
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falling furiouſly Mad, he took a Knife and ripp'd 
up his own Body, from his very Heel” to his 
Hearr, and fo dyd laughing. . 

36. The fame Author allo ſignifies, (4) that 
one. Calippus being juſtly charg'd with a Confpi- 
racy againſt Dion of Sicily, and having deny'd it 
with many Solemn Oaths in the Temple of Ceres , 


was by God's juſt Judgment Slain with the fame || 


Dagger wherewith Dion was Kill'd before by his 
conſent. I omit divers other examples ,, which 
might be alledg'd out of prophane Hiſtorians, to 
add a few out of Chriſtian, and Modern Au- 
thors. | 

37. The fevere Judgments of God upon Men 
for the fin of perjury, have been always fo evi- 
dent amongſt Chriſtians, that the cultom was in 
the Primitive Church to dzcide matters in Cone 
troverſie by Oaths at certain holy places, and the 
Tombs of Martyrs, where Almighty God or- 
dinarily extended his Juſtice upon perjur'd per- 
ſons, which cuſtom as Saint Aufin witneſles, (b) 
was in uſe in his time at Milan, whereof he ſays; 
1 my ſelf have known , that in Milan at the Shrines 
of Saints, where Devils do Miraculouſly and- terribly 


confeſs the trath, a certain Thief who went thitha | 


with intention to deceive by perjury , was compel d t0 
confeſs his Theft, and-to reſtore that which he had 
StoPn. Signitying withal, that he had ſent 4 
Prieſt of his call'd *Bonifacius, and another who 
had accus'd him of certain Crimes, to the Body 


of Saint Felix at Nola in Italy, where he ſays great 


 (@} Plut. in Dione, (b) Age eps 37+ 
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Miracſes,yere:ther-wrought,,' ro: the: end that-the 
bad \Confgience::of ::one of 'em:;- might -there 
be diſcover'd, either! by: fear, or: Divine puniſh- 
mentz.'( a:)-and. farther debating .in the - ſame 
place,, why: Gbd,; .who'is: every where, and to' be 
Ador'd in:Spiticand- Truth; do's ſhew his power 
and-judgrhents: Miraculouſly in ſome places, more 
then }in--others 2.;»He : concludes; (6 ) that 
tis, ro. be left to: the-:linſeriitable' Judgments i of 
God ; | for, ſays he;j-as he gives his Graces: and 
gifts, differently to his; Servants, ro-.0ne the Grace 
t hega{-,ahd- cure: diſeaſes, to another to diſcern 
Spirits: and. nor/ all gifts to all aſike : So alſo he 
will not,,.-that -theſe>kind of Miracles be done -1n 
all; places,, alike. - + nM BY 

11.38. ;But ro proceed, : Saint Gregory teſtifies, '('c) 
that the. ſame cuſtam-of the diſcovery of truthg by 
Qaths jn.' Holy places,- was alſo us'd in his time; 
vpamely :in [Rome, at-the Bodies of the Haints Proceſſuss 
and Martinian; where he fays, ,'Perjuri  veniunt;" & 
4 deraauidus vexuntur " demoniaci veniuht & liberantur. 
Petjus'd perſons. come thither., ahd- are -vex'd © with 
Devils , ' end. \ ſuch 'as are poſſeſt.-with Devils are 
deliverday Andihelike is alſo witneſled:; by, S. Gregory 


of Tad Cd ) of the Body | of .Saigiet Pancratius. in 


Reman ; (bem he: therefore calls; \ Velde in perjuris 
uioremu Mſcvere :punifher of perjury 5 affirming, 
that a8i:foqn as the: party, who-cgme: thitber | for, 
bis purgaygov, did fgeſiyear himſelf, he was either 


| pelently,poſſeſt: by the Devil, or elle fell,down 


| (4) Ange ep. 1379s (by Ibid. © Ft c; ). Gregoe., Hom. 
3e- in Eyan, (4d ) Greg; Taro, de gloria. Marti cas 39>; 


dead 


dead-upon the:ground ; and recounts the ſame 
the Body of Saint Polieatas in ' Conflantinople;) a)! 
-:'29, Bur of this martet we have'a moft famous, 
and 'Authentical example in our. own: Hiſtoric. 
Elfred a” Noble: Man 'of- England, in the time of 
King 4del/tan,” with ſome others: Confpir'd againſt 
him, .and [heing-:accus'd'tliereof, ſtood vpon his 
jaſtification, ap#becauſe the!evidenice was'nor'fuf. 
ficient ro convince :him,;;heowwas” ſent -ro® Rome, * as 
che: cuſtom 'was then; to make his' Purgation by 
 Oath-at: the Body of Saint Parr; where ihe! Swore 
contrary to 'his:own Conifeience';'> ahdoptefentl 
fell down before 'the' Attar, 12nd :dyd! within? three 
days: after ,; -:(-6:Y. upow:.novice:whereafyy i King 
Adelſtan, to ſhew his Gratitude and: Deyorion; t6- 
wards 'Sainr' Per; | gave” alb-the' Lands: of -Blſred 
amo'ithe Charts of -Saint Parr! in; the'! Abby of 
Matmasbury 'by: Lerrevs Patents: '| wherein, after 
the\granc of cheifaid Lands; he declar'd thewhols 
fiatrer; as: i6'pgf89, . ny theſe words, ; fan tl | 78 
"80" Be 3t known to. alk 156: Men bf": vis 018 
Conarry, ” that© we * have net  takem«unjuftiy\'rhe \foreſril 
Lands, hor ©igfy n\-\r; Gad ian '\ whlarful . Spoil; 
bar." we "receividt: ems, : 14s - well 'by * the: fjudgment'y 
of" all-'rbs" Noboldogcof ' England , ' as 4lſo_of) Pobin tt 
Hpoſtutical« Pope'of the Roman © Chinch, ($7: phe : Death 
of "BlerEd; who" the Enetypoſ* our (LI, an" 
lieity7- and'3 confemed :t0 tho 9ickednefs of oaties © ont 
Fentites ; "1which.*Ovnſpir d - 10: !pm8 our our E112, ar. the 
Toi" WineheRter ; after "our 'Fathers- Beat); from 


" Ca) Tdetw Ibid. cape 103) of b ) Gul; Malmesh, 
de $tit6 Rep AWRlH 24 04+ 60 TITEW! 
o_ -Y which 
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which Gol of his great Mercy deliver d us; whereupon 
their Conſpiracy being diſcoverd, and Elfred ſent ts 
Rome to purge himſelf” before John the Apoſtolical 
Biſhop, he rock his Oath at the Altar of Saint Peter, 
and preſently fell down to the ground , aud was carty'd 
away by his Servants to the (4) School of the Eng- 
liſh, where he dy'd the third Night after, and then 
the Apoſtolical Biſhop ſent to us, w know what we 
wou'd haye to be done with the Body, and whether it 
ſhou'd be Bury d with Chriſtian Burial, which at the 
eamefl, and humble ſuit of his Kinsfolks, and others 
of our Nobility, we were content 10 grant; and ſo we 
ſignifi d unto the Pope, by whoſe conſent he was  Bury'd 
among ft other Chriſtians, thi unworthy thereof ; and ſo 
all bis Poſſeſftons little and great, were adjudg'd to us, 
which we have thought good to ſignifie by theſe Letters 
Patents, to the end that ſo long as Chriſtianity ſhall 
Reign, it may be known how we got the foreſaid Poſ= 
{on , which we have now given to God and Saint 
eter, it ſeeming to us moſt juſt, to give the ſame to 
them who overthrew our Enemy in the fight of all Men, 
and gave us the proſperous Reign and Kingdom which 
we enjoy. VVilliam of Malmesbury, (b) who 
livd.'in VVilliam the Conquerors time , cites 
theſe Letters Patents, our . of the Original, 
then extant in the Abby, where he Writ his 
Hiſtory, "= | 


(a) This School of the Engiiþ was not where 
the Englih Hoſpital is now, as Polidvre Virgil errone- 
Wuſly conceives, but where the Hoſpital of S, Spirits 
8 near to Saint Peters, (b) Gul, Malmesb. de 
ere. Reg, F346 it, 2o C4, 6s. 


F 3 41. Allo 
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4. Alſo ſome Years afrer in the ſame Age, 
(4) Lotharias King of Auſtraſa, which contain' 
all Lorrain, Flanders, and ſome part of Germay, 
Burgundy and France, came to Rome accompany'd 
with all his Nobility in the time of Adrian the 1, 
to be Abſolv'd from the Excommunication which 
he had incurr'd, in the time of Pope Nicolas thel, 
for his Divorce from his lawful Wife Thenutpergy, 
and his Marriage with VValdrada his Concubine; 
and whereas he had been alſo farther accus'd to 
the See Apoſtolick, of divers Crimes concerning 
the ſame matter, he was content for his juſtifica- 
tion, to receive the Bleſſed Sacrament art the 
hands of Pope Adrian, together with his Nobility, I th 
which he did, proteſting tor his part, that he wa | 01 
innocent of thoſe things, ' whereof he had: been q 
accus'd, which his Nobility alſo confirm'd, tho 
"twas moſt falle; as afterwards it evidently appear'd |] be 
by God's examplar puniſhment upon 'em of 
all; for whereas they departed homewards | hi: 
ſhortly. after from Rome, there fell amongſt 'em af 
fuch a ſtrange diſeaſe , that Lotharias having ſeen || fir 
the Death of moſt of his Noble Men, before. he || Vp 
came to Luca, fell ſick there himſelf, and a fey] a 
days after, dy'd at Placentia; (b) and of allſ he 
thoſe who receiv'd the Bleſſed Sacrament with || wi 
Him , there liv'd not'any one to the Years end, ap 
as teſtifies Regino, Aymonius, Sigonins, Nauclew h 
and divers others. pri 


(4) Regino. Chron, MAymoyn. Ti, 8. £4. 1s Sigon, 
de reg, Ital, ane 869 Naucler, Chron, an, $695, Barone 
an. 35% (6b) Ybi ſur, w. 


43 But 


$® 15, Polidor, Hit, Anugli. 
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\. 42. But to return to Qur own Country. (4) 
Earl Godwin, Father to King Harold, having pro= 
card the untimely Death of Alfred, Brother to 
King Edward the Confeſlor, continually deny'd the 
at by Solemn Oarh, and eſpecially once, when 
he Din'd with the King; at what time, occaſion 
being offer'd to ſpeak of that matter, he took a 
piece of Bread and pray'd God, that the ſame 
might be his laſt, if he were any way conſenting, 
or privy thereunto , and fo eating the Bread he 
was chok'd therewith, and dy'd there in the Kings 
Preſence. 

43. 'Tis alſo obſerv'd and teſtifi'd by moſt of 
the Ancient Hiſtorians of our Country, that the 
overthrow of King Harold by William, the Con- 
wi was a juſt puniſhment of God upon him 
or his perjury; the Story is briefly thus. Harold 
being in Normandy with Duke illiam, in the time 
of King Edward the Confeſſor, promis'd to afliſt 
him in his pretence to the Crown of England, 
after the Death of the King, which he alſo con- 
irm'd by Solemn Oath : Whereupon Duke 
Viliam fianc'd his Daughter unto him , and be- 
cauſe (ſhe was not then of years tro be Marry'd, 
he took Harolds Oath to perform the Marriage 
within a certain time after. But when the time 
_—_ for the Marriage was expir'd, and Harold 

ewd no care, to perform any parr of his 
promiſes, the Duke ſent Meſſengers to him to 
G&fire him to fulfill wtar he had promis'd , bur 


s 


(«) Henry Hunt, Hifl, li, 6. Ingulpbus Hiſt, Anglts 
F 3 | he 
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he inſtead of giving ſatisfaction to the Duke, 
derided and abus'd his Meſſengers ; cauſing ſome 
of their Horſe Tailes to be cur off, and others 
to be lam'd ; and afterwards when King Edward 
dy'd, he endeayourd not only to exclude the 
Duke from the Crown , but alſo to procure it 
for himſelf; pretending” that his promiſe to the 
Duke was made out of fear, and that therefore 
it cou'd not bind him. And when the Duke 
was enter'd in England with his Army, and ſoli- 
cited him by Meſſengers to have care of his Con- 
ſcience, repreſenting to him the ſeyere judg- 
ments of God upon perjur'd perſons, offering 
to come to ſome reaſonable compoſition with 
him; he made no account thereof, nor of the 
admonition of his own Brother call'd Gurth, 
who advis'd him ſeriouſly before the Bartel to 
retire himſelf, and to leave the conduct of the 
Army unto him, and others who were not bound 
to the Duke by any Oath or Promiſe ; leſt other- 
wiſe God ſhou'd ſuffer 'em all for this cauſe to be 
overthrown ; whereunto he anſwerd , that he 
wou'd put it to a venter, and that God ſhoudJj. 
be Judge thereof; and fo giving Battel was Slain JI, 
himſelf, and all his Army overthrown ; where- FT 
upon alſo follow'd the Conqueſt of his Country, fy 
And tho the faid Conqueſt might ſeem to be 2 Jp, 
nent of God upon the whole Kingdom, IG 
or the ſins of the people, as I have already de- 
clard, (a) yer the particular diſgrace which [,y 
happen'd ro King Harolds Perſon , may well be 


;» __ 
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thought 9: have proceeded. from God's juſt judg- 
men. for his perjury z/ which the ; Englijh. -Hiftort» 
ans who Writ in-thas;: Age ,, or, near that time, 
da ſignifies ( 4.) Ingalphus, VVilliam of Malmes- | 
my»: Heary Huntindon;, Mathew of Vyeſtminſter,, 
Matthew . Paris, and--: Koger-, Hoyedon , who \ ſpeaking 
of that i Victory , 1ays,, | Vere. &: abſque Aubio . Dei 
udicio- abſeribenda eft-,; qui puniendo  ſcelus perjury, 
oendit- ſe; Deum nolentem iniquitaem ; Truly and 
without doubt "tis to be aſerib'd t the judgment of Gad, 
who paniſhing the Ctime of perjury, _ that by is @ 
God who do's not allow of iniquity. 

-'44.,' But to. come nearer to. our time, Philip de 
Cominet notes (b) the manifeſt. Juſtice of God, 
in the: / diſgraceful Death of Charles late Duke, of 
Burgundy ,: throu” the Treaſon of Campobachip- an 
Italian, loon after the-'faid Charles had betray'd the 
Count Saint Paul, and ſent... him Priſoner to 
Lewis the XI. King of France-, notwithſtanding 
be | had. given him a Paſs ro come into his 
Country. 

45 -. Moreover, I cannot omit it Ceſar Borgia, tho 
I bave ſpoken of - him divers times before.. For 
s Machiavel truly :makes him: a Mirror for his 
Tyranny, in reſpe& of his many. Vices; fo be 
may truly be propos'd for an Example of God's 
hiſtice,, ;:in reſpect of the many Judgments. that 
God-divers ways inflicted upon him; and parti- 
aularly,:in the puniſhment of his perfidiouſneſs 
andperjury.z whereby he deceiv'd and ruin'd 


( 4.) Ingulpbus Hist. Angl, Hen, Hunt, Hit, li. 6 
alniesb, itb.'y. © Roger Hoved, -4nual. par. x. 
6) Philip, de Congines Chron: du'Roy Louis ca i $3e79- 1, 
flg5 F 4 divers 
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divers principal perſons, (4*as Liverotto P 'Vitrel- 
ltozzo;" Pagolo: Vrſmo,, and the” Duke of <Gravina; 
whom he caus'd” to be- Strarigl'd, - after they had 
rendr'd themſelves ' unto him tpon- compoſition; 
and*employ'd themſelves faithfully in his: Servicei; 
wherein God's Juſtice upon Liverotto may" be- noted, 
who a little before, had cruelly and rraiterouſly 
Murder'd his own Uncle , and divers other prins 
cipal Citizens 'of Fermo, having invited 'em to'a 
Banket 'in his''own 'Houſe: © Which perfidious 
treachery of his, "God puniſh'd as ir ſeem'd,. by 
the treachery, and perfidiouſneſs of. Cefar Borgis; 
(6b) who alfo'receiv'd- the like meaſure himſelf 
of others, ſoon after; for whereas he: had taken Þ 
-the-Oaths of forty principal'perſons to- aſſiſt hin 
after his Fathers Death, he was forſaken by them 
all, and afterwards putting himſelf into the . hands 
of Hernando Gonfales Governor | of Naples , upon 
his promiſe to prote& him, he was alſo betray'd 
by him, and ſent' Priſoner into Spain, as I have 
iignifid elſewhere. (c) | | Ne 

'* 46. The like Juſtice of God may | be. noted 
alſo in Chriſtie King of Denmark, and Nona), 
who Marry'd a Siſter 'of the Emperor Charles the 
*V.' in the'time' of” Henry the: VII. King of: Ery- 
land. (d) This ' Chriſtiern | beſieging Stockholm in 
- Secia took. it. by compoſition,” binding himſelf to 
certain conditions, not only. by Oath; but allo 
' by receiving the' Bleſſed Sacrament, which col 
ditions he 'obſerv'd for' ſome: days, till he had thc 


0a) Gnuicciard, ti, 5; - (b:) Jbid; G6). Tom? 
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Caſtle; and all the' trongeſt Places of the Town 
in his: own hands, ( a ) and'that he had furniſh'd 
'erm wich Men, and: Ammunition ; and then invit- 
ing il the Nobfe Men , and Magiſtrates to 
Banker, ro the number of ninty four, he im- 
rifon'd''em,, and. after kill'd 'em, with a great 
number of the Citizens; and finding that many 
elcap'd by hiding themſelves, he promis'd by Pro- 
clamation, Life and Liberty to all thoſe ,” which 
wereleftalive, whereupon. they all diſcover'd rhem- 
ſelves, and were all of 'em miſerably .Slain. And 
within" a while 'after he was driven out of his 
Kingdom by his own Subjes; and when he had 


| wander'd from Country ro Country, in all Po- 
'yerty. and Miſery, for the ſpace of ten years, he. 


was Teceiy'd again. by ſome of the chiefeſt of his 
Nobility, who' tho they promis'd him obedience 
and aſhiftance under their Hands and Seals, never- 
theleſs they rook him Priſoner upon his En- 
trance, and within a while poyſon'd him in Pri- 
ſon; whereby his perfidious fallhood was juſtly 
repay'd in the fame kind; - after whoſe depoſition 
and Death, his Uncle Frederick, a Worthy Prince, 
was'choſen King of Denmark, of whom Queen 
Am, Wife to King James the I, Lineally Des 
cended. nt . h 

- #7. About the ſame time 'alſo, the Duke of 
Burbon. ( b ) beihg fled from Francis the'I, King 
of France, to the Service of 'the Emperor Charles 
the V, who made by him Governor of Milan, ſo 


"ta J "Olaus May: li, 3s ca 3% (b} Muniter, 


exaſperated 
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x oy the people by his, exaftions, and,/ oru- 
chy, that they. roſe up: againſt him; who. to. Pacibie 
"em, bound him elt..by Oath, 'ro cenain,;condi- 
tions, praying alſo to God, | Mb in caſe ; he did 
not exattly. perfarm.'em, he. Ro r be Sig: -with 
a Buller in the firſt aceation of War that; ſhou'd 
be offer'd.; nevertheleſs, he. of afterw ards, Again 
to. his farwer cgurſe, without regard of his, Qath, 
and. þeivg within a, while after, made Generg],, of 
the Emperors Army in 1taly, he: was ramulrugul- 
ly .carry'd by the. Soldiers againſt | his Will-to..the 
Siege, of, Rome, (4), where he was, preſently Slain 
with a picce of Artillery of his. own , negligently 
diſcharg'd by bis Soldiers, and, fo he pay'd the 


penalty of his ,perjury ,. according to the Judg- 


ment, and Sentence he had Prophetically. given 
2gainſt himſelf. ; To, conclude ,'t theſe may. be 
added Henry the NI, King of ;France, (b) on 
whom Almighty God wonderfully extended. his 
Juftice i in'this king, as. I have particularly dechar'd 
in: this Chapter upon another occaſion, and there- 
fore ſhall not need to repeat It here. , 
48: Wherefore, I with all Machiavillians; -Weu fd 
conlider three things, which are made evident by 
theſe examples. Firſt, how deteſtable perfidiouſnels 
and perjury isinthe fight of God; Secondly, how 
dangerous alſo 'us to Princes, jn regard. of God's 
wrath, which throy the ſeverity .of God's. Juſtice 
will: Gil upon 'em, ;and. their, .Sratgs for rhe ſame; 
againſt; Which . AQ " human. wit, > 07 power is able 


oC 4,) : Paulus Iovius de. he urbis Rome 
(3) NC £al.s A IE. ie tay 
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to defend 'em; Thirdly, that all Machiavillian re- 
medies, conliſting as I ſayd before, partly in 
huwan prudence and diligence, and partly in 
force, and ſtrength of Guards, Gariſons, For- 
trefles, and ſuch like, are moſt frivolous and vain, 
when God is offended, and will puniſh for fin; 
whereupon it follows, that the foreſaid remedies 
are in like manner inſufficient ro protedt a per= 
fidious Prince from the danger of human puniſh- 
ment, which is commonly but a ſequel and effe& 
of the juſt Judgments of God, in whoſe hand 
are the Hearts and Wills of all Men, and who 
uſes the ſame as his Inſtruments to execute his 
Juſtice upon Princes when they deſerve it; as I 
have before fignifi'd,' (4) and purpole to declare 
more fully hereafter in the Seventh Chapter, 
| 49. Befides, 'tis evident enough in true reaſon 
of State, that tho there were no danger at all of 
God's wrath, yet theſe and ftich other Machiavilliar 
Policies, are not only inſufficient to prevent or. 
remedy the inconveniences which wicked Princes 
incur by the hatred of Men, but alſo many times 
encreaſe their dangers, and help ro precipirate 
'em into their utter ruin and deſtruction ; where- 
of I forbear ro treat more particularly here, partly 
becauſe 'twould require a longer Diſcourſe than 
is convenient for this place, and partly becauſe I 
{hall have a ſufficient occaſion to ſpeak thereof 
at large in the Fourth Chapter , where I will ex- 
amin certain principles of Machiavels Doctrin, and 
ihew the vanity thereof, for the better inſtruſtion 


| ( a ) Tom, 2s Chap, CD Nt 74 
of 
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of 2 young States-man, And in the mean time 
this {hall ſuffice, for what concerns the vertue of 
fidelity in a Prince ; with this concluſion , that 
becauſe the danger that Princes incur by fraud 
and deceit, proceeds principally from the juſt 
Judgments of God, as I have fully declar'd; there- 
fore the young States-man and Counſellor whom 
I inform, ought to underſtand what con- 
cerns this vertue of fidelity, as well as all other 
vertnesz that the reputation , which he is 
to defire and procure in his Prince, muſt be 
grounded, not upon vain ſhew's and appearances 
of counterfeit vertue , which God in Juſtice 
will diſcover, and punith ſooner or later, but up- 
on the folid foundation of ſincerity and truth, 
which is the ſureſt pillar and ſtay, of all human 
ations, and moſt grateful both to God and Man ; 
and therefore the Wiſe Man ſays, (a) He who 
walks fimply, and plainly, walks boldly and ſurely ; 
And he who runs an indire# courſe, hall be diſ- 
cover d. | 

50. It requires now, that I ſay ſomewhat tho 
very briefly, of the reputation of a Princes power 
and greatneſs, the loſs and decay whereof embol- 
dens his Enemies, diſcourages his friends, and 
expotcs his perſon to the contempt of all Men, 
-and his State to infinite dangers. For as the 
reputation of a Princes greatneſs, wealth , and 

wer, ſtrikes a terror and fear into the hearts 
as well of his Subjects, as of Strangers, and with- 
holds 'em from Conſpiring againſt him: So alſo 


ſa ) Proverb, cdfe Io. 9, 


the 
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the opinion of his weakneſs, works the contrary 
effect, and is the very Mother, and Nurſe of 
Rebellions, Confpiracies, and all Hoſtile attempts z 
and no Man knows how ſmall an attempt may 
overthrow the greateſt State in the World; ſeeing 
it depends only upon the ſucces, which no -Man 
can warrant ; and many times is ſuch, that it de- 
ceives all Mens expectation ; and therefore ' the 
ſureſt and wiſeſt way is, to uſe all preventions, 
that nothing be attempted againſt the State. 

51. To which purpoſe thz reputation of a 
Princes power, force, 'and greatneſs helps very 
much ; which Augufus Ceſar Knew fo well, that 
having loſt an Army in Germany of forty thouſand 
Men , yet he Continu'd the War for no other 
neceſiity or reaſon as Tacitus notes, (4) than to 
maintain the opinion and reputation of his power ; 
leſt otherwiſe he might grow.to be contemn'd as 
the great Xerxes was, who having terrift'd all Greece 
with his great Army of a. Million of Men,. was 
upon his overthrow and return into Perſia fo dif- 
pis'd, that he was kill'd by one.of his own Sub- 
xs. - So dangerous 'tis for a Prince, how grear 
loever he. is, to: looſe his reputation : Where- 
fore I conclude, that it imports a Wiſe C6un- 
ſellor to meaſure: and weigh all the commodity: 
and benefit of his Prince, as well with his 
Reputation, as with his Conſcience, tho not in a 
like degree. 

52. For tho Reputation be the chief external 
good of Man, as I have before fignifi'd , yer 'tis 


(4) Tacit, li, I, grnal, Iuftin. li, 
inferior 
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inferiorto the internal, which conſiſts in the goods 
of the' mind, whereof a pure Conſcience is the 
chief; - becauſe therein conſiſts the chief felicity of 
Man in this Life, as Saint Ambroſe ſays : (4) Be- 
fides, the benefit which redounds to Princes from 
utrity:of Conſcience, is the favor and proteion 
of Almighty God ro them"and their States 
in this World, and alfo an Eternal Reward and 
Salvation of their Souls in the next ; and the 
dammage that enſues from a corrupt and finful 
Conſciente', is God's indignation in this Life, | 
whereby "the greateſt Monarchs and their Monar- 
chies -have' periſh'd; and Everlaſting Damnation 
in the Wotld ro core :: Whereas on the other ſide, 
all the benefir or dammage, that the gain or loſs 
of Reputation can yield, being conlider'd in it 
ſelf, exrends no farther, than to the favor or difſ- 
favor''of Men; who' can neither uphold whom 
God overthrows, nor overthrow whom God pro- 
res; fot as the - Apoſtle ſays, - (b) 1f God be 
with «us, -'tis no matter who's again us. | 
53. | Whereupon it follows, that whether we re- 
gard the dignity and benefit of Conſcience and 
Reputation, or elſe the dammage that enſues from 
the blemiſh of either of 'em', -the reſpe&t of 
Conſcietice is far to: be preferr'd before the other; 
and the loſs of Reputation is then principally to 
be fear d, when Confeience is allo ſain'd ; for 
then the Prince lying open to the contempt and 
hatred; as well of God as Man, has no defence, 
but tay well fear and expe&t- puniſhment from 
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both; \and the rather » becauſe. the lofs and want 
ok\\Repuration , | 1s. one ſpecial meas whereby 
Got-Lis us'd' toc Execntg,, his.juſt. Judgment: ore 
widced Princes ;- it being moſt 6anſonant 'to juſtice 
and reaſon. chat thoſe: who contemn and :diſobey 
theit Soveraign Lord, King, amd Creator, ſhou'd 
be-ruin'd by the contempt, hatred and. difsberi. 
ence- of their: own Subjects ; which. danger is 
juſtly to be fear d,, when both mW. and 
Conſcience are Rain” d. Afi 

5 4.:71Bar when Conſcence; 1s: pure and entire g 
he lofs. of Repatation is ,nothipg ſo dangerous; 
forirh0- the moſt: juſt: and beſt;Men, are ſfome- 
times ſo) caluminated, - that. they, i incur "infaiby. and 


| dgrace, throu' the. practice of the wicked ; yer for 


1» muchas the! fame has: .pp; ground at all, ic 
nniſhes away like ſmoke ,..atd is ever 'throu' 
God's Juſtice,. diſcover'd and; dear'd in the end, 
o-rhein greater reputation- and:Hondr z and inthe. 
nean"time/'they:: have. thei. coibfext;, not only! of: 
God's protection, : as I. have fayd;; - but: alfo of 
heir own Conſciences ; the good: teftimony* 
vheveofe gives In fuch aka an. i\neſtimable: canſo- 
lon, : and. therefore the Apoſtle! ſays, fa) The 
Witimony! If - our > Conſcience is :onr - glory. In which 
tpect Wife. and Vertugus Princes, tho' they .al> 
ms; have: due >care: of their; gepuration; yet doi 
"h:ſo much regard; falfe rumors, :when their :Con-: 
Mace is.clear ,l[as'.ra forbearighe: execution of 
pot and neceflary defign\;\for fear thereof, 
ue APP; the Soon, of the As and. Valianc 


(«) 2 x Cor, cap. ls yer, Tie: = x "II 2; 
nt Conſul 
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Conſul Fabins Mazimuss {( a) ' Qui non ponebat''ru- 
mores -ante 'falntem 3 VFho preferr d nut. ' rumors : before 
the: good::of the Common-weatth. For tho: his: delays 
againſt - Hanmiba. were-ithrou': the; malicei of | his 
Enemies  much::caluminared' and :generally cons 
demn'd, by che common people as proceeding 
out. of 'cowardize. 4 yet he 'was nothing. .mov'd 
thereby ,- thinking it, 'as he -ayd , : aigreater 
cowardize to leave''a good purpoſe for: tear 'of 
Mens Tongues, than to leave: the Field for. fear 
of ar Enemy. In' which reſpect he continu'd his 
courſe,- till he had thereby waſted -;and confum'd 
the: Forces of Hawmibald, with: ſecuriry to the; Roman 
State, for which he was rafterwards highly: com- þf ;; 
mended, becauſe, as” Ennius lays, (b) Cundtunt ff » 
reſtitnit. nem. He" | repair 'd and: ns - rhe State L F 
the Romans by deluys.. (1 

| 55. Neverthelefs in ſuch caſes alſo, all diligence 7 
is to: be us'd by: Princes and 'itheir: Countetors; ff be 
to takeaway the''ſcandal , that. may follow::the J re 
Erroneous 'canceit of: their actions: --:tho ztheir i} (©, 
Confciences be never fo: clear; whereupon Saint NÞ Co 
Auſtin: ſays,” (c) '-That: he who. ruſting to his -Con- Þ yi 
ſeience  neoles  'his'\' Fame or good > "Name , is , ord. rec 
Whereof he gives this reaſon , "Becauſe, | lays: hey prc 
be kills. the Souls "of others; for itli6: he. do's;-nptÞf tha 
/ the evil that is fuppos'd,. yetithe >very ſuppols ph 
tion-thereof, ſerves for 2 ſtumbling-block. ro oversſ] + | 
throw /ſuch:, as are::weak and: 41l. diſpos'd ;- and] mo, 


therefore Saint: Auſtin: allo fays, ( 4): That Cw reſp 


" (ay 'Plur. in "Pablo. "Cicero li. 1; Of icio, (b) Biwid 
apud Ceron li, 1. de Offi, (c) Aug. Ser. 49: £4. b 
& de bono Viduitatis ca, wwe. {d} Ang. Ibid * © 
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ſcience and fame being two things, the one of *em is 
neceſſary for us, and the other for our Neighbour, and 
that he, who keeps his Conſcience clear, do's good to 
himſclf, but he who preſerves his fame, do's good 
to others. | 

56. For this cauſe alſo, Plato requires, (a ).in 
every good and vertuous Man, that he takes 
ſpecial care to leave behind him an everlaſting 
reputation and fame of his vertues, thereby to 
ſtir up not only Men of his time, bur allo all 
Poſterity ro. the imitation thereof; the which is 
moſt neceſfary in publick perfons , and eſpecially 
in Princes; becauſe their example incites to yer- 
tue or vice much more, than the example of 
private Men; and therefore not only reaſon of 
rate, bur Conſcience alſo binds 'em to be moſt 
careful of their reputation and good name, and 
got to permit the leaſt blemiſh therein, tho it 
be never ſo unjuſt, if it +can be conveniently 
remedy'd; but when it cannot be help'd withour 
ſome greater detriment to themſelves, or to the 
Common-wealth, then 'ris to be tolerared and borne 
with patience; for both Reaſon. and Conſcience 
require, that the publick and common good be 
preferr'd before any Mans particular benefit; and 
that of rwo inconveniences the leſs is to be' choſen, 


whereof Conſcience. is to be Judge. | 


* 57. Wherefore I conclude, that whereas Com 

modity, Conſcience, and Repurarion, are to-be 
reſpected in all deliberations concerning. Princes 
ftairs, Conſcience. ought always to predominate, / 


' and 


( 4 ) Plus, EÞ» ad, Diowyfiumy 26 
pig T7 x3 
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and to ſerve for the Touch-Rone and Rule, s 
well of Reputation, as of all Temporal Commoe- 
dities ; and therein a Counſellor will well dif- 
charge his Duty, if in all his Conſaltations he 
holds the Known axiom of Cicero for his ground, 
(4) Nibil eft atile quod non fit honeſtum. Nothing 
#s profuable which is not honeft; which point Cicen 
diſcourſes and teaches very well in his Offices. 
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CH AP. IV. 


What a Counſcllor is to conſider in the mut* 
ters which are to be Conſulted. 
A Counſellor. is to regard in the matten 
ro be conſulted; 'tis to be underſtood, 


that tho the. affairs of State are infinite, and 
therefore cannot be ſufficiently reduc'd to. part 
cular Rules; yer ſomethings are generally to be 
confider'd in all matters whatſoever, whereof I] 
will here touch ſome that at preſent occur to 
me. 20.. . 
2, Firſt, for a neceſſary preamble, or prepar 
tive -to all ' deliberations in matters of- State , 'ti 
to be confider'd, that in reſpe of the connexion 


ND now to come to the laſt point of 
my diviſiom, which is to ſhew what 1 
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which particular affairs of State, either have, or 
may have with the general Scate of Forraign 
di | Princes, 'tis convenient and neceffary for a Coun- 
he | ellor to have been a Traveller, or otherwiſe, that 
1d, | he by all means procure, an exat knowledge and 
ing} underſtanding, not only of his own Princes State 
cen | and affairs, but alſo of the Eſtates and affairs of 
« | other Princes , eſpecially -of ſuch as are Neigh- . 
bours , Enemies, or Confederates of his own 
Prince. | | 
—| 2. For this end two things are requiſice, that 
be be affable and courteous rowards all Men ; 
willing to hear, and confer with 'em, eſpecially 
firangers 3 becauſe by them he may learn very 
many things, of the State of Forraign Princes 
and Countries: For as the Spaniſh Proverb lays; 
Mas ſabe el necio en ſu caſa, que el cuerdo en 1s 
agena ; A fool knows more in his own Houſe, than 
of; wiſe Man do's in another Mans, And tho a 
1] Counſellor may perhaps by this facility, be many 
ny times troubl'd with impertinent matters; yet he 
df ſhall withal underſtand many things, which may 
nd import him to know, and there is no Man fo 
iy wike but he may ſometimes hear of a ſimple Man, 
fomewhar thar may ſerve to very good purpoſe ; 
fl and therefore the trouble in this caſe 1s to be 
0] borne with patience, in refpe&t of the benefit he 
may reap thereby. | | 
fl +4. The other thing neceſſary for a Counſellors 
Us] better information, is to procure frequent advices, 
ol 2nd intelligence by Letters from all parts, of the 
State, Humors, and Diſpoſitions of Forraign 
Princes; of all changes and innovations in their 
| __ G 2 Courts 


” 


) 
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Courts and Countries ; of their Marriages and 
Alliances, as alſo of their Children, and moft 
powerful Subjets; of Embaſſies to and fro, and 
their Treaties; of proviſions and preparations for 
War, by Sea and Land, and their intentions 
therein; of all Taxes and Impoſttions laid upon 
the people, or other levies of Mony; of the di- 
viſions and diſcontents that happen amongſt the 
Nobility, or common people ; and finally, of 
all other matters that may tend (either to the 
eſtabliſhment and ſtrengthning, or to the inno- 
vation or weakning of other Princes States. For 
tho a Counſellor by this means hear's many un- 
truths; yet he ſhal! very often receive advice of 
important matters, whereof he may make good 
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uſe and benefit; and being a Man of Judgment, || * 
and keeping correſpondence with divers, he may. || © 
ealily diſcern truths from falſhoods, by conter- 
ring their advices together, eſpecially if he rakes || Þ 
order that his correſpondents know not of one ff © 
another, Finally, he will by this means, not || © 
only Judge better, and more clearly of all matters || * 
that may concur to his Princes Service ; but will \ 
alſo make himſelf much more grateful to his | * 
Prince, by his diligence; and become more intimate ſt 
with him, by occaſion of his frequent advices of | © 
 Forraign News , which Princes are always moſt | * 
deſirous to hear. | Ju 
5. Secondly, a Counſellor is to conſider, that tt 
in all matters of Counſel, three things are ſpecially d& 
to be regarded; as Saint Thomas, (4) following « 


(4) $, Tho, 22, 4.55 Aritt* li, 6, Ethic 
<2. $2 Ariſtotle 


Part. P. Policy and Religion. or 
Ariſtotle, do's note : The firſt, is a due end; the 
ſecond, a convenient means; and the third, a fic 
time and fealon s That is, that the end and 
means be not only lawful , juſt, and honorable 
in themſelves, and in their own natures, but alſo 
convenient, and proportionable as well one to 
another, as alſo to the Perſon, State, and Power 
of the Prince; for if there be any inconveniency, 
or diſproportion in any of theſe, I mean if the 
means be not convenient for the obtaining of the 
end, or if the end or means b2 impoſlible, or 
above the reach and power of the Prince ; or 
baſe, and any way unfit for his State and Perſon ; 
or if the Counſel be givn out of due time and 
ſeaſon , eſpecially too late; ir looſes all its force 
and eſteem, and cannot be accounted either good 
or prudent, 

6. To this purpoſe I fay, that according to 
Plato's Rule, (a) he, who is to give his opint» 
on of any matter whatſoever , ought firſt fully 
to underſtand and know the State of the que= 
ſion, with all the circumſtances thereof, For 
Mans Judgment is grounded upon his knowledge, 
and guided thereby ; and ſome one little circum-- 
ſtance unknown, may wholly alter the caſe, anJ 
cauſe great error in the reſolution, inſomuch that 
afimple Man who knows more of a matter, may 
judge more wiſely thereof, than a far wiſer Man 
that knows leſs: And the reaſon why wiſe Men 
do not always judge with like wiſdom and pru- 
dence in all cauſes, is commonly, becauſe they. do 


not underſtand 'em alike. 


. («) Plato in Phodro, | 
| 0 0 | 7, But 
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7. Bur to proceed, the: ſubſtance and circum - 
ſtances of the marter being once fully known ro 
the Counkllor, he is then to paſs to the confi- i 
deration of the inconyeniencies, difhculties , dan- 
gers, diſcommodiries and commodities thereof 
which may afford different argaments , pro & «con, 
in. the diſcuſſion. and deciſion, whereby the pru- 
dence of a Counſellor is efpecially diicover'd, 

8. And here I note by rhe way , tho perhaps, 
F may ſeem fomewhar to. digreſs from the matter, 
that ſome Men who- have great vivacity and ſHharp- 
ncls of wit, to find out inconveniencies, to. fore- 
fee dangers, and to propound objections, doubts, 

and difficulties, have not maturity of Fudgmentts 
clear and decide 'em, or to find out remedies; 
and others who are more mature and ſound in 
Judgment, are leſs ſharp of wit : And: again, 
that: forme who. are of good capacity, have fo little 
Eourage, that. they are diſmay'd with every diffi- 
 eulty, and therefore cannot eaſily reſolve upon 
anything ; whereas others. of lels capacity, and 
more courape, -refolve far more eafily, and far 
Þerter in any occaſion; fo that we may- fay with 
the Poet; Now omnia poſſumas. onnes; Ve cannit 
all” deal. all things. - And therefore Philip de Comints 
obſerves very well, (4) thar: 'tis convenient for + 
Princes to have many Counſellors, ro the endJ "+ 
that one may ſupply the defefts of another ; Fu 
the wifeft, ſays he, do often Bit, either throw" paſſin, 
or throu hatred or affeition, or throu' the indiſpeſition | + 
of- their perſons, eſpecially aftev Dinner ; and if a,| - 
fays he, think that ſuch ought not to be made - Cont - 

(4 } Phil, de Com, Cron, du Roy, Lonis ea» 27+ | 

: EE on. ſellers 
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ſellors, it may be anſwer d, that we are all-Men, and 
that whoſoever will have none to be of a Princes Council, 
that Err at any time in Speech or Opinim, or are at 
other times mov'd and led with paſſion or aff dion, be 
muſt ſeck 'em in Heaven, for in Earth, none ſuch are 
to be found, Thus ſays this grave and wiſe Coun- 
ſellor; which I note: here by the way, to the end 
that young Counſellors may learn , neither to 
rely roo much upon their own opinion, nor 
-raſhly ro condemn their fellow Counſellors, if 
they Err and be ſometimes deceiv'd. 

- 9. And to proſecute this digreſſion yet a little 
farther, I alſo add, that 'tis neceſlary for a Prince 
-to have his Council: compos'd: like Man's Body , 
"that is ro ſay, of Men of different complexions 
-and humors, to the: end that the Cholerick 
heat and haſty fervor of ſome , may be temper'd 
with the Flegmartick coldneſs, and flow reſolution 
of others ; and that the vivacity of ſome Men's 
Sanguine Spirits, and. Elevated Wits, may. be 
-fomewhar kept down and counterpois'd with the 
maturity. of other Melancholly Judgments, which 
- Ariflotle bolds (a) to be ſoundeſt in matters of 
"Stare, whereby the whole Body of the Council 
may be reduc'd to 2 perfe&t temper; fo that the 


; predominant: quality: therein, be ſound Judgment 
in moſt,. or in ſome ar leaſt; which may help to 


-corre&.the peccanr and offenſive bumors of the 
:reft, and reftrain the ſuperfluity of overflowing con- 


{ceirts, clear doubts and difficulties, and fatisfie ob- 


-jections, which proceed many times from them, 


| -who are not-able to reſolve 'em, and ſerve to 
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great purpoſe in Councils, to whet the Wits and 
open the Underſtanding - 'of Men of Judg ment, 
This I have thought good to touch by. the way, 
that the young Counlelſor whom I adviſe, may 
underſtand ſomewhat as well the nature of a 
Council, as of the Office and Duty of a Coun- 
_{llor. 

10. But now to return to the conſideration of 
matters to be conſulted, 'tis requiſite that a Coun- 
:ſellor. prudently weighs, and compares the incom- 
modities with the : commodities; the inconveni- 
ences: with the remedies'; the difficulties and dan- 
gers, with the poſſibilities.; and probability to 
overcome 'em; and not to: reject a very com- 
 modious and honorable; defi 1gn becauſe 'ris coſtly, 
or ſome: way - inconvenient, difficult or danger- 
ous; for-as the . Proverb ſays, Omnis commuoditas 
fert incommodia ſecum; There is no commodity without 
an incommotdity :* As allo ,* Difficilia que pulchra ; 
Things that are honorable, are alſo difficalt ; and there- 
fore 'tis to be foreſeen, and provided ' that the 
_commodittes G6verweighs the dammages;- that the 
gain quits the. coſt ; that every inconvenience has 
ſome convenience, and: that every: difficulty be 
Jome way facilitated ; thar every important danger 
*may. be probably either eſcap'd or prevented ; that 
of commodities which cannot be. had rogether, the 
' greater be choſen ; and of- inconveniences, when 
all cannot be avoided, the leaſt be. admitted; 
-all which being foreſeen, and probably provided 
for,” any important action whatſoever, may be de- 
termin'd;, :counſell'd, and undertaken notwith- 
ſanding that ſome difficulties, and dangers ey 
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be incident thereunto, For he that will not take 
ains to crack the Nut, cannot eat. the Kernel, 
and he that will not hazard any thing, will gain 
nothing; For nothing venture, ſays the Proverb, 


nothing have. 


11. Yet this is. to be underſtood, that the 
danger muſt not be over great; which may partly 
be provided for, it it be foreſeen; as allo, that 
the greateſt danger rather concerns ſome circum- 
Rance of the matter, than the principal part, or 
the whole body of the plot ; and that the bene- 
fitexpected, far exceeds the loſs or detriment which 
may be fear'd.: Otherwiſe no certain thing of 
moment muſt be left, or adventur'd for a thing 
uncertain fince' as the Proverb ſays, (4) 4 Bird inthe 
hand is worth two in the buſh, and in doubtful mat- 
ters which cannot fully be reſolv'd, the leſs doubr- 
ful or more. afſur'd are to be preferr'd; and finaE 
ly the hope of benefit muſt be grounded upon 
probable reaſon, and ſufficient means to compals 
the, ſame, and not upon chance; which is ſo un- 
certain that no Man can fafely build any impor- 
tant matter thereupon. And therefor. Tiberius Ceſar 
held it for a great Maxim of State, as Tacitus wit- 
nelles. Non omittere caput © rerum, neque ſe in caſum 
dare; Neither to let ſlip the firſt opportunities, nor 
ls: adyenture himſelf or his affairs upon chance, that 
8, not to hazard. himſelf or his Eſtate in. any en- 
terpriſe, when he had not a. ſufficient probabiliry 
of ,000d ſucceſs. FR 
12. For tho the event of all Plots that are 
Pur In execution, is caſual, depending upon the 

(4) Taclt, Annal, 
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Will of God, as I have before amply declar'd, yet 
'is a Wife Mans part. to.do- that which lies in him, 
to aſſure it, by all probable and convenient means, 
and. then to. leave the. reſt ro God's diſpoſition; 
for otherwiſe he ſhou'd tempt God and offend him 
by his negligence ; as I have before ſignift'd; (4) 
wherefore: without this probability of affurance, 
no: matter of tmportance ought to be attempted 
by any Wiſe Man, except in deſperate cafes, when 
the. necc{fity and: exigence is- {o great and ſudden, 
as ſometimes it falk out ro- be; thar there ts no 
rime'or place for diſcourſe ; for then there is ns 
remedy; bur torruſt only. to God and a Man's good | 
fortune 5 which. falls otir many times- berrer than 
according-to human prudence cou'd- be expected 
or imagin'd; as it did' to' Inlins Ceſar, (b) who 
finding himfelf unable ro give+ Bartle ro Pompey, 
becaute' his: Forces were not arriv'd; - and being i 
rhe: mean time conſtrain'd ro diſpuiſe himſelf, and 
oto' Sea ina little Fregar, in fuch ſtormy wearhet 
2nd rough. Seas, that the Pilot wou'd nor venture 
our, 'difcover'd himſelf unto him, bidding hin 
fer Sail 'and' fear nothing, becauſe he carry'd' Cefa 
and his-fortune; which ſucceeded well, for there 
by he efcap'd' at thar time, and*'afterwards: over- 
threw Pompey, and became Emperor of the World, 
bur this: he did becauſe he had no other remedy, 
thinking it better rather ro expoſe himſelf to 
the mercy; of the Sea; than of his Enewy. ' 
13. And in ſuch deſperate and ſitdden exigenct 
when there's no time and place 'for Wiſdom or 


| ( a} Tom, 20 Chad. t- Num, 65 | (Bb) Plut, i 
Tulio Ceſare. ; ET | p | 
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mple Idiot may 
be better than of the Wifeft Man, for as 4riſtorle 
fys, fome ſuch being by the Providence of God born 
fortunate, and following the impulſe and motion 
of Nature, may adviſe or execute more happily 


than Men of great Wifdom, who pondering all 
things in the ballance of reafon- and diſcourfe, do 


not tollow many times a fortunate motion in them- 


elves, or the happy Counſel of others, becauſe they 


ke not foime gaod and reaſonable ground for the 
ame, whereby they neglect and loofe their good - 
fortune. And to this purpoſe 4riftetle alledgesthe 
old Proverb; Fortuna favet fatuis ; Fortune fawor's 


Fools, as I have before fignifid, where L have . 


ſpoken of this Poiat. | 
14, Hereupon I conclude two things; the one 
that except incaſe of neceſſity, a Wiſe Man-oughr 
to leave nothing to chance, that may be anyw 

alur'd by reaſonable. means , - becauſe: of the. dan. 
ger that may thereby enſue; for tho dangerous 
Counſels grounded upon hope: of good fortune, 
ſpeed well fometimes by meer chance, yer they 
prove moſt commonly pernicions, and therefore 
the Wiſe Man fays well; (4) He who loves danger 
Joutl periſh in it. | £12: C16 

> 15. . The other conclufion 1s, that feeing Men 
are: many -times pur to ſuch ſudden. extremiries, 


that they! have no-time or opportunity, to take 


advice, or ſafficiently ro conſult with others , "tis 
moſt neceſfary, thar they provide and arm thems 


flves againſt che fame by frequent Prayer, and 


(a) Ecclinoaps 3. Vere 29% - 
molly a 
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by a daily recommendation of all their ations to 
Almighty God, the Author and giver of all good 
ſucceſs, to the end that he may in ſuch caſes, 
guide, protect and proſper 'em; as I before have 
ſufficiently declard, (a) and cannot repeat too 
often , becauſe I eſteem it to be the beſt advice 
that any Counſellor can give to his Prince. 

16. The third ſhall be to ponder-and examen 
diligently , not only the preſent ſtare of the mat- 
ter,, and the immediate or next ſequels thereof, 
bur alſo what may be like to ſucceed from time 
to time, and eſpecially what may be the conclu- 
fon 'or upſhor of the whole; for many times it 
falls. our, that deſigns proſper and ſucceed well for 
a while, and yet overthrow the Authors and at- 
rempters in the end; not ſo much by fortune or 
chance, as by overſight of the Counſellor or con- 
triver thereof, who being deceiy'd with the appear- 
ance or hope, of ſome preſent or near commodity, 
foreſces not, or-elſe neglects to avoid ſome future 
andifinal diſgrace : Much like: to the fick Man, 
who following his own appetite, Eates or Drinks 
. fomething which refreſhes and contents him. for 
the preſent, but: augments. his Diſcaſe and Kills 
him in the end. In this Point. all wicked 'and 
Machiaviliaz Counſels: fail for the moſt part, .which 
often: ſucceed well for a time. thron' God's per- 
' miſſion, for ſecret. cauſes known to his Divine 
Wiſdom, but .in the end both' deſtroy Princes 
and their States, partly throu'-the Juſtice of Al 
mighty.God, and partly! by Error of the. Couny 

{ « ) Tome. Caps 1, Numey il & > 
E-. (ellors 
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ſellors in true reaſons of State, as I hope amply, 
and ſubſtantially to prove hereafter. (4) 

17. In the mean time I add for the preſent a. 
fourth conſideration to the ſame purpoſe, which 
is, that a Wile Counſcllor ought to weigh the 
commodity of every thing with the ſtabiliry and 
ſecurity thereof; and not to adviſe his Prince to 
purchaſe with a few years of preſent pleaſure, or 
benefit, many years of future pain or inconvenience; 
but rather ro endure ſome diſadvantage or dam+ 
mage for a time, when thereby he may afterwards 
attain to ſome ſtable and permanent good ; which 
nature teaches us by the courſe it takes in human 
and worldly affairs, ordaining motion, for reſt; 
buſineſs, for repoſe; labor, for eaſe; and pain, 
for pleaſure. In which reſpe&t a Wiſe Man lIa- 
bors when he 1s Young, to reſt in his Old Age. 
and takes a loathſome potion- or bitter Pill, to 
recover health ; and willingly endures all Tempo- 
rl Miſery, to attain in the end to Eternal Feli- 


city, This I fay not only Nature , but alſo true 


Wiſdom, which always follows the courſe and 
ſteps thereof do's teach us, no leſs in matters 
of State, than in all other human affairs. 

18, Wherefore for the ſame reaſon, a Coun- 
ſellor ought alſo to prefer a certain and laſting 
commodity , tho it be leſs, before a greater thar 
sſhort and uncertain; to which purpoſe. Theopom- 
jus. King of Lacedemon, anſwer'd the Queen his 
Wife very well, (6) when ſhe lamented that he 
you'd leave leſs Royal Authority to his Children, 


(4) Tom, #, Cap. 6: 7. (b) Plutarch in his 
Treatiſe whether a Prince ought to be Learned, - 


+ | than 
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than he had receivd of his Father, becauſe he 
had ordain'd certain Controllers of the Kings call'd 
Ephori: No, ſays be, T1 jhall leave it 'em gpreatet 
becauſe 'twill be more firm and ſecure; thus he an- 
fiver'd very Wilcly, meaſuring the benefir of Prince- 
ly Authority, not ſo much by greatneſs, as by e- 
curity and ftability, whereunto all the Counſels 
and Endeavours of Wiſe Counſellors and States« 
men ought chiefly to tend;. yet with this confi- 
deration, that tho of Worldly things fome are 
more ſtable and permanent than others, yer there 
is no true ſtability in any of 'em, and therefore 
all Wiſe Men's Counſels, are chiefly direted to 
the attaining of Heavenly things, in which there 
is true ſtability, they being everlaſting; whereof 
I ſhall ſay more hereafter. (4) 

19, Now foraſmuch as ſufficient Rules cannot 
be giv'n in particular concerning State affairs, þe- 
cauſe they are infinite andvariable, and by reaſonof 
the infinite occaſions and accidents that fall out 
daily to be confider'd, all which may require dif- 
ferent conſiderations, according to the different 
nature and quality of the matters, and the ſundry 
circumſtances of times, places and perſons, I have 
therefore thought good for example ſake, andthe 
inſtruction of young States-men, to handle and 
debate here, ſome one matter of Stare by way df 
diſcourſe. And becauſe occaſion is offer'd often- 
times to deliberate about the maintenance of.4 
Civil War in a Forraign Country, I will tet dow 
my own opinion, what advice a young States-mal 
may ſafely give concerning the fame. 

( # ) Tom, 2x Copa 9. Nam-274 GC 
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is | For the better and more particular inſtruttion 
Y of a Young Counſellor, concernins matters 
j- zo be Conſulted : The Oneſtion or matter 
ell of State is debated, and taken into a delts 
beration, about the maintenance of a Civil 
War in a Forraigs Countrys 


| Hoſoever ſhou'd give advice con- 
cerning the maintenance of a 
Civil War in a Forraign Coun- 


try, 'twould be convenient for 
him, in my opinion, chiefly to conſider theſe 
following points. 
ie | 2+ Eirſt, the equity and juſtice of the cauſe, as 
yell of his Princes part, whether it may be juſt 
ad lawful for him to give the aſſiſtance demand- 
ed, as alſo whether the quarrel of thoſe who de- 
mand the ſame, be lawful and juſt, or no? For 
_ E juſtice and equity be wanting in either, no 
p of Ommodity that a Prince can receive or expet, 
/ "an counteryail the diſhonor, danger , and dam- 
mage, which he will aſſuredly incur by the offence 
"a of Almighty God; (a) Who takes away the Life 
if Princes, and is terrible to the King's of the Earth; 


20 Ang will aſluredly ſooner or later exa&t of him a 


' { a) Pſal. F&£ TJs 
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ſevere account thereof, or perhaps of his State, 
or of both; which is the- chief and higheſt poing 
to be confider'd in all deliberations of Princes, 
ſeeing the deſtruction and utter ruin of them and 
their Eſtates, proceeds chiefly from the offence of 
God; as I have partly made evident already, (4) 
when I treated of the Juſtice of God, and will 
make more manifeſt hereafter. (b) | 
3- 'Tis alſo to be confider'd what good and juſt 
Morives his Prince may have on his own part, to 
give the ſuccours demanded, which may be re- 
duc'd to four caſess The firſt, when he may do 
thereby ſome notable ſervice to God, which is 
always in it ſelf not only honorable, but ally 
profitable; and as it were, Mony pur to intereſt 
in reſpeR of the reward, he ſhall receive aſlured- 
Ty at God's hands for the ſame, howlſoever it fuc- Þ n 
ceeds for the preſent. EE 
4. The ſecond” caſe is, when he is bound by I & 
Oath, Promiſe, or Gratitude, to fuccour the party || yt 
that crav's his aſſiſtance : For in ſuch a caſe the I Ct 
omillion thereof, when it may juſtly and conveni- Þ no 
ently be done, were both offenſive to God, and | yh 
allo diſhonorable, and dangerous to a Prince, 5 | no 
well in refpe& of. God's puniſhment of his per- bl 
jury, whereof I have before ſpoken ar large, (c) as Ju 
alſo for the bad example and juſt occation he Fney 
wou'd give to others, his Allies, -and Confeder- I prit 
ates, yea, and tq his own Subjects to forſake him Fore 
in his neceſlity. ES BB 


(«) Tom. 1. Caps 16. I. 19. 19. 20s 7. We 
(b) Tom, 20 Cap. go (C} Tom, 2, Cap. 3» Nu, 
I7. I3s © ce om | 
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5. The third caſe is, when the Prince, of whom 
ſuccour is demanded, has a juſt pretence to a 
Forraign Crown or State; for the obtaining where- 
of, be may hope to gain a party, by maintaining 
2juſt quarrel inthe ſame State or Country; where- 
in, reſpect 1s to be had, whether the Prince's own 
Forces be lo ſufficient for the execurion of his 
enterpriſe , that he ſhall need to rely no farther 
upon his party , than only to facilitate the fame 
for if his hope of good ſucceſs, either in obtaining. 
his pretence, or in conlerving or maintaining of 
it afterwards, chiefly depends upon the good Will, 
Fidelicy, and Strength of ſuch a party, he Builds, 
3 a Man may fay, upon the Sand, and puts to 
a venture his Jabor, charges, and reputation. 

6. Hereot we have hada lamentable example not 
many years fince in Sebaftian King of Portugal, (4) 
who, hop'd ro make himſclf King of Morroco, un- 
d&r colour of reſtoring thereunto Muley Mahomet ; 
whereof he made fo ſure an account, that he carry'd a 
Crown 'with him ro Crown himſelt King there ; 
not conlidering that his adverlary Muley Moluco , 
who was then in Poſſcſhon of thac Kingdom, was 
not only moſt Valiant for his Perſon, bur allo 
able to bring into the Field for his defence, above a 


hundred thouſand Horſe and Foot; againſt whom 
; Feverthelels King Sebaſtian undertook the enter- 


pride, with an Army only of three thouſand Soldiers, 
or thereabouts ; the moſt part of 'em undiſciplin's : 
Bclides that neither he himſelf, nor any tha 


(@) Hizron, Coneftigio del tinio de lib, reg. a, 
Portugailo lib. 2. | | 
H commanc. ad 
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commanded the Army under him, had ever born 
Arms before; infomuch, that he truſted, as it 
{cem'd, tothe Conduct and Forces of Muley Mahomet 
his Confederate, who when it came to the up-ſhot, 
was not able to bring to the Field two thouſand; (| 
ſo thar adventuring with fo few, ro fight withf 
above forty thouland Horſe, and ten thouſand | 
Foot, and as ſome fay a far greater number; his} | 
Army was preſently inclos'd on all fides, and fff | 
oppreſt by the multitude of his Enemies, that he loſt | 
borh the Battel and” his Lite. So dangerous a thing] ; 
it is, for a Prince to ground any defign of a For-f| | 
raign War,upon a falſe conceit,cither ofthe weaknek fþ q 
of an Enemy, or of the ſtrength of a Confederate, | j, 
and not upon ſufficient forces of his own, h 

7. The fourth caſe is, that when to avoid ſomeff { 
eminent danger of Invaſion or War at home, ot] (| 
ſome other great yexation; a Prince is forc'd toff y 
hold his Enemy employ'd in his own Country, ff re 
by ſupporting there a juſt quarrel againſt him: 
W herein tho he may ſpend largly without fear off ;; 
loſs, in reſpect of the preſent ſecurity which hefſ 
purchaſes; and exemption from greater expenceſ| gf 
and dang.r at home : Nevertheleſs 'twill be Wit-| oe 
dom for him in my opinion to practiſe the Coun-J| nc 
fel, which Alcibiades the Athenian gave to Tiſtefemts, an 
in the like caſe; which was, not to give greatelY tai 
ſuccour than may ſuffice ro keep the War il or 
on foot, as well to gain time , which often reme- 
dies the greateſt inconveniences, as allo to exte-f Er 
nuate and weary out both parties ; in ſuch ſort, that fer 
whether the War end by Victory or Compoſition, 


they may not be able to aſlail him; which be 
may 
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may very well fear, tho the party he aſſiſts 
ſhowd prevail, 

8. For this purpoſe 'cis to be confider'd, that 
Civil diſſentions, end many times to the coſt of 
the Forraign Prince, who maintain'd the fame ; 
whether they end by Victory of his Enemy, or of 
his Confederate, or elſe by their compoſition, for 
his Enemy if he overcomes remain's more irri- 
tated, and more oblig'd to ſeek revenge than be- 
fore; and his Confederate if he vanquiſhes the 0- 
ther, and ſucceeds him in his State, is more like 
to prove an Enemy than a Friend; eſpecially, if the 
quarrel of the other was not perſonal, proceed- 
ng from ſome particular injury done ro him, 
bur, as commonly it happens, a quarrel of State ; 
for in that caſe, whoſoever {hall be Governor of 
the ſame State, will be his Enemy, notwithſtanding 
any benefir receiv'd, for experience teaches that the 
reſpect of graticude for paſt benefits, little avail's, 
when it mects with reaſons of Stare; which, as Guic- 
dardin ſays, ( a ) With Princes, overweighs all other 
anſiderations, and ſo differs according to the varicty 
of occaſions and ſucceſs of affairs, that it chan- 
ges daily; and of a Friend to Day, mak's an E- 
nemy to Morrow : In which reſpect, the Leagues 
and Amities of Princes, are commonly very uncer- 
tain and unſecure, be the obligation never fo 
great. 

9. Henry the VII King of England, became an 
Enemy to Charles the VIII King of France, in dc- 
fence of the Duke of Britany, for reaſons of State, 


(4) Guicciard, nadi auift po'it, ; 
H 2 (a) tho 
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( 4) tho the faid Charles did a little before afliſt 
him with Men and Movy againſt King Richard the 
II, and help'd to make him King of England. 
And whar greater benefit cou'd one Prince receive 
of another, than Elizabeth Queen of England re- 
ceiv'd of philip the Il King of Spain, { b ) who 
when he was King of England, ang Marry'd to her 
Siſter, fav'd/ her L ife, which otherwiſe ſhe had loſt 
upon account of her Conſpiracy againſt her faid 
Siſter; yet nevertheleſs ſhe became the greateſt 
—_ he had,-and continu'd fo during his Lite. 
Clbrecver, ir commonly falls out, that the 
paſey whom a Forraign Prince help's to advance, 
remain's his debtor for the charges beſtow'd in Te 
ſuccour ; whereupon it follow's many times, that 
the eedicor looſes both his friend and his Mony; 
for if he truſts to bare promiſes of repayment, 
he is in danger to be ſerv'd as Edward the Black 
Prince was, (c) who going 1n perſon with a great 
Army into Spain, ro ſuccour Peter King of Ca#ile, 
upon his promiſe to repay him all his expences, 
was after the Victory fo delay'd and deluded by 
him, that he was forc'd to return without any fari(- 
faction; by means whereof he was conſtrain'd 
to lay fuch impoltions upon his own Subjcs in 
Aquitane, tor the payment of his Soldiers, that they 
Rebell'd, whereby he loſt the greateſt part of that 
Country. 
11. And putthe caſe he {hou'd have any places, 
or Towns deliyer'd him in conſideration of his &xs 


(a) Pnolid Virgil, hit, &ngl. li, 26. (bY Sard. 
h, 2. de Schiſm, Angl, (c} Pulid, Virg. bift, 
Angl, lib, 19. 


Pences, 
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ences, or for his better ſecurity, which any 
Prince that fhall give fuccours to Forratgners, has 
reaſon to require ; many times his Friend for rea- 
ſons of State becom's his Enemy, to recover the 
places, he before gave him: And fo allo it com- 
monly fall's out that whenfoever Civil Wars and dif- 
ſentions come to an end, by compoſition of the par- 
ties divided, who for the moſt part willingly agree 
and joyn together, againit the Forraigner thar main=- 
rain'd their diviſion, eſpecially if he has any hold or 
footing in their Country, tho it were at the firſt 


with thir own conſent; Whereof I will alledge bl 


few examples as well Ancient as Modern. 

12. In the Baron Wars in England in the time 
of King Iohn, Lewis the VIII, Son to Philip the Il 
King of France, aſſiſted the Barons againſt their 
King; and being call'd by them into England, and 
Proclam'd King thereof, was {hortly afccr by com- 
mon conſent, as well of them as ot all other Eng- 
liſh, drivin out again. (a ) 

12. Philip Duke of Burgundy alſo to be re- 
veng'd of the Duke of Orleans and of Charles the 
VII. whilſt he was yet but Dolphin, call'd Henry 
the V, King of England into France, and affiſted him 
firſt to make him Regent, and afrerwards ro Crown, 
not only him, bur allo Hey the VI his Son, 
King of France in Paris; yet tn the end he made 
his Peace with King Charles aforelaid , and help'd 
him to deprive the Englijb of all that, which either 
they had gor by his means , or clſe held before 
by Title of Inheritance. (b) 


(a) Polidor, Virgil. hiſt. Anglie li. 15, Paul. Amils 
In Philip, 2» (b) Pol, Vog, in Henr, 5, @ 6» 
H 3 -- Tj. 8 
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14. In like manner Charles the VIN King of 
France was moſt earneſtly ſollicited to the Con- 
queſt of Naples by the Neapolitans themlelves, (4) - 
who nevertheleſs ſhortly after help'd to expel 
the Garriſons and Forces he left there, not- 
withſtanding they had receiv d great benefits from 
him, 

15. Elizabeth alſo Queen of England , ſup- 
ported the Proteſtants in the firſt troubles of 
France againſt their King, with great charges, and 
expences; and when they made their Peace, in 
the Year of our Lord, 1562. they all joyn'd 
with the Catholicks againſt her, to recover Havre 
de Grace, which they had before givn her, for 
the aſſurance of the Mony, {he had lent 'em, 

16, And now laſtly, notwithſtanding the 
chargeable and coſtly ſuccours of Men and Mony 
thar the French Catholicks receiv'd of Philip the II 
King of Spain, of Glorious Memory , yer they 
forſook him almoſt all in the end, and joyn'd 
with his and their adverſe party and made War 
againſt him to recover from him ſome few Towns 
in the Frontiers of Flanders, which they had 
givin him before, for his and their ſecurity. 

7, Wherefore, tho things do not always ſuc- 
cced in this manner; yet foraſmuch as moſt com- 
monly they do, and that nothing 1s more un- 
certain than that which depends upon the Will, 
Aﬀection, or Gratitude of other Men ; or upon 
reaſon of State, which, as I have fayd, do's change 
and vary daily, according tro the variety of occali- 


(4) Philip, Comin, in Carol, 8, (a, 2» &@ 39. 


Ons, 
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ons, I hold it for a ſpecial point of prudence in 
a Prince, to take the ſurcſt way, by not engag- 
ing himſelf roo far, nor adventuring more than 
he cares. not to looſe, in the maintenance of a 
Civil War in a Forraign Country; except when 
either the ſervice of God, ſome juſt obligation , 
or the conſervation of his own State, necelſlarily 
require it, Thus much concerning ſuch points, 
as' are to be weigh'd, in behalf of the Prince, 
that is to give the ſuccour. 

18, Moreover, great conſideration is alſo to bc 
had of the State and Condition of the parties that 
demand it; as whether they be able to overcome 
their adver{aiics? Or at leaſt to ſtand and maintain 
their quarrel, with the afſfiſtance which they crave 
or may begiv'n them? For otherways 'twere great 


-imprudence in any Prince , to undertake their 


maintenance , but rather to endeavour by way of 
Treaty betwixt 'em and ther adverſary, to com- 
ound the quarrel, and thereby to make him- 
ſelf grareful ro both parties. 

19. And foraſmuch as ir many times fall's 
out, that the abiliry and power of the party, that 
crav's aſſiſtance, conſiſts not in the ſtrength of 
ſome one Porent and Abfolute Prince, bur in 
the force of many Princes, Towns, or States, 
Confederated and Leagu'd together ; 'tis in fuch 
a caſe chiefly to be contiderd, how, or upon 
what reaſons the ſaid party 1s united ? 

20, To this purpoſe 'tis ro be noted, that-in 
all Confederacies and Leagues, . wherein many 
unite themſelves, the Confederates are mov'd 
thereunto, either with one motive or end, as in 


H 4 the 
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the Cantons of the Switzers; or in the League 
which the Pope, the King of the Romans, the 
King of Spain, the Venetians, and the Duke of 
Milan made againſt Charles the VIII King of France, 
for the diffcrence of Jraly; (a) wherein all of 
'em were intereſſed, Or elſe they are mov'd there- 
unto, with divers and fundry motives, fome with 
one, and ſome with another; as for example, in 
the late French League or Union, ſome enter'd 
only for the conſervation of the Catholick Reli- 
gion, which was the common and pretended end 
of all that party; others enter'd for particular re- 
ſpects, as either for paſſion, or ambition , or 
for the friendſhip of ſome Man on the one tide, 
or hatred of ſome one on the other, or for hope 
of future gain, or for preſent profit and com- 
modity, or ſuch like motives. 

| 21. Now then thoſe that are Jed by particular 
reſpets, do not for the moſt part remain any 
longer in any League, then they may hope to 
obtain their defires, and when they are perſuaded 
that they may ſooner obtain the ſame by adhere- 
ing to the -adverſe party , they are eaſily induc'd 
theteunto; and hereupon commonly follows the 
diſſolution of ſuch Leagues and Contederacies; 
for which cauſe the ſtrength and power of any 
League, is not to be meaſur'd ſo much by the 
multitude of Confederates, be they never fo great 
and powerful, as by their concurrence and agree- 
ment in one and the ſelf ſame end: For as few 
Men under one head, are ſtronger than many 


(a) Philip de Com, Crone» du Roy Charles ca. 23+ 
| under 
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under many and different heads, as Philip de Comines 
notes (4) very well, fo few principal perſons 
or Towns, united rogether for one and the ſelf 
ſame cauſe, are to be repured far ſtronger, and - 
more like ro ſtand, than very many, tho much 
more potent, if they have many and 'differenr 
ends, 

22. Wherefore, it much imports a Prince who 
ſupports a Forraign League, to diſcover as much 
as he 1s able, what end or motive induc'd the 
heads and principal Confederates to enter into if, 
whereby he will the better diſcern, whar their 
force and ſtrength may be, and how like they are 
to ſtand. and maintain their quarrel ; for it 
they have all one end, they may be reputed the 
ſtronger; bur if their ends be different they can- 
not long ſtand; as we have ſcen by experience of 
late, in the French League; which notwithſtanding 
the great ſuccours both of Men and Mony givn 
'em by the Catholick King , diſlolv'd rather of 
it ſelf, than by any force of Enemy ; by reaſon 
that very many of the Governours of Towns and 


chief Pillars thereof, concurr'd nor in one end 


with the whole League; and therefore when they 
recetv'd fatisfaftion of their particular ends and 
defires, or ſaw themſelves our of hopes thereof, 
they  ealily chang'd their party. 

23. To ſuch Leagues, united only in exterior 
ſhew, and not in one common end, I hold it 
not ſecure or convenient for a Prince to give 
ſuccour, except he be mov'd thereunto by ſome 


{ a ) Pbilip de Com, Cron, du Roy Louis. £«. 26, 
eminent 
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eminent danger of Invaſion, or other great dam- 
mage, which he fear's to receive from the 
Enemy of ſuch a League: In which caſe neceſ(- 
firty may force him to hold his ſaid Enemy em- 

loy'd, as I have fignifi'd before in this Chapter, 
(4) whilft he prepares for his better defence ar 
home, or at leaſt. may win time, which in all 
extremities 15 to be fought, and often hinders 
the greateſt inconveniences. 

24. Morcover, foraſmuch as the ſuccours de- 
manded, or givn, conſiſt commonly either in 
Mony, Men, or in both; and that it imports a 
Prince: for the furtherance of ſome juſt pretence, 
or obligation of his own, or for ſome publick 
good, liberally ro employ not only his forces, 
bur alſo his Mony , to maintain and ſupport a 
Forraign League; I will add ſomewhat concerning 
the fame, to the end that a Young Statiſt may 
the better underſtand, both what to adviſe, and 
alſo how to act therein, 

25. Firſt therefore, concerning the beſtowing 
of Mony, I ſay, that altho it cannot be deny'd, 
but that Mony do's very much in all bufinek 
of this nature, for Quid non mortalia peftora cogit } 
auri ſacra fames? What do's not the inſatiable hunge Þ| w! 
of Gold compel Men to do ? Yet ordinarily the & 
effect that Mony has, is but to diſpoſe theft 
Wills and Minds of Men, to the defir'd end; | the 
which diſpoſition nevertheleſs, in ſome that receive || ta 
the Mony, is none at all, in others very little, || tha 
and in moſt very doubtful, and to be fulpected;Þ rea 


(4 } Tome 2. Cape 5. Nu. 7. 
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for thoſe ro whom thou giv'ſt thy Mony either 
are thy Enemies, Friends, or Neutrals, if 
{- Þ they be thy Enemies, commonly they take thy 
n- | Mony, to impoveriſh thee, and to enrich them- 
r, | ſelves, and ro employ thy own Mony againſt thee 
at | when time ſerves; if they be Friends, thy Mony 
il } works little, becauſe their own good Will and 
rs | Friendſhip, bind's 'em more to thee, than thy 

Mony; if they be Neutrals, and become thy 
e- || Friends for the profit they gain by thee; their 
in | Friendſhip will laſt no longer than the profit 
a || continues, and when they ſhall think ro get more 
e, || by thy Enemy than by thee, they will be his 
c> | Friends for the_ſame reaſon, that they were thine 
s, | and altho they ſhall reap never ſo great benefir 
2 ff by thee, they will perſuade themſelves, rhat thou 
ng | ſkeekeſt thy own commodity and not theirs, and 
ay || that thou art beholding to them , becauſe they 
nd | vouchſafe to take thy Mony. 

26. And foraſmuch as the hunger and deſire 
ng | of Mony , encreaſes with the potleſſion and uſe 
d, I thereof, the more thou giveſt 'em, the more they 
eſs | will deſire, for as Cicero ſays, (a) Fit deterior qui 
ogit | «cipit, & ad idem ſemper expeftandum paratior ; He 
19e1 | who takes pr receives Mony , is made worſe thereby , 
the (| id is always the readier to expect more. So that 
thefſſif you do not give 'em, when , and what 
nd; I they {hall expect or demand of you, they will 
iv ate you more becauſe you refule to give 'em, 
tle, than they lov'd you for what they have al- 
; | feady receiv'd ; for as Seneca ſays, Vetus & nota 


C 4) (acero Offi, l. 8, | 


ingratitudo 
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ingratitudo eft, dati immemores, meminiſſe negati ; ide - 
que rare & tepentes gratie, feruide & frequentes que - 
rele; 'Tis an old and notorious ingratitude, to forget a 
benefit receiv'd, and ill to remember a benefit denyd, 
whereupon it follows, that thanks are rare and cold, 
and complaints frequent and fervent. 

27. I fay not this becauſe I think it not con- 
venicnt to Negotiate with Mony, to gain and en- 
rertatn the affections of Men, but only to fignihe 
that 'tisto be done with great conſideration ; for as 
Pliny ſays, (4a) Inconſfiderate largitionis comes, Pani- 
rentia ft ; Repentance ever accompanies the inconſtderate 
Employment of Mony. | Therefore to ſay ſomewhat 
of this point, my opinion ts, that 'tis convenient 
for any onc, that Negotiates with Mony in a 
firange Country, to have his Purſe always open, 
for ſuch as are true Friends to him, and the 
League; as well to gratitie them, and recompence [ 
their good Wills and good Offices, as allo to n 
belp their neceſlities, and enable 'em- ro uphold | 
their party. | 4 

28. And thoſe may. be accounted true Friends, 
whole End is either the common End of the ; 
whole League, or fo dependant thereupon, that it , 
cannot be otherwiſe obtain'd, but by the good A 
ſucceſs of the League; and to ſuch, Mony may Þ| = 
always be ſecurely giv'n, when their necellities, or 
the Publick good of the League ſhall require 
ir: Bur to others in my Opinion, little or no- | Þ 
thing 1s to be giv'n, unleſs it be ro buy of 'em . 
ſome important Places, or to recompence Inrelli- _ 


gences, or other ſervices already done ; and rherc- N 
( a} DPiin, lib, 9, ep, | the 


fore 


( 


k 
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tore it will be convenient to uſe all diligence , as 


before I figniftt'd, to diſcover the true Mortives 
that induc'd thoſe to enter into tne League to 
whom Mony ts to be giv'n. 

29. And in cale it may ſcem ncedful, ro yen- 
ture ſomething to entertain ſome few Principal 
Men, tho Neutrals or ſuſpected, ro divert 'em 
from compounding with the Enemy, I think "twill 
be convenient to give 'em Jargely, and more than 
the Enemy is like to give 'em ; and precifely ro ac- 
compli{h whatever elſe (hall be promis'd, for other- 
viſe they will acknowledge no obligation , and 
when the Enemy ſhall give 'em more , they will 
follow him ; and if promite be not Kept with 'em, 
they will eſteem themſelves ro be mock'd, and 
for very dildain will paſs to the Enemy ; of all 
which, I faw daily experience in time of the 
League in France, where the-.King of Spain be- 
ſtow'd many Millions in Penſions, that many 
receiv d, who afterwards became his open Ene- 
mics; ſome of 'em becaule they were not punctu- 
ally pay'd their Penſions; others becauſe, as they 
pretended, promiſe was not Kept with 'em in 0- 
ther things ; and ſome others again, either becauſe 
they cou'd not have whatſoever they demanded , 
or becauſe others had more than they; 

20. But how much foever {hall be beſtow 4 
upon one, or other, chere is no {ecurity or atſu- 
nnce, in Negociating with Mony alone ; except 
or {hortly 
which concurring 
and therefore 
Hafiis pugna 
arpentalis, 


the fame be enher accompany FS 
kconded with lufficient Forces, 
therewith, may work rear effe&t , 


the Oracle ſlayd to Phil;p of 2 


acedan F 
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argentatis, & omnia vinces; Fight with Silyer Spears, 
and thou ſhalt overcome all ; adviſing him thereby, 
to employ Mony and Forces together; for a 
Negocaiation with Mony alone, the longer it con- 
tinues, the more danger there 1s to looſe both 
the Mony and the bulineſs , for no truſt is to 
be had in afte&tion bought with Mony, and not 
grounded on Reaſon and Vertue. In which re- 
ipe&t Philip King of Macedon, fayd very well to 
Alexander his Son, who ſought to gain from him 
the good Wills of the Macedonians with gitts and 
bribes, (4) What a miſchief, ſays he , perſuaded 
thee to think, that thoſe will ever be faithful umo 
thee, whom thou haſt corrupted with Mony. 

31. Thus much for this matter, whereof much 
more might be ſayd, it the Queſtion were. reduc'd 
to particular perſons and Countries, - that might 
Miniſter other. important conſiderations of dith- 
culcies, accordivg to the nature, ſtrengrh or weak- 
neſs of the places, conditions, and abilities 
of the perſons who were to be ſuccour'd or 
impugn'd; which I forbear to proſecute any far- 
ther, ro paſs ro another matter, I mean to debate; || | 
whether the remedies which Politicians reach, 
againſt the dangers and inconveniences proceeding | 
from wickedneſs, be ſufficient in reaſon and true | ' 
Policy, to ſecure the State of a Wicked Prince? f 
By occaſion whereof, I will examen divers || © 
principles of Macchiavel's Do&rin, and ſhew the t 
abſurdity thereof; to the end that the Young Sta: || 
tiſt whom I inform, may underſtand, as well 


| (4 } Cicero Offfc, lib, 2, 


what 
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7s, | whar to avoid, as what ro embrace in matter of 
', | Policy; and be convinc'd that a Princes's State , 
a | cannot be aflurd by wickedneſs. . 


= 7 CHAP. Vh 


d | Another Queſtion is debated for the farther 
ed Infiruction of Young Statiits : Whether a 
to Princes State can be aſſurd by Witked 
Policy ?£ Whereupon many Pprincples of 
Machiavel and Polititians his followers , 
- are examin'd, and confuted by reaſcns of 
State 3 Without the conſideration of God's 


Tetice. 

deny, that Wickedneſs in a Prince , 
I makes him hareful ro his Subjects, 
b, and conſequently endangers his Stare ; 
ng | which all Machiavellians , and Polititians know lo 
ve | well, thar the greateſt part of their Policy con- 
e? | fiſts in deviſing remedies againſt the fame; to the 
rs | end that their Prince may be ſecurely wicked ; 
he || thar is, that he may purchaſe and enjoy all World- 
a: || ly pleaſures, and commodities per fas & mefas , 
ell | by right or wrong, without danger of any re- 
venge from Man, or fear of the Wrath and Juſtice 
of God, becauſe they believe not, that there is 
a 


O Man endow'd with reaſon will 


it 
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a God, or ar leaſt that he meddles with the Af 
fairs of Men. | 


2. Now forafmuch, as I have already ſufficient- 


ly prov'd throughout this whole Treatile, that 
God dijpoſes oft Princes, and their States, and 
puniſhes 'em for fin when they deſerve. it ; where- 
upon it allo follows, that all Machiavillian, and 
wicked Policies, tending to the conſervation of 
wicked Princes, are not only frivolous and vain; 
bur alſo noiſome, and pernicious to their Eſtates: 
Therefore 1 will here in this Chapter, lay aſide 
the conſideration, of God's Providence and Ju- 
ſtice, and examen the ſuftciency of Machiavellian 
Policies according only to reaſons of State ; to 
ſhew thereby the abſurdity of Polititians, who 
think -themſclves able ro warrant and defend a 
Prince in wickedneſs; by piungivg him firſt into 
needleſs dangers, and then endeavouring to apply 
ſome remedics: As if a Man ſhou'd Poyſon his 
Friend, making fall account to Cure him after- 
wards; whereas 'tis the part of a Wiſe Phylician, 
rather to prevent the danger and inconvenience, 


than to admit it upon confidence in remedies, 


whereof no Man living can warrant the ſuccels, 
This I ſay, becauſe Machiavillians do moſt abturd- 
ly endanger their Princes by their wicked Coun- 
fel, in hopes to deliver 'em afterwards by their 
Policies; whereof the ſuccels is not in their 
hands, bur fo uncertain and ſubject to chance and 
hazard,. that no Wit-or Power of Man, can affure 
it, as I have heretofore moſt amply prov'd. ( a) 


(a) Tom, w Cape Is 32. Of 13s 


3. But 
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. Bur let us ſee ſome of their remedies. One 
of the principal , according to the Dottrin of 


|| their great Maſter Marhiavel, is, (4) extremity 


of all miſchief and wickedneſs, which Machiavel 
teaches to be far more ſecure for a Prince, than 
Mediocrity betwixt Vertue, and Vice; therefore 
he wou'd have his Prince to be either the beſt 
Man living, or the worſt; that is to fay, cither to 
be a Saint or a Devil: Whereof his reaſon muſt 
needs be, if he have any at all, that he who 
holds the middle way betwixt Vertue, and Vice, 
and do's ſometimes ill, muſt needs incur the of- 
fence and hatred of ſome Men, whereby he will be 
in danger; wherefore he thinks ir convenient 
for ſuch a one to practiſe the common Pro- 
verb; Qui ſemel verecundia, &c. He that once has 
paſt the bounds of ſhame, muſt become very Impudent ; 
that is, he that is once over the Shoes in Sin, 
and Iniquity, muſt for his ſafty , plunge himſelf 
over Head and Ears; as tho i way to Remedy 
2 Diſeaſe were tþ nouriſh and encreaſe its Cauſe ; 
a5 to Cure a Dropfie , with continual Drinking ; 
or a Burning Feaver with hot Wines, and Spices ; 
or to caſt Oyle into the Fire to quench ir; for fo 


Machiavellians do , who to remedy the danger that 


grows to a Wicked Prince by hatred, - make 
him more hateful; and by the extremity and ex- 
cels of wickedneſs, exyoſe him to the extream 
and exceſſive hatred of all Men, and conſequent- 

ly to ruin and perdition. 
4. For as Cicero ſays, (4a) Multorum odijs, nul- 
le opes nulle vines poterunt reſiſtere : No force, power, 
(4) Mathia, de princi, , {by Cicero Office 
of 


120 A Treatiſe of Chap. 6, 
(x wealth are able to reſiſt the hatred of many ; and 
much leſs of all Men; yes, ſay they; Oderint dun 
metuant. Let 'em hate bim ( be they never 6 
many) ſo they fear bim ; for, fear ſhall. ſo repre 
their hatred, that they ſhall not dare to attempt 
or execute any thing to his prejudice. Thy 
ſay they, but moſt abſurdly; for, fear in a mind 
polleſs'd with hatred, is nothing elle, bur, as it 


were; Vnguis in ulcere ; 5 A. Mans nail. 07 4 "ſcrath 


in an Vlcer or botch, which is exaſperated thereby, 
and the pain of the Patient greatly aggravated ; 
and tho fear do's in ſome ſort delay and reprels 
the fury of hatred, yet it makes ir much more 


{ſecure for the hater, and more dangerous to him 


that is hated. 
5- For, thoſe who hate without fear , many 
times attempt unadviſedly their own deflenition. 


| but thoſe who hate and fear, deliberate, and ex-' 


ecute, with much more maturity, and confidera- 
tion; and conſequgntly with lefs danger to them- 
ſelves, and more to their Enemy; fo that when 
the Prince adds fear to the hatred of his Subjects, 
he redoubl's both his own fear, and alſo his own 
danger. Wherevpon the Tragical Poet ſays very 
well. (a) Qui ſceprra auro ſavus Imperio regit, Timet 
timentes, metus in Autorem vedit. He who Governs by 
Severity and Cruelty, fears thoſe who fear him, and the 
fear fall's back upon the author, or Cauſe thereof. And 
as Seneca the Stoick ſays , Necefſe eſt ut mulics 
timeat, quem multi timent. He muſt needs feat 
many, whom man 1y fear. Cicero alſo following Ennius 
the Poer, fays, (b) Men hate him whom they fear, 


(a) Seneca Troaged, (b) Cicero Offiviy lib, z» 
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and every one deſir s the deſtruction of him he hat's» 
and no force or power of Empire, be it never ſo great, 
tan long ſtand if* oppreſsd with continual fear of it's 
Subjefts., Thus Cicero declares the danger a Prince 
incurs by hatred and fear, which are moſt force- 
able and urgent Motives to move and excite 
Conſpiracies, as weil amongſt Subjeds as For- 
nigners, as well to deliver themſelves, as to dif- 
charge their wrath and hatred upon their Prince. 
Wherefore Ariftotle reckons hatred, and fear a- 
mongſt the principal cauſes of the deſtruction 
of Monarchies, and Tyrannies. To conclude, 
Seneca ſpeaking of a Tyrant, ſays very well: He 


| is hated becauſe be -is fear d, and he fears becauſe he is 


bated, and uſes the execrable ſaying , which has. 


min'd many. Oderint dum metuant ; Let em hate 


me, ſo they fear me , not conſidering that a moderate fear 


** | moderates and tempers Mens minds, but great and ve- 


hement fear, provok's the moſt patient to fury, and fea 
ſeeks for ſecurty in danger. (4) | 

6. But hereupon the Machiavellians ſay, that for 
this reaſon the Prince has his Guards, Armies, and 
Fortreſles to defend himſelf from all atremprs both 
Domeſtical and Forraign , beſides the Vigilancy 
and Policy, which he uſes to prevent Conſfpiracies, 
by diſarming and impoveriſhing his Subjects, for- 
bidding their Aſſemblies, and publick Conventi- 
ons, and all other means which may breed love, 
truſt , and confidence amongſt 'em; frequently 
alſo terrifying 'em with a fight of his Guards, 
and Garrilons, to make 'em ſcrvile and baſe-min- 


(«') Arift, lib, 5, Polit, 
LY ded, 
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ded; ſuffering 'em to be vicious, and diſſolute of 
Life, to. make 'em Effeminate; not permitting 
'em the uſe of Schools, or other means, whereby 
they may become Learn'd, Wiſe and Politick 
employing his Spyes every where for the diſcos 
very of every Man's Intention ; nouriſhing di- 
viſion amongſt the greateſt, to eounterpoile the one 
and the other; ſuſpetting,all Men, be they never fo 
much bound to him; and finally, cutting off by 
one means or other, all thofe, whoſe Power, 
Courage, or Wit, he thinks dangerous to his 
State; whereby he will be ſecure and free from 
the danger which may happen to his Perſon. or 
State by the hatred of his Subjetts. 

7. Thus fay they; whereunmto I Anſwer, that 
if-Machiavel or ſome other Polititians, in theſe our 
Days, had been the fuſt Inventors of theſe Poli- 
cies, and that they had never been yer try'd and 
pur in practiſe, it might with more reaſon' be 
ſuppos'd, that there were or might be ſome affu- 
rance, and ſecurity therein for a wicked Prince; 


bur ſeeing all this, or whatfoever elfe Machiavel, 


or any Polititians teaches for the conſervation of 
a Tyrant, has been practisd in all Times and 
Ages, by Tyrants and Wicked Princes, who 
' Nevertheleſs have all, or the moſt part of 'em 
periſh'd, and been ruin'd by the hatred of Men ; 
who ſees not the inſufficiency thereof, for the 
aflurance of a Wicked Prince, 

8. Can Machziavel, or any other Polititian teach 
more to this purpoſe, than we find Written above 
two thoutand Years ago by Ariſtotle (4) in his 


(4a) Arisl, lib, 5o Polite 6a, Ih, 


Politicks, 
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Politicks, who {Hewing the means whereby Ty- 
rants ſeek to preſerve themſclves, and their States, 
propoſes ro Machiavel and his followers all the 
matter, and ſubſtance of their wicked Policies ; 
which nevertheleſs were not approv'd by 4rifictle 
as ſufficient for the conſervation of Tyranny, bur 
reprov'd and utterly rejected by him; in which 
reſpet he declares how unlecure Tyranny 1s, and 
exemplifies the fame, in all the Tyrannical 
States, which had been before, or in his time , 
ſhewing how ſpeedily they all periſh'd, except- 
wg only four, whereof the firſt continu'd a hun- 
dred Years; the ſecond ſeventy three, and fix 
Months; the third thirty three; and the fourth 
twenty ohe Years. (4) And the cauſe of the 
long continuance of the firſt and ſecond, he a- 
ſcribes to the moderate and juſt Government of the 
Tyrants, who, tho they gor their Stares T yranni- 
cally, and held 'em by Ulurpation and Force, 
whereby they were call'd Tyrants, yet they Go- 
vern'd with ſuch Moderation and Juſtice, that they 
were greatly belov'd by their Subjects. 

9. To which purpole Ariftotleallo oblerves, (b) 
that the Reign of a Tyrant is ſo much the more 
ſecure, by how much more moderate ir is, and 
nearer to the juſt Government of a King; where- 
in the Machiavd'ians may note, both by the Do- 
ftrin and Experience of Ariſtotle, that the extre- 
mity of Wickedneſs and Tyranny, is the high- 
way to carry a Prince head-long to his deftructi- 
pn, notwithſtanding all their aforeſaid preventi- 
ens; whereof ſome part are moſt neceſfary for 

(4) Aniit, libs $5. Cas 122 (6b) Arift, Ibide C11. 
I 3 the 
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the conſervation of any Princes State, as Guards, 
Garriſons, Fortreſles, Vigilance of Counſellors, 
Diligence of Spyes , and Intelligencers ; as alſo 
ſuch other part of thoſe Policies, as is conform- 
able to Reaſon, Juſtice and Conſcience ; bur the 
reſt, I mean thoſe points of hindering love and 
confidence . amongſt the Subjects; immoderate 
pilling and polling 'em; making 'em effeminate, 
ignorant and baſe-minded; nouriſhing debate a- 
mongſt great Perſons; and cutting off ſuch as are 
more eminent in Credit, Power, Courage and 
Wir; theſe I fay, and all ſuch proceedings are a- 
gainſt Charity, Juſtice, and Conſcience ; as well 
as againſt all true Policy; and ſo far from help- 
ing to conſerve a Tyrant, that they help to ruin 
him; as here in this Chapter it will appear con- 
cerning ſome of theſe points, both in particular, 
and general, ſo far as ſhall be neceflary for the 

reſent; leaving the examination of the reſt, to 
the Third part of this Treatiſe , whereunto they 
more properly belong. 

10. And now to ſpeak cf ſome of 'em; what 
can be more contrary to true reaſon of Stare, than 
to hinder truſt, confidence and love amongſt the 
People, without which there can be no Common- || 
wealth? For without love, and confidence, there | | 
can be no fidelity; and withour fidelity, no ju- | 
ſtice; and withour juſtice no Common-wealth ; as | | 
I have already ſufficiently declar'd. ( a ) ; 

11. For this cauſe all Ancient Law-makers, 
and Founders of Common-wealths, have ordainl 
in all Countries and Cittes publick Feaſts, Plays, 


( 4) Tom, 2» Chap, 3. Num, 19. £-” , | 
: an 
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and Aſſemblies, where the People may meer to- 
gether, not only for their Recreation, but alfo 
to make 'em known one to another; to the end 
that love and friend{hip may ſpring from their 
acquaintance and converſation; and the ſame may 
produce a general union for the conſervation 
of peace' in the whole Common-wealth ; and 
therefore Ariſtotle ſays, (a) that friendſhip 1s ; 
Maximum banum Civitatibus ; The greateſt good that 
can be wo Cities, for ſays he; By means thereof they 
Jhall be free from Sedition. Solon alſo eſteem'd this 
amity, and union of minds, fo neceſlary for the 
conſervation of human Society, that being asKk'd, 
what Common-wealth was beſt, and moſt like to 
continue? (b) Such a one, ſays he, wherein ecery 
Man takes the injury done to another, as dene to him- 
ſelf; and ro the ſame purpoſe he made a Law in 
Athens giving leave to every one to take upon 
him the juſt quarrel of another, and ro demand 
reparation of the wrong, as if the matter con- 
cern'd himſelf; which Conſtiturion of Solon, 
Plutarch ( c) highly commends; As a means, ſays 
he, to accſtom the People to feel and redreſs the 
grievances and injuries one of another, as being all 
members of one Body; whereby we may underſtand 
that the union and love of the members of the Body 
Politick, or Common-wealth, is no lefs neceſ=- 
fary , than the combination of the parts in the 


Natural Body; which Seneca teaches very well in 
theſe words. As all rhe members and parts of Mans 


(a) Arift. li. 2. Polit, Ca 3 { b ) Plutarch, 


{c ) Plutarch in Solon, 


1 A | Body 5 


126 A Treatiſe of Chap. 6: 


Body, agree together, for the conſervation of the whole, 
which alſo conduces to the good of every particulu 
member; ſo all Men ought to like and procure another; 
adyantage , becauſe we are born to live in Socitty, 
which cannot be conſery'd but by the agreement and. 
love of the parts thereof. | 

12, How can it then ſtand with true Policy, 
or reaſon of State, to hinder this union and love 
of the People 2 Or to ſow and nouriſh factions 
amongſt 'em, eſpecially amongſt great perſons, 
whereby Seditions, Tumults and Troubles may 
ariſe in the Common-wealth? Yes, fay the Ma 
chiavellians, it ſtands very well with the reaſon of 
our Princes State; who feek's. not the general 
good of the Common-wealth, bur his own parti- 
cular benefit; and therefore, foraſmuch as the 
union and friendſhip of his Subjefts may 'animate 
and enable 'em the ſooner t9 Conſpire againſt 
him, 'tis good policy and reaſon of State for him, 
to maintain factions amongſt 'em ; according to the 
Tyrannical principle ; Si vis zegnare, divide ; If' thou 
wilt Reign, ſow or make diviſun. 

12. Thus fay they, of whom I wou'd fain learn, 
how they can in this caſe ſeparate the danger of 
the Common-wealth , from the danger of the 
Prince, to make this good Policy for him; can 
the Body be in danger without the Head be fo 
roo? Has it not been many times ſeen, that ſome 
private quarrel at firſt betwixt mean perſons, has 
afrerwards paſs'd farther to many, and from them 
come to be univerſal, to the ruin of a whole State ? 
And therefore Plutarch wiſely compares Sedition 
to a little ſpark of Fire, which falling into Straw, 

| or 
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or other dry matter, in ſome corner of a Houſe, 
ſets the ſame on Fire, whereby in the end a 


- whole Town is burnt; in which reſpect he counts 


it for one of the moſt ſpecial Points of Political 
Science, to take away all occaſion of Sedition 
and when it grow's, quickly to appeaſe it. 

14. Ariſtotle allo reaches the fame very ſeri- 
ouſly, (4) affirming that Sedition is the chief 
cauſe of the change, and ſubverſion of Common- 
wealths, ſhewing how many ways it may ariſe, 
and how it may be remedy'd; and that 'tis always 
dangerous, but then moſt pernicious, when it 
grows amongſt great perſons; and therefore he 
adviſes to remedy the ſame if it be poſlible in 
the very beginning ; becaufe (b) Principium dici- 
tur eſſe dimidium totius ; The beginning is ſay'd to be 
one half of the whole; and little Seditions at the 
firſt, grow afterwards to be_ great, eſpecially a- 
mongſt great Men; Whoſe diſcord, ſays he, draws 
the whole Common-wealth after 'em; whereof he al- 
ledges divers examples, which I omit, becaule I 
have treated this matter already, (c) upon the 
occalion of a Law of Solon; where I have {hew'd 
how dangerous, and pernicious ſome Seditions 
have been, which have only ſprung amongſt Wo- 
men and Boys; and I have alſo farther declar'd 


the danger of nouriſhing diviſion amongſt great 


perſons, by a Domeſtical example of the utter 
overthrow of King Henry the VI. (d) and of all 
the Houle of Lancaſter, whereof the firſt ground 


(a) Arif?, Polit, li. 5. (ae 2. 3» © 4: (b) Idem 
Ibids c. 4+ (Cc) Tome Is (4. 7. 1H. 14, 199 20, Of 218 
(d) Ibid. nu, 17» | 
and 
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and occaſion was, that the Queen his Wife main- 
rain'd divition betwixt the Duke of Somerſer, and 
Earl of Warwick, And to the ſame purpoſe I 
have alſo alledg'd other examples out of Philip de 
Comines, (a) with his opinion and advice to all 
Princes, to labor with all.ſpeed ro compound ſuch 
quarrels, as fall out amongſt their Nobility , and 
not to nouriſh 'em by any means; leſt they 
ſhou'd kindle a Fire in their own Houſe, which 
after they will not be able ro quench. Whereby 
It may appear how dangerous and abſurd the 
Counſel is, which Machiayellians give to their 
Princes,, to nouriſh factions in their Common- 
wealth, and eſpecially amongſt the greateſt per- 
ſons; as tho Princes were Omnipotent, and had 
the Hearts, and Wills of all Men in their Hands, 
to move, and ſway ; incenſe, or appeaſe ; in fuch 
manner and meaſure, as it ſhall pleaſe 'em; which 
power 1s only in God's Hand. So that ?tis evi- 
dent in this caſe, that Machiavellians expole their 
Prince to- manifeſt danger without any aſſurance, 
or {ufficient probability of remedy, which in mat- 
ter of State is moſt abſurd, as I have before 
declar'd. (b) 

I5. The like may allo be fayd of their other 
pernicious Policies before mention'd, conſiſting in 
all kind of cruelty, injuſtice and wickedneſs; 
whereby they make their Princes moſt odious to 
all Men, and by conſequence, draw them into 
manifeſt danger; from which they are not able to 
warrant or defend 'em by all their Policy : As 1t 


 («) Tom, x, ca, 7. nu- 16, O& 18, Philip de Com, 
de reb, gefte Ludov. 133, (6) Tom. 2 454i lithe 11, & 12o 
may 
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may appear by the experience of all former Ages, 
to this very time wherein we live; ſeeing al 
Hiſtories reſtifie, that the more wicked and Ty- 
rannical Princes have been, and the more they have 
incurr'd the hatred of Men, the ſooner they have 
been ruin'd; ſome by open Rebellions of their 
Subjects ; ſome others by their general defection 
in favor of Strangers ; others by ſecret Conlpira- 
cies of a few; and others alſo by ſome deſperate 
attempt of ſome one Man; notwithſtanding all 
their Policies, Power, or force of Guards , Ar- 
mies, Fortreſles, or other human remedies. 

16. This Point Cicero proves, (4) by the 
examples of Phalaris a moſt cruel Tyrant, whom 
the People of the Agrigentins oppreſs'd in a 
general Tumult; of Alexander the Tyrant of 
Phere, Kill'd by his own Wife; and of Demetrius 
King of Macedon, forſaken by all his Subjects in 
favor of King Pyrrhus: To whom we may add Ro- 
mulus the firſt Founder of the Roman Empire, 
who having made himſelf hateful ro his Senators, 
was Murder'd by them, in the very Senate-houſe. 


. As allo LI. Tarquinius Priſtus (b) his third Suc- 


ceſlor was kill'd by two Shepherds, being become 
odious to the People for his injuſtice and fraud 
towards the Children of Ancus Marcius; whom he 
depriv'd of their Kingdom, tho he was left their 
Tutor by their Father. In like manner Tarquinius 
Superbus, the ſeventh and laſt King of the Romans, 
who us'd all the Tyrannical Policies abovemen- 


tion'd, violating all Laws both Human and Divine, 


. ( ©) Cicero Offic. liz: (b) T, Livins Dec, v li. 
| for 
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| for the conſervation of his State, who was never- 
theleſs drivin out of his Kingdom by his Subjects, 
and the Name of King and Kingly Authority a- 
boliſh'd amongſt the Remans in hatred of him, for 
the ſpace of five hundred Years. 

I7, And if we look into the Reman Empire 
after Julius Ceſar, we ſhall find that neither Policy, 
nor Power, cou'd defend many Emperors of 
Rome, and Conflantinople, againſt the hatred of Men, 
and to omit others who periſh'd upon other oc- 
caſrons, it may appear by (4) Julins Ceſar him- 
telf, Cajus Caligula, . Claudius, Nero, Domitian , 
(b) Commodus, (c) Didius Julianus, Caracalla, 
(d) Opilius Macrinys and his Son Diadumenus, 
(e) Heliogabalus, Alexander, Severus, Julius, Maximi- 
nus, (f) Galienus, (g) Philippus, (h) Aurelianus, 
(i) Conftans the firſt (k) Gretian:: Valentinian the 
third, Baſilicus, Zeno, Mauritius, Phocas, Heracleonas 
with his Mother Martina, Conſtans the ſecond, Ju- 
Tinian the ſecond, Philippicus, Conſtautinus the ſixth, 
Nicephorus Stauracius, Leo Armenus , Michael the Son 
of Theophilus, Nicephoras, ſurnam'd Phocas, John Ze- 
miſces, Michael Calaphates, Stratioticus, Michael Para- 
prinaceus, Andronicus Comnenus, and divers others 
who having incurr'd the hatred either of their 
Subjefs in general, or of ſome particular per- 
fons, were ſome of 'em Poyſon'd, and others 


violently Slain, either by the fury of the People, 


(a) Surton Tranquil, (bY) Flius Lamprid. (c) Spare 
tizn, (d) Iul. Capito, (e) Lamprid. (f) Trebellins 
pollio, (og) Sextus Aurel, viddor. (h ) Fla. V opiſ+ 
cus, (it) Pomponius latus. (k) Ioan, Baptiſia Egna» 
fits, Zonaras, Nizetas Choniates, 
: : or 
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or by their Nobility, or by their own Guards , 
and Soldiers; or by their Wives, Concubines, 
or Servants; orby other particular Men : Beſides, 
that ſome others of 'em were depos'd, and either 
confin'd to Monaſteries, or depriv'd as well of 
their Eyes and Noſes, as of their Empire ; and 
Zeno (4) amongſt the reſt, a moſt cruel and 
crafry Tyrant, was pur alive into his Sepulcher, 
by the conſent of his Wife, whilſt he was Drunk; 
or as ſome Write, taken with a Fir of the falling 
vickneſs; being alſo ſo hated of his own Servants, 
and Guards, that when he came to himſelf and 
cry'd for help our of the Sepulchre, (6b) no Man 
effiſted or pitty'd him; and fo he dy'd raging, and 
tearing his own Fleſh with his Teeth, as it ap- 
pear'd afterwards when the Tomb was open'd. 

18, And tho every one of thefe was not ſo 
ſubtile or politick, nor yet fo wicked as Machiavet 
you'd have his Prince to be, yet 'tis evident in 
em all, (c), that the hatred of Subjects is moſt 
pernicious to Princes, and in divers of 'em it ma- 
nifeſtly appears, that no human power, or wick- 
ed policy, can warrant, and ſecure, the Stare of a 
Prince generally hated, ſeeing they excell'd not 
only in Imperial power, bur allo in ſubriſty, crafr, 
perftdiouſneſs, perjury, deep diſſimulation, cruel- 
ty, and all fuch wickednets, as Machiayel requires 
n his Prince. And to omit others, the laſt | 
nam'd of the Emperors of Conſtantinople, to wit , 
Andronicus Commenus, was fo eminent and egregious 


(a) Cedren. in Comp, Z:uwas Annals TO. 8» 
(b) Toan, Baptiita Egnat, in Zenove {& } Epitos 
loan, Bap. Fanatije | : 

in 
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in all Tyrannical Policy, that Egnatius worthily calls 
him: (a) Callidiſimum .mortalium; The mo#t crafiy 
of all Mortal Mcn, of whoſe manner of Govern-- 
ment I will briefly ſay ſomething, to the end it 
may appear how little ſecurity a Prince can have 
by wicked Policy, againſt the hatred of Men. 

I9. This Andronicus having with great art and 
ſubtilty , obtain'd to be Tutor to the Young Em- 
—_ Alexius, Son to Emanuel, raade himſelf {Hort- 
y after his Companion in the Empire , procur- 
ing the Death of the Empreſs Mother to Alzxius 
and of divers others, whoſe Lives he thought to 
be prejudicial to his pretence; and within a while 
alſo causd the Young Emperor himſelf ro be 
Murder'd, notwithſtanding his former Oath of 
Fidelity, Solemnly confirm'd by receiving the 
Bleſſed Sacrament. And being then Emperor 
alone, and finding himſelf ro be hateful ro his 
People, he practis'd all Kinds of Tyrannical Policy, 
which cou'd be devis'd for his own preſeryation ; 
he guarded his Palace, and Perſon, with ſtron 
Guards of Barbarous Strangers, and by the moſt det- 
perate Fellows that cou'd be found; who cou'd 
neither ſpeak nor underſtand the Language of the 
Country ; and he had beſides every Night at his 
Chamber Door a huge Maſtiff-dog, ſo fierce that 
| he durſt fight hand to hand with a Lyon, or with 
an Arm'd Man on Horſe-back ; he was alſo pro- 
vided of wicked Inſtruments for the execution of 
his Will in all caſes; as Spyes, Promoters, and 


falle. Witneſſes, whereby many Noblemen were 


(4) Nicetas Choniates in Audronico Comn:no. 4 $ 
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kill'd, and impriſon'd, or baniſh'd, for no other 
reaſon, but becauſe he fear'd, that either their 
Credit with the People, or their Power, Wealth, 
4 Wit, might prove in time dangerous to his 
cate. 

20. Yet nevertheleſs knowing very well, (4) 
that the more his Empire flouriſh'd in Juſtice, 
the more 'twou'd be to his Honor, Benefit, and 
Security ; he ſhew'd ſuch ſpecial care thereof, that 
he excell'd many excellent Princes therein, not 
only in providing for the Ele&ion of Juſt and 
Wiſe Officers, bur alſo ſeverely puniſhing thoſe, 
who either did, or permitted, any wrong to be 
done to the meaneſt or pooreſt Subje& he had. 
Moreover, he ordain'd, and gave a moſt liberal 
allowance to all Magiſtrates for their maintenance, 
to the end, that they ſhou'd not have any need, 
or pretence to take Bribes;_ and ſuch as were 
prov'd Corrupt, he fo exemplarly puniſh'd, that 
yithin a while, no Magiſtrate durſt take any thing of 
any Man, tho never lo treely offer'd ; he [hew'd him- 
ſelf affable, and courteous to the poor, ſeem'd 
very full of pitty and compaſſion when he heard 
their complaints ; and did 'em exact Juſtice; and 
moreover took ſuch order for the relicf of the ne- 
cefſities of the common People, that all Kind of 
Vituals were moſt cheap and plentiful ; the 
grounds were well Tilld, and Manur'd ; .the 
Countries well Inhabited ; Villages and Cities . 
much augmented ; and the Common-wealth 
greatly enrichd. 


( « J Idem li, I, @& 2+ I1dem Ibid, 
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Juſtice, and of the publick good; which never. | 


| as all other Tyrants do, preferr'd before all other 
things whatſoever. For as he provided the Com- 


.niſh'd his Court and Council with wicked Coun. 


Chap. 6, 


21. Such was the care he ſcem'd to have of 


theleſs he reſpeted no farther than it might turn 
to his own particular benefit or pieaſure, which he, 


mon-wealth of excellent Magiſtrates, ſo he fur- 


fellors and Judges, void of all Conſcience, who 
executed his Will upon all ſuch as incurr'd his 
ſuſpicion, or diſpleaſure; baniſhing ſome , de- 
priving others of their Eyes and Goods, ſecretly 
Drowning and Murdering ſeveral perſons, and 
publickly Condemning many others, upon falſe 
pretences ; of whom nevertheleſs he himſelf wou'd 
ſeem ro have great compaſſion. As for example, 
underſtanding that one Iſacius (a) a Nobleman 
having taken Arms againſt him in the Ifland of 
Cyprus, he pick'd a quarrel againſt two of his own 
truſtieſt Servants and Favorites, becauſe they were 
great friends of the other, and caus'd 'em to be 
accus'd of Treaſon, Condemn'd, and Executed; 


and when ſute was made unto him after their || hi 


Deaths, that their Bodies, which were Hang'd | h: 
up, might be taken down and Bury'd, he ſeem I lic 
ſo much to pitty their caſe, that he ſhed abun- J| d; 
dance of Tears, lamenting that Sentence of the Þ ef 
Judges, and thar the Severity and Authority of the | # 
Laws over-power'd, and out-weigh'd his inclina- F fo: 
tion and affetion towards 'em. (b) And when ot| 
any were found guilty of Sedition, not only they | Co 


( «) Idem lib, x, © Idem, lib, 2, | 
them- 
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themſelves, but alſo their whole Kindred and Fa- 


milies were Condemn'd and Ruind; to the end 
| that none of their Race ſhou'd be left ro revenge 


it: Which nevertheleſs he ſeem'd rather to per- 
mit, and ſuffer to be done, than to ordain. ir 
himſelf: Far he caus'd his Judges and Magiſtrates 
to give thoſe publick Sentences, and Edidts with 
plauſible preambles; ſhewing their care of the 
lafery of the Emperor's perſon, and referring it 
not to his Command, bur to the Divine Inſpira- 


tion, as a thing neceſlary for God's Service, and 


the good of the Common-wealth. 

22. Now 1 appeal to any Machiavellian, whether 
Andronicus had not the Quinteſlence of Machiayel's 
Policy, before Machiavel was Born? And whether 
he wanted either defire, wit, or wickedneſs, to 
conſerve his Stare againſt the hatred of Men, if 
it had been poflible ro have done it by wicked 
means? Therefore let us ſee the end, which was 
ſuch, that it may ſerve for an exemplar warning 
to all Machiavellian Polititians, 

23. Whilſt Andronicus Govern'd in this manner, 
his cruelty and injuſtice did purchaſe him more 
batred, than the good he did for the pud- 
lick cou'd recompence; which fill'd him. every 
dy with new fears, ſuſpicions, and jealoufies; 
eſpecially afrer that he 'was preſs'd with Wars by. 
William King of Sicily; who having overthrown 
ſome of his Armies, and taken Theſſalonica, and 
other Towns of importance, march'd towards 
Conſtantinople, wherewith the People began to rake 
courage and to. diſcover their hatred towards An 
dronicus daily more and more ; which put him in 

| | ; | | {uch 


- 
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fuch fear of Conſpiracies, that he conſulted with 
Sorcerers, and Witches, and eſpecially with one 
Sethus a Magician, who Divind by a Baſen - of 
Water ; and one Day when Andronicus defir'd to 
know the Name of his Succeſſor, Sethus ſhew'd 
him inthe Water the two Letters I. and S. where- 
by he and his Counſellors conjectur'd that it muſt 
needs be Iſacius, who aCtually Rebell'd againſt him in 
the land of Cyprus, as I have declar'd ; nevertheleſs, 
there was another Ifacius furnam'd Angelus at the 
ſame time in the Court, but a Man of fo mild 2 
Spirit, and fo ſmall Courage, that Andronicus him- 
ſelf, as ſuſpicious as he was, did no way ſuſpe&t 
him; bur one of his chief Counfellors ſuggeſted to 
him, that 'twere good ro Command the faid 
Tſacius Angelus to be taken and pur in Prifon, to 
prevent the worſt; left, ſays he, we may ſeek 
the Viper abroad in the Field, when perhaps we 
have him in our Boſom : And tho- Andronicus 
ſeem'd ar firſt ro contemn 1ſacius, as a Man no 
way to be feard, yet 'twas reſolv'd by him and 
his Counct!, that he ſhou'd be taken, and for 
that purpoſe , Stephanus one of his chief Coun- 
fellors and worſt Inſtruments, went himſelf with 
certain Sergeants to the Houſe of Iſacius, who 
defending himſelf, Kill'd Stephanus , and ran pre- 
fently with his Sword Bloody in his Hand, 
through the Market-place, to take Sanctuary in 
the chief Church of the Town, imploring as he 
went, the help of the People, and declaring what 
he had done; whereupon the People flock'd 
after him ro the Church, and greatly pittying his 
Caſe, and commending his A, their Courage 
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at length encreafing with their Number, they 
began to embolden one another, firſt ro defend 
Iſacius, and after to. make him Emperor; which 
being propounded to the whole Aſſembly, was 
accepted and allow'd of by them all, tho he him- 
{-If neither defir'd, nor ſo much as dream'd of ir, 
but wou'd have thought himſelf well pay'd, cou'd 
he bur fave his Life. | 

24. This reſolution being taken amongſt 'em, 
they Proclaim'd him Emperor, firſt in the 
Church, and after in the Streets; which was ap- 
prov'd by a general conſent of all the Nobility, and 
People of the Ciry, who came all ro yield him 
Obedience and ro afliſt him; Andronicus ſeeing 
himſelf forſaken of all his Subjets, durſt not 


truſt ro the ſtrength neither of his Palace, nor of 


his Guards, nor of his great Dog, but fled away 
in a Boat, and was ſhortly after taken , and 
brought back loaden with -Iron Chain's; ſcorn, 
and revil'd by the People, his Hair of his Head 
and Beard plack'd off, his Teeth ſtruck out, his 
Right Hand cut off, and a few Days after, one 
of his Eyes being pull'd out of his Head , he 
was ſet upon a Scabb'd Camel, Apparrell'd ridi- 
culoufly, and* carry'd through the Streets , to be 
ſhew'd tb the People; who caſt upon him all 
Kind of Filth and Ordure, every one contending 
who ſhou'd, deride, or abuſe him moſt; and ar 
hft, he was hang'd up by the heeÞs, his Apparel 
torn from him, and his naked Body wounded 
by whoſoever wou'd ſtrike him; as many did 
ater divers manners, ſome for ſport, ſome for 


revenge of injuries, ſome to try their Swords, and 
K 2 othcrs 
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others for trial of their ſtrength ; till at Jength he 
was hack'd and hew'd to pieces, | Behold here 
the fruit of Machiavellian Policy, the lamentable 
Iſſue of Wiekedneſs and Tyranny, and the ſmal} 
aſſurance thar Tyrants have, againſt the hatred of 
their Subjects, either by Ulurp'd Power, or Im- 
pious Policy ; whereunto I might add 2 ſpecial 
refletion upon God's Juſt Judgments, but thar I 
have determin'd not to urge the fame in this 
Chapter. 

25, Having recounted theſe Examples out. of 
the Roman and Greek Hiſtorians, I ſhall here add 
ſome of the Examples that happen'd, as well in 
our own, as other Countries. What caus'd the 
deſtruction of Edmond Ironfide, (a) who was Mur- 
der'd upon a Privy, or the continual Rebellions 
in the time of King fohn; (b) or the untimely 
Death of Edward He II broch'd with a Spit; (c) 
or of Richard the I, firſt Depos'd , and after 
Kill'd in Priſon; (d ) or yet of Richard the IIl 
forſaken of his Nobility and Commons, and 
Slain at Boſworth Field';; but the hatred of their 
Subjects? And as to the laſt of theſe, I mean 
Richard the III, if we conſider his Malignant and 
Treacherous Nature , his Cruelty, deep diflimu- 
lation, deviliſh devices and i inventions, as well to 
ger the Crown, as after to conſerve it, his Mur- 
ders , miſchicfs , and his other horrible impiety ; 
we {hall not find him inferior to the moſt famous 
Tyrants of former times, for all impious and 


(a) Tolidor Virgil, rp, (6b) Idem, bs (c) Ide. 
lib, (4) ldem, lib, 
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wicked Policy; which nevertheleſs cou'd not free 
him from the danger of deſtruction, which the 
hatred of his SubjeFs drew upon him. 

26. But what need I alledge other Examples; 
ſeeing the Mirror of Machiavels own Prince, Ceſar 
Borgia, may ſerve for an evident proot of this 
matter; for tho he ſo far ſupaſs'd all former Ty- 
rants in wickedneſs avd Tyrannical Policy, that 
Machiavel made ſpecial choice of him, to frame his 
wicked Prince by the Model of his Tyranny , yet 
he cou'd not uphold and conſerve his State, a- . 
gainſt the hatred of Men, but being abandon'd 
by his Subjects, and Friends, (4, he became 2 
lamentable Example , not only of human imbect=- 
lity, but alſo of the woful end of ſuch as truſt to 
wicked Policy, as I have before declar'd. (b) 

27. And tho all former Examples ſhou'd fail 
us, yet one or two of the laſt Age, ftill freſh in 
Memory , may ſuffice for a warning to Princes , 
how they incur. the general hatred of their Sub- 
jects, I mean the lamentable end of Chriſtiern 
King of Denmark, (c) firſt driv'n out of his King- 
dom by his own People for his Tyrannical Crucl- 
ty, and after alſo taken, impriſon'd, and poyſon'd 
by 'em,, as I have before fignifi'd; and of Henry 
the III, King of France, who tho he be not to be 
number'd amongſt the Wicked *Tyrants before 
mention'd, yet may ſerve for an Example of the 
{mall aſſurance a Prince can have againſt the hatred 
pf his People, ſeeing that an Army of forty thou- 


(a) Guicciar, li.6 (b) Tom. rx. (ba. 3« Nite 4e 

& Cha, 13. le 4+ & 5 (cc) Sutins in Comment, 
W, 1517, Olaus Mag, U, $- ca. 39. | 
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ſand Men, cou'd not defend his Perſon again ft 
the reſolution of one ſingle Man, who Slew him 
in the midſt of 'em all; whereby we may ſee hoy 
true It 15 which Seneca ſays; Qui ſuam vitam contem- 
nit , tus Diominus erit ; He that contemnes his own Life, 
will when he pleaſes be Maſter of thine. 

' 28, Hereupon therefore it follows, that no 
Prince's power or policy, can ſufficiently warrant, 
and aſſure his State, againſt the univerſal hatred of 
Men ; efpecially , conſidering the little ſecurity, 
that wicked Princes, when they grow to be hated, 
have, of their own Guards, or Armies ; which 
tho they are chiefly for their defence, yet ſerve 
many times for no other end, than ro Butcher 
and Slaughter 'em ; as I have before declar'd, (a) 
where I have alledg'd the examples of (b) Caligula, 
(c) Caracalla, (4) Heliogabalus, Philip, (e) Gallien, 
Machrinus, (f) Aurelianus, (g) Maximinus , and 
others ; Slain partly by their Soldiers, and partly 
by their Guards; notwithſtanding the great liber- 
ality which many of theſe. Emperors us'd to pur- 
chaſe their affedtions and fidelity; as may be ob- 
ſerv'd in Maximinus, of whom Julius Capitolinus | 
ſays; (h) Ea aftutia ſuit, ut milites non ſolum vir- 
 rute negenet, fed etiam preamijs @ lucris ſui amantiſ- 
fimos redderet; He was ſo crafty, that he did not only 
Govern his Soldiers by courage, but alſo won theit 
affetions by gifts and rewards: And yet neverthe- 


leſs, they feveral times Conſfpir'd againſt him, 


fa) Num, il, (b ) Szeton, (cc ) Sparticts 
(d) Lamprid, {( e ) Trebellius pollios ( f ) FlaVo 
LV opiſcus. ( g ) Iulius Capitol, ( h ) Inlius Capitol. 
in' Maximin, © 
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and at length, when he was denounc'd publick 
Enemy by the Senate, and in his March'towards 
Rome in great want of Victuals, they kilPd him, 
and his Son in their Tents, and ſent their Heads 
to Rome. 

29. In this Relation I wiſh two things may be 
noted; the one, the fruir of Cruelty; for this 
Maximinus being Tyrannically made Emperor by 
his Soldiers, againſt the Will of the Senate, 
follow'd the principles which Machiavel teaches his 
Prince, perſuading himſelf, as Julius Capitolinus 
teſtifies; (4) Niſt crudelitate, imperium non teneri ; 
That he cou'd not hold the Empire but by Cruelty ; 
wherein he ſo exceeded, that ſome call'd him, 
Cyclops, ſome Buſiris, ſome Scyron , ſome Typhon, 
and ſome Phalaris; and therefore in the end he 
receiv'd the juſt reward thereof, at the hands of 
his own Soldiers; to whom notwithſtanding his 
reat Donatiyes, he became no leſs odious than ro 
other Men. The other thing which I wiſh may 
be obſery'd, is, that which I have before handl'd, 
(b) concerning the grear infelicity of ſuch Prin- 


\ Ces, as ſeek rather to be feard than lovd; for 


tho they are forc'd for their own ſafety, to become 
Slaves to thoſe, by whom they keep others in 
Slavery, yet they are not ſecure thereby; being 
ſtill in danger not only of others, bur alſo of 
them, who ſhou'd defend 'em; whoſe Mercenary 
minds, are fo inconſtant, and ſubje& ro corrup- 
tion, that the Lives of the Princes whom they 


. Guard, are ever expos'd to Sale, and therefore 


(«) 1hidem, (b) Tom, r, Cha, 144 nu, 18. & 136 
: | K 4 can 
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can- never be ſecurd by any human policy, or 
power; for let the Prince give 'em never fo much, 
to bind 'em to his Service, yer he that ſhall give, 
or but promiſe 'em more, ſhall win 'em trom 
him ; as it has divers times fall'n our to the Roman 
Emperors, who have been ſold by their Soldiers, 
and Guards, not for ready Mony, but for the 
promiſe of greater Summs, than even cou'd be 
expected ; as Plutarch notes (a) in the 
Guards and Soldiers, of Nero, corrupred. by Nim- 
phidius in favor of Galba, upon promiſe of a 
grearer Donative than cou'd afterwards be per- 
form'd, which failing, he caus'd the deſtruction 
both of Nero and Galba; for the Soldiers forſook 
Nero in hope of the payment promis'd; and kill'd 
Galba ; becauſe he cou'd not pay it: So tickliſh is 
the truſt that Princes repoſe in Mercenary Men, 
and fo unſecure the State that is ro be upheld by 
ſuch weak props, which many times fail, when 
there is moſt need of 'em. 

30. Moreover, another ſpecial and inevitable 
danger is to be noted, which any Prince gener- 
ally hated muſt needs incur, to wit, the detection 
of his Subjects in all occaſions of Invaſion from 
Forraign Countries, for tho he be never fo 
ſtrong at home in Guards, Garrifons, and For- 
trefſes, and his Subjects allo ſo poor and weak, 
that they neither dare, nor can riſe againſt him; 
yet if any Forraign Princes Invade him, either 
upon a quarrel of State, which amongſt Princes 
that are Neighbors is never wanting, or upon 


(a) Plutarch in Galbas 
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Ambition to enlarge their Dominions; what re- 
medy has he againſt the general hatred of his 
People, who have. then ſufficient opportunity, and 
means to be reveng'd upon him, and to free them- 
ſelves from the Yoke of his Tyranny , by taking 
part with the Forraigner , whereof the experience 
has many times been ſeen. 

'21. We Read in 7uſtin, (4) that the Subjects 
of Demetrius King of Syria abandon'd him, for the 
hatred which they bore him, and took part with a 
known Counterteir, calling himſelf Alexander, pre=- 
tending to be of the Royal Race, as Perkin Warbeck 
aiſo did in England, which Alexander they accepted 
for their King, being ſo incenſed againſt Demetrius, 
that they were content, ſays Iuſtim, ro admit any 
one, to be rid of him. Alſo the laſt Kings of 
Naples, (b) no lefs Rich and Potent than wicked- 
ly Politick, being moſt hateful to their Subjects, 


for their Tyrannical Government, were forſaken 
of 'em all, and betray'd to the French, to whom 


they yielded themſelves withour any reſiſtance ; as 
| have before fignifi'd at large. (c) 

32. Allo Lewis Sforza Duke of Milan, may ſerve 
for an example of this matter. For when Lewis 
the XII King of France, made War againſt him, 
and had already taken divers of the chief Towns, 
and Forts in the State of Milan, (d ) Duke Lewis 
knowing himſelf to be very odious to his Sub- 
jects for his great exactions, and impoſitions, and 
fearing leſt they wou'd abandon him; aſſembl'd 


(@) Inudtin, li. 394 (b) Gricciard, li, 6. Philips 
Comin. in Carolo 8. (c} Tom, t, Chap, 22. 
(4) Guicciardine li, 4» 
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the People of Milan, to regain their good Wills, 
and not only remitted divers Taxes which he had 
1mpos'd upon 'em, but allo gave *em many rea- 
ſons and excuſes of his former proceedings ; never- 
theleſs, fuch was the hatred which they had con- 
ceiv'd againſt him, that in a few Days afrer, they 
took Arms, kill'd Antonio Landriano his Treaſurer, 
forc'd him to fly, call'd in the French, and yielded 
the Town and themſelves to their Obedience, 
Have we not ſeen the like eff:& of hatred in 
England, (a) in the time of King Iohn, when 
the Barons and Nobliliry of the Realm, call'd in 
Lewis the VIIL King of France, whilſt he was 
Dolphin, and Proclaim'd him King? Chufing ra- 
ther to live under the Ancient Enemies of the 
Engliſh Nation, than to Obey King John their 
Nartujal King, who as Matthew of Weſtminſter 
Writes. Made himſelf hateful unto them, as well 
for the Murther of his Nephew Arthur, as for his 
Adalteries, Tyranny, Exattions, and continual Servitude 
wherein he kept England; and lafily, for the War 
which his demerits procurd ; in reſpet whereof, be 
ſcarce deſery'd to be lamented by any Man. | 
forbear to alledge many other remarkable Hiſto- 
ries to the ſame purpoſe, becauſe I eſteem it 
needlefs in ſo evident a matter as this. 
33. What then ſhall we ſay of Machiavels peſti- 
tent precepts for the preſervation of a Prince al- 
ready infeted, and poyſon'd with wickedneſs? 
Can we ſay any thing elſe, then that whilſt he, 
ſek's by one poylon to expel or remedy another, 


( 4 ) Polidor, Yergil, in Toatts | 
he 


Part, 2. Policy and Religion. 145 


he doubly poyſons himſelf, and Kills himſelf our 
right? For a wicked Prince adding, as Machiayel 
adviſes, wickedneſs to wickedneſs, and cruelty to 
cruelty, draw's hatred upon himſclt upon hatred, 
which as I have declard, will break out ſooner 
or later to his utter ruin. | 

34. Neither can the Machiayellian help his 
Maſters cauſe, by ſaying, that ſuch wicked Prin- 
ces, as have periſh'd by the hatred of Men, 
have committed {ome error or other, they ſhou'd 
or might have foreſeen, and avoided; for I have 
made it evident throughout this whole Diſcourſe, 
that the weakneſs of Man's Wir and Power is 
ſuch, that no Man living is able to foreſee and 
prevent all dangers and accidents, which in Men's 
affairs may occur to the overthrow of their deſigns ; 
which I have evidently prov'd by examples of the 
abſurd errors, as well of the_Wiſeſt Senates and 
Councils, as of moſt Politick Men. (4) Wherc- 
upon it follow's, that the Prince who expoſes 
himſelf ro the general hatred of. Men incurs very 
great danger. 

35. For even as ſtrong Cities, or Fortreſles, 
which have no Enemy near, do, or may commit 
many errors in matters relating to their defence, 
without any danger; bur being befieg'd by their 
Enemies, are ſometimes ſupris'd by occafion of 
the leaſt overſight or negligence : So it fares with 
Princes, who, as long as they are generally be- 
lov'd, are little or nothing prejudic'd by many 
errors that happen in their Government, bur 


(4) Toll x Chap. 3, 4. &c 
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being once, as I may term it, befieg'd with the 
hatred of their Subjets, and Neighbors, they are 
ruin'd ſometimes with the leaſt error, which they 
or their Magiſtrates commir; for the hatred of 
Men when *tis general, may be compar'd to a 
twelling Sea, which environing a Ship on every 
fide, ſometimes overwhealms it with the impetuo- 
fity of Waves, and at other times again enters 
In at every ſmall chink, and thereby finks it. 
So the general hatred of Men, do's in like man- 
ner not only overthrow a Princes State , by vio- 
lent and powerful attemprs, bur alſo by raking 
advantage of every httle error, or accident thar 
may help to ruin it. And therefore , foraſmuch 
as the weakneſs of Man's Wit, and the variety 
of times, and occaſions, produce always ſome 
dangerous accidents in the States of Princes, 
either by their errors, or otherways; whereupon 
their induftrious, and watchful Enemies, eſpecial- 
ly Domeſticks, may take advantage ; it follows, 
that no Prince generally hated can live long in 
ſecurity, be he never fo diligent, vigilant, or 
fufpicious of all Men, as Machiavel wou'd have his 
Prince to be. 

356. Who cou'd uſe greater vigilancy , or dili- 
gence for his own conſervation, or be more ſuſ- 
picious then Alexander the Tyrant of Phares? (4a) 
Who tho he lov'd his Wife Thebes very dearly, 
yet never came to her Chamber, but he caus'd 
both her Coffers, and her ſelf to be ſearched, to 
ſee whether {he had any Weapon hid in her 


(4) Cicero de Offici, lib, 2« 
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| Garments, yet he nevertheleſs was kill'd by her 


in the end. Cou'd any Man be more provident. 
for his own ſafety than was Claudius the Emperor > 
(4) Who wou'd never go to any Banker, bur 
where his own Guards and Soldiers ſerv'd at 
Table, and never Viſited any Sick Man, whoſe 
Chamber was not before ſearch'd by ſome of his 
Guards, even to the very Beds and Bed-ſtraw. 
And yet he was poylon'd at laſt by his own Ta- 
ſer, whom he never ſuſpeted. What ſhou'd I 
ſay of Domitian the Emperor; (b) who was {o 
fearful and ſuſpicious of all Men, that he made 
the Walls of his Galleries, where he us'd to 
walk, to be ſer full of a kind of bright and clear 
Stone call'd Phengites, wherein he might ſee what-- 
ſoever was: done behind him. And nevertheleſs 
he was Murder'd by his own Chamberlains. 

27. Many ſuch other examples might be al- 
ledg'd of Princes, who beſides their great Guards, 
and Armies for defence of their perſons, us'd alſo 
all human diligence, being jealous and ſufpicious 
of all Men ; and yet nevertheleſs were over- 
reach'd, ſometimes by thoſe whom they moſt 
fear'd, and ſometimes by thoſe whom they leaſt ful- 
pected, or moſt truſted. Whereunto I add, what 
| have allo noted ellewhere, and cannot repeat. 
too often, . that ſomerimes the moſt provident, 
and Politick Princes, are throu' the weakneſs of 
buman Wir, overthrown by their own Policies; 
that is, by the ſame means, whereby they ſought 
either to benefit themſelves, or to hurt and de- 


(a) Sucto, in Claudio, (b) Idem in Domitianos 
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ftroy others; as hath ſufficiently appear'd by the 
examples of Ceſar Borgia himſelf, (4) the Admi- 
ral Chaſtillion in France; Henry the III King of 
France ; and divers others, of whom I have ſpoken 
before, in ſeveral places of this Treatiſe. 

33, Bur what ſecurity can a wicked Prince have 
by Guards or other human Providence , and dili- 
gence? Since we ſee, that ſomerimes the Wiſcfh, 
and beſt garded, being advertis'd of ſome emi- 
nent danger, either have not the good fortune to 
underſtand it, or the wit to believe it; fo it hap- 
pen'd to falias Ceſar, (b) who as he was going 
ro the Senate, receiv'd a Memorial , wherein the 
Conſpiracy againſt him was diſcover'd; and being 
defir d to Read it preſently, becauſe it greatly im- 
ported him, was ſo troubl'd with the - preſs and 
importunity of Petirioners, that he cou'd not at- 
tend unto it; and fo was kill'd the fame Day in 
the Senate- Houſe, Archias alſo, the Tyrant in 
Thebes, (c) being invited to a Supper, where his 
Death was Confpird , TTeceiv'd a Letter from a 
friend of his, containing an advice of the Confſpt- 
racy, and being defir'd by him that brought t, 
to Read it out of hand, becauſe it concern'd 
matters of great importance, he anſwer'd, thar it 
was no time then to negociate ſuch affairs ; and 
fo laying it aſide, was Slain within two hours 
after. In like manner Charles Duke of Burgundy, 
(d) who as I have declar'd before, was kill'd at 
Nancy, by the Treaſon. of Campobachio an 1talian, 


(«) Tom. re, Cha, 3. 4. & x3, (b) Plutar, in Tulio 
Ceſar, Iulius Ceſar. (c) Idem, in pelopidia (d ) Fbiips 
Com, itt LodoVico' us 6 83» © 9h | 

was 


Part. 2. Policy and Religion. 149 


was advertis'd and forewarn'd thereof by Lewis the 
Il King of France; nevertheleſs, perſuading him- 
ſelf, har his advertiſement proceeded either out of 
malice to Champobachio, or a defire ro deprive him 
of his moſt neceſſary, and truſty Servant, wou'd 
not believe it, but Jov'd him the better for it; 
befides that, one who was privy to the Confſpira- 
oy being Condemn'd ro dy for another matter, 
and determining to reveal it to the Duke , there- 
by to obtain his Pardon, made fute unto him to 
yo with him, promiting to advertiſe him of 
omethings, which imported him very much to 
know, but the Duke wou'd not be intreated fo 
much as to hear him, and fo the Man was Exe- 
_ and the Duke Slain within a few Days 
er. 

39. Now then I wou'd gladly know of Machia- 
w, and his followers, whar ſecurity they can pro- 
mile their Prince in extremity of wickednefs, ſee- 
mg 'tis evident by the reaſons and examples al 
kdg'd, that the extream hatred that great wicked- 
nes draws upon 'em, do's, notwithftanding all 
their power and policy, work their deſtruction by 
many means, as Þ have declar'd; as by open 
Rebellions, or the general InſurreQion of a whole 
People; by the enterpriſe of a few, or the at- 
tempt of ſome one Man; by the defeftion of 
wbjects in favor of ſome Forraign or Domeſtick. 
Enemy ; by the negligence of Officers, and caſu- 
atty of all human affairs, and deſigns; and laſtly, 
by the errors whereunto all human wit and policy 
5 ſubject, which to Princes that are generally be- 
ly'd, are nothing fo daygerous, by all which 

"Ty means, 
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means, the ſtrongeſt, and moſt crafty Tyrants; 
have been overthrown at one time or other. 

40. So that the abſurdity of Machiavel, is moſt 
* evident in true reaſon of State, ſceing- that in 
Counſelling Princes to wickedneſs, and Tyranny, 


upon confidenee, in human force and policy; he ex- 


pales 'em to aſſurd danger, and gives 'em no al- 
ſur'd or probable remedy, but rather heap's danger 
upon danger, by encreaſe of cruelty and all kinds 
of Tyrannical impiety ; inſomuch, that it may be 
fayd to Machiavels Prince, as Diogenes ſayd to a 
Diſciple of his, whom he had forbidden the Ta- 
vern; who ſeeing him one Day running from 
the Tavern Door, where he ſtood, into the Ta- 
vern to hide himſelf from him, he call'd unto 


him ſaying, Come back thou Fool, for the farther” 


thou go'ſt forward, the more thou art in the Tayern: 
The ſame we may ſay to Machiayels Prince, that 
the farther he proceed's in his dangerous 
courſe of wicked Policy, the more he endangers 
himſelf, and as the Poet ſays, Incidit in Scyllam 
cupiens vitare Charybdim ; - Seeking to avoid Scylla, he 
fall's into Charybdis, or as our Engliſh Proverb 
ſays, he leap's out of the Frying-pan, -into-the Fire. 


4r. Bur pur the caſe that a Machiavellian, or 


wicked Prince, cou'd by Machiavels Policies fecure 
his Eſtate from all Forraign and Domeſtical dan- 

er, yet he wou'd infaffibly pay fuch a grievous 
Penalty for his wickedneſs, even in this World, 


that he wou'd reap neither pleaſure nor profit ' 


thereby; for ſuch exceſs of impiety, as Machiavel 
. requires in his Prince, is ever accompany 'd not 


only with hatred of Men, and infamy ; bur allo 
| z 0 with 
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with grief and anguiſh of Mind; infinite ſufpici-- 
ons and fears, weary Days, reſtleſs Nights, dread- 
ful Dreams, and continual torment and horror of 
Conſcience 5 and many. times with diſtra&tion , 

madnels 5nd diſpair; as I bave before ſignifi'd, 
(4) when I handFd this Point in the fame place, 
and therefore will be "the briefer here, adding 
only two'or three Examples I there omitted. 

' 42. The'Elder Denis, Tyrant of Sicily, (b) ths 
he Raign'd thirty eight Years in great Wealth, 

and Magnificence; yer liv'd in ſuch continual fear, 

jealoufte, and ſuſpicion of all Men; that he durſt 
never truſt any Barber to Trim him,” bur raughe 
his own Daughters to Shave whillſt they were very 
young, and when they came to be of riper years, 

he wou'd' not ſuffer 'em to uſe the Razor, but 
made 'em burn away the hairs of his Beard with' 
Walnut-ſhells, made. red hot; and having two 
Wives, he always caus'd 'em ro be ſearch'd, be- 
fore he wou'd come to them; and when he had 
occaſton to treat any thing wich the People, he 


bo ke to them from the top of a high Tower; and 


= miſerable his whole Life and State was, he 
himſelf ſufficiently declar'd, when 'Damotles, one of 
his Flatterers admiring his great Wealth \Domi- 
non, Magnificence, and* Majeſty, ſayd, That be 
thought 0 Man. living more happy than he, Where-' 
won Denis ask'd him* whether he wow'd try how” 
bappy he was, and take a taſt of his felicity ; and 
when D.mocles'(c) conſented to accept his offer, he 
aus'd him' ro be ſer upon a Sumptuous Bed of Seare," 


a }) Tom. 1, Cha, 16. nim. 2. 3» 4+ 5. © 6» 
(3) _ <F_ quaſt, lt, Fe (c} Kbiachn, 
L 
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as. the cuſtom was then, richly cover'd ; and Cub. 


bards of Plate: to be furniſh'd with Veſlels of 
Gold and Silver; Tables repleniſh'd with all kind 


of delicate Meats; and moſt beautiful Bays at- 


tending upon him; beſides thar, 


there was no 


want of precious Oyntments, and ſweer Perfumes, 
excellent Muſick, and whatſoever elſe might Fa, 
light his ſenſes; infomych, that Damecles thought 


himſelf a moſl happy kan, 


Bur at length , 


calt- 


ivg up his Eyes, he fawa bright, and ſharp Sword 
hanging by a hair oyer his head, wich the point 
downward, as Denis had ordain'd, which when he 
faw, he had no more pleaſure. in beholding his 
beautiful Atrendants, and rich Furniture ; 


Far of his dainties ; 


nor tg 


nor to hear any Muſick ; but 


defir d the Tyrant to give him leave to be gone; 
for he wou'd be no longer happy. Thus did Denis 
very well expreſs the infelicity and milery of wick- 


ed Tyrants; how Splendid, Powerful, or Magni- 


ficent ſoever they may ſ{cem to be. 
43- I omit to ſpeak of the Emperors Nero, 


Claudius and Domitian; and of King Alfonſus of 
. of whom I have ſpoken before ; 


Nyples, 


(4) 


and ſhall ml touch the Mota ſtate of King 


Richard the 11 


1 bave .heard, fays Be, 


after he had Murder'd his Nep 
which Sir 24f hgh Moor deſcribes as follows in ho 
Story of his Life. 


hews, 


by the 


credible report of fuch as. were intimate with bis 
Ghamberlains, that after this abominable fa#, be never 
eujoy'd a quiet Mind, be never thaught himſelf ſecure; 
when be went abroad he caft his Eyes eyery where, bis 


( a) Tom, I, Chaps I6, HMMs Se 


Body 
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Body was privatly Arm'd, his Hand was ever upon 
his Dagger, his Countenance and Behaviour, like one al-- 
ways ready to Atike: He took, no reſt at Nights, 
ly long awake mufing, much weary'd with care, and 
watching, and rather ſlumber d then ſlept, he was 
woubl'd with feurful Dreams, he ſometimes ſuddenly 
fpantcd up, leap'd out of his Bed, and ran about the 
Chamber ; thus his Teftleſs Heart was toſs'd, and per- 
plex'd with the ſad impreſſion, and diſqui.t remem+ 
brance of his abominable fat. $ 

44.  Whereby we may ſee that Plutarch had great 
realon to ſay, that Witkedneſs is of it ſelf ſufficient 
t make 4 Man miſerable; and that wicked Men the 
layer they live, the more miſerable they are; and 
that the Doleful and: Tragical ends which mo} Ty 
runs have, cannot be ſo properly counted the temporal 
puni}hment due to their wickedneſs in this Life, as 
the: couſummation and end thereof. Wherefore I con- 
dude, that tho'there. were no Human or Divine 
puniſhment ro be fear'd for wickedneſs; nor any 
danger to follow- it in a Princes State, nor any 
Hell or Heaven after this Life, -yet this continual 


torment and anguiſh of Mind ; this Hell and 


horror of Conſcience, were enough ro make all 
Princes dereſt, and abhor the abominable precepts 
of Machiayel, who wou'd perſuade Princes to con- 
ſerve their States by wickednels. 

45- Bur perhaps the Machiavellians will ſay here, 
n defence of their Maſters Do&rin , that tho it 
rou'd not be. amiſs for thoſe who come jultly, 
and lawfully to Soveraignty by Succeſhon , or 
Eletion, to procute the Love:and good Will of 
al Men, by their Vertuous and Juſt Govern- 
| PIE ment, 
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ment, yet a Prince who com's to his State by 
I ntrufion, Ufurpation and Injuſtice ; as by Murders 
/and other milchiefs, to the prejudice of the right 
Heirs,, or Owners thereof, cannot hope to con- 
ſerve and maintain himſelf therein by Vertue and 
Juſtice, or by the Love of the People, whoke 
hatred he has already incurrd, but by force and 
fear, and by the continuance of wickedneſs and Ty- 
ranny.; which Cicero may ſeem to have inſinuated 
in Denis the Tyrant of Sicily , of whom he ſays, 
(a) that Salyus efſe non poſſer, fi ſanus eſſe capiſſt. 
He cou'd not have been ſafe, if he had begun to be 
ſound; that is to ſay, he cou'd not have been {- 
cure, it he had become Juſt and Vertuous 
Which Solon (b): allo the Wile Athenian, ſeem 
ro ſigmife of all Tyrants; for when he was moy( 
by bis Friends to make himſclf Tyrant of - Athens, 
with intention to Govern well and juſtly after- 

wards, he refus'd it ſaying, that Tyranny is like t 
a Laberinth, which has no Iſſue of it. Meaning, asit 
may ſeem, that a Tyrant cannot with his ſecurity, 
return from w ickednel ro Vertue, but that he 
muſt procecd, and g0 ON in Impiery, and T yran- 

' ny ; having as1t were, a Wolt bythe Ears, whom 
it he lets go, he ſers upon himſelf. Thus ſays th: 
Machiavellians, or at leaſt may ſay, for I am con- 

tent to plead their Cauſe for 'em. 

46. For the farisfattion hereof, 'tis ro be con- 
fiderd, that Cicero and Solon fayd' what is abowt 
mention'd, not | becauſe rhey thought thar the 
way and paſſage from Vice to Vertue is not open 


( a ) Cicero Tuſeut, quaFt, lib zz, (b) Plutart 


in Solon, 
a 
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as well for Tyrants, as for other Men; but to 
ſgnifie the malignity of their Natures, and their 
miſerable State; becauſe Tyrants are commonly of 
ſo vile, malign and beaſtly natures, that 'tis ſel- 
dom ſeen that any of 'em come to embrace Ver- 
tue : In which reſpeR Cicero thought Tyrants to 
be moſt miſerable. Moreover, Solon being moſt 
Wiſe, and Prudent, was not ignorant that as the 
Proverb ſays, Henores mutant mores; Honors change 
manners; and therefore he greatly fear'd, that if 
he ſhou'd once give way to Ambition, and violate 
uſtice by the oppreſſion of the Common-wealth, 
he ſhou'd hardly+ ever after repair the wrack of his 
own Conſcience. For whoſoever looſes, as I may 


term it, the Anchor of integrity, and ſuffers him- 


ſelf to be fo far carry'd away with the Wind of 
Ambition, that he runs the Ship of Conſcience, 
_—_ the Rocks of Tyranny, Jet him not won» 
er if he makes an irreparable-Shipwrack , of all 
Juſtice and Vertue, Nevertheleſs, if a Prince 
that has got a Crown or State unjuſtly, holds ſuch 
a Vertuous courſe, that he converts his Tyranny 
into a Regal and Juſt Government, tis evident, 
both by reaſon and expcrience, that tho he holds 
not his il] gotten Stare lawtul'y, yer he {Hall pol- 
ſels it with far leſs danger , and much more 
ſecurity. | 

47. And this is conformable not only to the 
Opinion and Dodtrin of Ariſtotle, as I have before 
declar'd in this Chapter, (a) but alſo of Plato, 
(b) wha Counſell'd the two Tyrants of Sicily 


(4) Num. 3. &' 9. (b) Plutar, in Dion... 
L 2 call'd 


J 
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call'd Denis , the Father and the Son, to change 
rheir T yrannical courſe into a juſt manner of 
Government; affuring 'em that they cou'd not 
otherwiſe long conſerve and ſecure their States ; 
The truth whereof ſufficiently appear'd, as well 
by the miſcrable Life ' of the Father, of whom 1 
have lately ſpoken, as alſo by the ignominious 
baniſhment, and . unfortunate end of the Son: 
Whom Dion with very ſmall Forces caſt out of 
his Kingdom ; by reaſon that he was hated and 
forſaken of all his Subjedts; whereas divers 
other Tyrants, of other Countries, changing their 
courſe of Tyranny, to a Juſt and Vertuous Go- 
vernment, livd and Raign'd no leſs glorious than 
ſecurely. : 

48. Such a one was Anaxilaus Tyrant of Sith, 
of whom f7uftm Writ's thus. Anaxilaus who wa; 
one of the Tyrants, did by his Juſtice and . Vere, 
ſtrive to ſurpaſs the Cruelty, and Impiety of others, 
which wrought a wonderful effett, fer when he Dy, 
and leſt his Children very Toung, in the Tuition of 
Nicithus 4 Slave of his, whom he dearly lov'd for 


. - bis Fidelity, ſuch was the love that all his $Subjedts 


bore unto the memory of him, that they choſe rather 
to Obey his Slaye, than to forſake his Children , and 
all his Nobility forgetting their Dignity, and the Ma- 
qJefty of their Kingdom , offer d themſelves t8 be Gi 
pern'd by a Slave. Plutarch alſo teſtifies, ( a) that 
Hieron and Gelon, Tyrants of Sicily , and Piſiſtratas 
the Son of Hyppocrares having moſt wickedly pol- 
ſeſt themſelves of their States, did neverthelcls 


(4) Plutar, de ſera, num, Vindift, Hieron, Gelcn, 
PifiStratns, | 
_— Govern 


4 
( 
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Govern afcerwards with ſuch Moderation, Juftice, 
and Equity, that they became :yery popular 
Princes; as alſo, that Lidiades (4) the Tyrant, 
reſtor'd ro his Subjes their Old Laws, ' and 
Priviledges, and afterwards Dy'd gloriouſly in the 
Field in defence of his Country. 

49. In like manner, Auguſtus Cefar (b) after 
he had oppreſt his Common-wealth by force of 
Armes, and us'd ſuch Cruelty for many Years to- 
gether, that he was hatred of all Men, inſomuch, 
that he cou'd neither Ear, Drink, nor Sleep in 
quiet for fear of Confpiracies; chang'd his courſe 
by the Counſel of his Friends, and gave himſelf 
wholly to the exerciſe of Vertue, Piety, and Ju- 
ſtice ; whereby he was at length exceedingly be- 
lov'd of all his Subjes, and eſteem'd ro be Pater 


Patriz, The Farher of his Country. And paſs'd the 


reſt of his Life in no leſs ſecurity, than honor 
and felicity. Whereas very many of his Succe(- 
ſors, truſting partly to the ſtrength of their Guards, 
Garrifons, and Armies ; and partly to their Policies ; 
loſt their Honor, Empire, and Lives by the 
continuance of cruelty, and wickedneſs 2: Where- 
by it appears, . that according to the Latin Pro- 
verb, Nunquam ſera eſt ad bonos mores via; Tis 
never too late to be good; and that 'tis not only 
eaſte, but alſo moſt ſecure for a Tyrannical Prince 
to paſs from Cruelty to Clemency, from Vice 
to Vertue, and from Tyranny to Juſtice and 


DPiety. 


( a ) Lidiades, (b ) Dion, ts Auguſio. Au- 
gnftus Caſar,, | k 7. 
L 4 50, But 
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50. But do you, fay the. Machiayellians, count 
it Witdom for a Prince, ſo to confide in Juſtice, 
and Vertue, that he cruſt thoſe whom he has once 
injur'd, or that he thinks himſelf ſecure from 'em 
ſo. long as they live, ſeeing that according to the 
Italian Proverb. Chi offend non perdona mai ; He 
who effends, that is to fay, he who do's the in- 
jury, never pardons, and much leſs he who re- 
celves 1t? | 

5rt, To which I anſwer, thar I grant to the 
Machiavellian, that his Tyrant ſhou'd never re- 
poſe ſo great confidence in any reconcil'd Enemy, 
as to put | his Life or. State into his hands; to 
which purpoſe I have ſhew'd in the beginning of 
the Firſt Treatiſe, (a) how the Wiſdem of" the 
Serpent , is to be conjoynd with the ſimplicity of the 
Dove, (6) in pardoning and Joving our Enemies; 
and yet in being wary and circumſpe&t how we 
rruſt *m , but that which I require of a Tyrant 
for his ſecurity, is, that he ceales ro heap Coal's 
upon his own Head, by acontinuance and encreaſe 
of Injuſtice, Cruelty, and Tyranny ; and thar he 
labor by all convenient means, - to pacifie the ex- 
aſperated minds of thoſe whom he has — 
not only with Words, but alſo with Deeds, re- 
compenſing injuries with benefits, and yi 
with favors, cruelty, and ſeverity with clemency, 
benignity and affabiliry; doing Juſtice to all Men, 
and ſhewing himſelf ro have a. particular care of 
the Common-wealth, by preferring the Publick 
good before his own private pleaſure, or commo- 


( a 2 Tom, x. Chap, 3: 24, to, ( b ) Matth, 10. 16+ 
7 dity, 
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dity, by being the -Patron, and Protector of Ver- 
tue, the Puniſher of Vice, a Refuge to the Poor 
and Afﬀlicted, and finally a common Father to all : 
Whereby he will purchaſe ro himſclt the general 
and univerſal Love of all; and either extinguiſh 
the hatred of thoſe whom he had wrong'd, and 
offended; or ar leaſt ſo temper and mitigate the 
ame, that 'twill be much leſs dangerous for 
him, when all Men generally Honor and Love 
him, | 

52. Moreover, I allow not only to a reform'd 
Tyrant, but alſo to the moſt lawful and beſt 
Prince living , all lawful means of defence, as 
ſtrong Guards, Garriſons, Armies, Fortreſles , 
the Vigilance of Counſellors and Magiſtrates , 
the diligence of Spyes and all other lawful Poli- 
cies; all which concurring with the Vertuous, and 

uſt Government of a Prince, and being fortifid 
with. the general love of his People, which Ver- 
tue and Juſtice procur'd, will yield him the great- 
eſt aſſurance, and ſecurity that -can be had by 
any human means, 

53. But perhaps the Machiavellians will yet re- 
ply, and fay, that for all this, I render not the 
reform'd Tyrant, no nor any other lawful Prince 
ſecure; for tho he ſhall be never fo well, or 


. never ſo generally belov'd, yet, as I have already 


prov'd ſome one .Man offended, may notwith- 
ſtanding all his force and lawful Polictes, take re- 
verge upon his perſon, and therefore the only re- 
medy for the Prince, ſay they, in that caſe, wou'd 
be to cut off by ſome means or other, all ſuch as 
he may think likely to ſeek revenge, or to be any 

way 


160 A Treatiſe of Chap. 6; 


way dangerous to his State; for as Theodotus ſayd 
to Piolomens King of Egypt, when he Counlcll'd 
him to kill Pompey, Mortui non mordent; Dead Men 
bite not. 

54. But what need the Dead bite him, when 
not only his own Conſcience ſhall bite and ſting 
him, as I have before ſignift'd, (4a) but alfo 
there will be Men left alive to ſeek revenge ; as 
their Children, 1f they have any, or their Kin- 
dred, Servants and Friends; as for example, 
Erotho King of Denmark the Fifth of that Name, 

b) caus'd his own Brother to be Murder'd, and 
after kill'd the Murderer, left he might reveal it; 
for which he was ſmother'd with Smoke by his 
Brothers Children. (c) Yalentinian the third Em<« 
peror of that Name, having ungratfully kill'd the 
famous Captain Atius with his own Hand, was 
kill'd by two Soldiers of Ztius, in revenge there- 
of. (d) Alſo Amurates Emperor of the Turks, 
the firſt of that Name, was Slain with a Dagger 
by a Servant of Laſtarus, the Deſpora, or Lord of 
Servia, for revenge of his Lord and Maſters Death ; 
notwithſtanding that Amurates, as Paulus Tovius re- 
ports, (e) was one of the moſt crafty and vigilant 
Princes that the Farks ever had. 

55. Bur amongſt all thoſe who have ſought to 
| ſecure their States by Murders, none ever ex- 


(a) Num, Gt. 43, dh & 44 (b) Olaus Mags 
HE. $. ca, z6* (c) Saxo gram, libs ye Paul. Diacons 
lib. ws. (d) Caſfiodor, Chron, an, 454. & © 455 
Ce) EVagri th, 2. 7, Paul, lovius in Amiitait, 
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ceeded Andronicus Comnenus Emperor of Conftan- 
tinople, (4) who as I have before declard, (6b) 
us'd to condemn and extirpate whole Families, for 
the ſuſpicion which he had fomerimes -of ſome 
one Man, thereby to free himſelf from all fear 
of revenge; (c) which nevertheleſs was reveng'd 
upon him moſt notorioully, not only by the friends 
and well-willers of the Dead, bur alſo by all the 
People ; ſuch being the horror of injuſtice, and 
cruelty, that it do's not only offend thoſe which 
are injur'd, but alſo all other Men; and there- 
fore it has been often ſeen, that SubjeRs have | 
made attempts againſt the Stare or Perſon of a 
Prince, for the hatred of ſome Murder, or ſome 
Cruel At. Fuſtin Writes, (4) that when Seleucus 


King of gyria began his Government with the 


Murder of Berevice his Step-Mother, and of her 
Son his own Brother; all the Cities which were 
ſubjet to him in Afta, Exemplo crudelitatis territe ; 
Being frighted with this example of Cruelty; fudden- 
ly revolred from him, and yielded themſelves to 
the Obedience of Ptolomaus King of Zgypt, Tun- 
tum ili odium, ſays Juſtin, paricidiale ſcelus attulerat ; 
So great was the hatred his wicked and parricidial 
At, causd in his Subjeds towards him, But what 
need 1 alledge old Examples for this matter, ſee- 
ing we have one of later date, whereof I have 
had occaſion ro ſpeak divers times; that is, the 
lamentable ruin of Henry the III. King of France, 


| who perſuading himſelf, that Dead Men bite nor, 


(4a) Idm. (b) lbidm, { c } Ni:etas Choniat 
in Anlronico Commeino, lib, 22 {( d } Iuitin, li. 37: 
thought 
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thought it. moſt ſecure for him to Kill the Cardi- 
| nal, and Duke of Gaiſe, which was reveng'd, as 
1] have before ſignifi'd, not only upon his State, 
by the greateſt part of his Subjes, who preſent. 
"ly upon the News thereof, took Armes againſt 
him ; but alſo upon his Perſon, by one, who was 
Not any way dependant of the Guiſes, nor ever 
had receiv'd -any injury in his whole Life from 
him; ſo unſfecure and dangerous is the remedy of 
dangers, by Murder and Cruelty; that the dan- 
- ger 15 many times encreas'd and redoubl'd there- 
++ by. And therefore Seneca ſays very well, Cruelty 
reprefſes the Malice of few, and. incenſes, and 
kindles the hatred of all, and As the cropping of 4 
Tree, ſays he, encreaſes the Boughs, ſo 4 cruel Prince, 
by cutting off his Enemies do s multiply them. 

56. But now, the Politician may ask me here, 
whether I, who inculcate fo often the danger of 
wicked Policy, can fo ſecure a Princes State by 
Vertue and Juſtice, that the ſame {Hall nor be 
ſubje& to any danger or inconvenience 2 Where- 
unto I anſwer, that tho ſuch is the natural. infir- 
mity of Man's ſtate and condition, and fo in- 
finite the hazards and inconveniences whereunto 
he is ſubje&, and ſuch alſo the malice of 11] Men, 
that no Human Force or Policy can warrant the 
beſt Prince living, from all dangers incident ro his 
Perſon or State; yet all the aſſurance and ſecurity 
' which any Prince can poſſibly have of the one or 
the other, by Human means, is, to be atrain'd 
principally by Vertue, Juſtice, and fuch Policies 
as are grounded thereupon ; and not by injuſtice, 
impiety-and wicked Policy ; for whereas the g_ 

j Tice 


Prince may have ſome one, or a few Enemies, 
who may endanger him, yet the wicked muſt 
needs have many; and the more wicked and cruel 
he is, the more Enemies he will have, and con- 
ſequently the greater will be his danger; for if a 
Prince cannot be ſecure from one Enemy, or from a 
few, he will be much leſs ſecure from many; and 
| leaſt of all from the general hatred of all Men; 

which infallibly ſprings from ſuch exceſlive cru- 
elty and wickedneſs as Machiavel requires in his 
Prince. 

57. Therefore, foraſmuch as 'cis the part of all 
Wiſe Men, eſpecially in matters of Stare, to 
chuſe the leaſt of all dangers or inconveuiences, 
which cannot be remedy'd; and to ſeek, prevent 
and avoid the worſt, as I have ſufficiently de- 
clard in my Rules for Young . Satiſts, (4) 'ris 
allo evident, that as nothing is more dangerous to 
Princes and their States than injuſtice and wicked- 
neſs, which makes 'em odious to all Men, fo no- 
thing is more to be avoided by them, than the 
ſfame.; and that the contrary means of Juſtice and 
Vertue is to be embrac'd and practisd; whereby 
they may purchaſe the general Love of their Sub- 
jets, in which conſiſts the greateſt ſecurity of 


Princes: Such being the force and efft<& of Love, 


that .it cauſes in the Lovers, as great a care of 
the beloved, as of themſelves; in which reſpeR, 
Seneca ſays, Vnum eſt inexpugnabile munimentum amor 
civium; The only impreanable Fortreſs of Princes, is 
the love of their Subjetts. 


(a) Tom. 2, Chap, 4+ he 10s Its Its 
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58. Andthis is ſo manifeſt, that Machiavel him- 
ſelf do's ſufficiently acknowledge ir, teaching that the 
excellency of vertue may conſerve a Princes Stare,tho 
he alſo moſt abſurdly attributes the like force and 
effe& ro wickedneſs; which truly may be won- 
der'd at, if we confider that he being well Read 
ur Htſtories, cou'd not bur ſee, if he were not 
wiltully blind, that.all ſuch Tyrants as have been 
mfamous for their exceſſive cruelty and. wicked- 
neſs, have. one way or other. miſerably perilh'd, 
which has been obſerv'd in all Ages; and. there- 
fore Cicero [peaking of the viotent Death. of a 
Tyrant fays, Haud fere quiſquam eorun fimilens in- 
rerrinnm effugit; There is ſtazce any ons Tyrant to be 
found, that eſcapes the like deftrufion. Whereupon 
alſo the Tragical Poet fays, (4) ---- Quota pars 
moritur tenapore fati ? Quos felices Cinthia vidit ? 
Vidit: miſeros abitura dies, Rarum eſt felix idemque 
fenex. How few of *em live out the courſes of Na- 
ture, tis 4 rare thins to ſee any of 'em Old and 
Happy 3 whereof alſo another Poet ſays thus. 
=-========- Fine cade & ſangnine, pauci Deſcen- 


dunt reges,, & ficca morte Tyranni; Few Tyrants - 


| Die 4 Natural Death, or without Blood; which Ma-+ 
chiavel might have nored, if not out of other Hi- 
ſtories, yer at leaſt out of Titus Livius, (b) upon 
whom he made certain diſcourſes, for of Seven 
Kings of Rome from Romulus to Tarquinius ſuperbus, 
Four who gor their States , or at /leaſt. Govern'd 
'em Tyrannically, were Three of 'em Kill'd., and 
the other Baniſh'd, as I have obſerv'd before 


( a} Senecde (bY Tits, Livius Dec. r, li. 1, 
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in Romulus, Lucius Tarquinius, Servins Tullins, and 
Farquinius ſuperbus, (a) whereas the other three, 
Numa Pompilius, Tullus Hoſtilins, and Ancus Martius, 
who were lawfully Elefted by the Senate, and 
Govern'd Juſtly and Vertuouſly, liv'd in ſecurity, 
and dy'd very well belov'd, and lamented by the 
People. The like might be obſerv'd in the Roman. 
Emperors after Julius Ceſar, if it were needful. 
59. Bur that which ſeems ro me moft ftrange 
in Machiavel, is, that he cou'd not fee the expert- 
ence thereof, at leaſt in Ceſar Borgia, whom as 
| have often before fignift'd,, he propoſes to his 
Prince for a Mirror of Tyrannical Policy, not- 
withſtanding that the ſucces thereof was fuch in 
him, that all Princes may learn thereby to dereft 
it; ſceing be who in Machiavels opinion, (b) 
was moſt exa& in the Speculation and Practice 
thereof, was utterly overthrown thereby, as welf 
as all other Tyrants of former times; which can- 
not be attribured ro Chance, as the Pofititians 
wou'd have it, bur either to the Juſt Judgments 
of God upon wicked Men, whlch is indeed the 
principal cauſe thereof, as I will dectare in the 
next. Chapter, or at leaſt to the next and imme- 
diare cauſe, which for the moſt part is the hatred 
of, Men. And therefore ſeeing the miſerable end 
of wicked Tyrants, not only has ſuch notorious 
and known Cauſes, but allo is ſo frequent and 
common, that it has been always held for a mat- 
ter of common experience; it cannot be referr'd 
t9 Chance or Fortune, which are underſtood to 


(4) Supra nie 26, (b) Gnicciard, li; 6, 


be 
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be in ſuch things only, as happen ſeldom, and 


have no known, and ordinary cauſe, as I have 
before declard: (a) So that ir may rather be 
counted caſual , or a matter of Chance, if any 
notable Tyrant comes to a good end; becauſe 
the ſame hath been ſeldom ſeen, and the cauſe 
thereof ſecret, or at leaſt uncertain. 

60. Wherefore I conclude that Machiavel can- 
not be excus'd, either of groſs ignorance, if he 
Knew nor, as common experience teaches, thar 


wicked Tyrants do commonly periſh miſerably ; 


or of extream malice, if he knew ir, and yet la- 
bor'd to induce Princes to wickedneſs and Tyran- 
ny. The later whereof, is now ſufficiently ac- 
| knowiedg'd by ſome Florentines of na mean Judg- 
ments, his own Country Men and Friends; who 
in their ordinary diſcourſes, concerping his Poli- 


cies, do not ſtick to confeſs, that he himſelf 


Enew them to be contrary to truereaſon of State, 
and pernicious to Princes; and that nevertheleſs 
deſiring the overthrow, of the Dukes of Florence, 
and of their Monarchy, he publiſh'd his peſtilent 
Doctrin, hoping ſo to corrupt 'em therewith, 
that they ſhou'd ruin themſelves by the practice 
thereof , whereby the State of Florence might re- 


turn to the old Democracy, or popular Govern- 
ment, wherein it had continu'd many Years be- 


fore. Thus fays his Friends; , but how they de- 


fend him therein,  excuſing him of folly, and ac- 


cuſing him of malicious impicty, as well in regard- 
of all other Princes, as of Coſino Duke of Florence, 


(4a) Tom: x, Chap. It. 1th. oe 7e 


whole 
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whoſe Servant and Secretary he was, I leave it to 
the Judgment of the diſcreet Reader. And this 
ſhall ſuthce for the examination of Machiayellian 
Policies, only by reaſon of State ; whereunto I 
will in the next Chapter, add the conſideration 
of God's Juſtice, for the farther confutation 
thereof, ! | 


CHA P. VII. 


The Argument of the precedent Chadter is 
proſecuted, With the conſideration of God's 
Tuſtice in puniſhing wicked Princes, by the 
Minit y of all his Creatures, Where alſo 
ſemerhing 15 fayd of the Enormity of Mur- 
a.r, and of God's ſevere puniſhment thereof. 


ſurdity of Machiavellian Policies, only by 
reaſon of State, (4) and now for the far- 

ther manifeſtation thereof, I will add in 
this, the conſideration of God's: Providence in 
the diſpoſition of Kingdoms, and of his Juſtice in 
puniſhing wickedneſs in all Men, and particular- 
ly in Princes; whereof I have lay'd the foundati- 
on before, (b) having clearly proy'd that all States, 


I N the laſt Chapter I have ſhew'd the ab- 


(a) Tome Ls (haps I7. per forum. (b) Ibid, HH» tbe 
56 6, &C FO . ; 


M and 
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and Kingdoms, are very particularly direfted, go- 
vern'd, and diſpos'd: by the Providence of God; 
which I have made manifeſt, not only by the ac- 
compliſhment of Daniels Prophecy's, ( 4) con- 
cerning the Tranſlation of the Empire*of the 
World, from one Nation to another; bur alſo 
by notorious examples of God's Juſtice in puniſh- 
ing whole Common-wealths, Kingdoms, and 
States, for the Sins, ſometimes of the Princes, 
ſometimes of the People, and ſometimes of both: 
And finally, I have declar'd, (b) as well by 
reaſon, and by the Authority of the moſt Learn'd 
and Famous Philoſophers, as alſo by very . many 
examples, that all true Wiſdom and Policy 1s 
from God, and that all the Perfc&ion thereof, 
proceeds from his Grace; and alſo that the wiſcſt 
Worldlings, and moſt Politick Governors, with- 
out the ſame, do commir infinite Errors, and g0 
as 'twere, groping in the dark, in matters that 
concern as well their private, as publick affairs. 
2. Burt I have already ſhew'd all this at large, 
(c) and therefore .need not repeat it here, but 
only draw this infallible concluſion , from what 
has been fayd before, that all Machiavell;an or 
wicked Policies, are againſt true reaſon of State, 
and moſt pernicious both to Princes, and their 
States; for if all States depend upon the Provi- 
dence of God,' and are at his diſpoſition; if they 
be giv'n, conſerv'd, increas'd, puni{h'd, tranſlat- 
ed, or deſtroy'd, by his ordination ; as I have 


(4) Dan. 20 (b) Tom, to chap. 213. 19, 20. 21. (F 2 
' (c) Tom, n, chap. 28, num, 19, 20, 21, co & num. & 
36. 35, Jbidem mums 17, 
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clearly prov'd they are; and laſtly, if all true 
Wiſdom, and Policy be from God ; ir muſt 
needs follow, that no act can be truly Wiſe and 
Political, which is offenſive to God; nor any 
thing good for a State, or conformable to true 
realons of State, which can provoke the wrath 
and puniſhment of God, upon whoſe Will all 
States depend: Whereupon ir alſo follows, thar 
not ſo much as a Venial Sin, I mean the leaſt 
that may be committed, and much leſs ſuch hor- 
rible Crimes as Machiavel allow's in his Prince, 
can be grounded upon true reaſon of Stare, tho 
by God's permiſſion, they. may be beneficial ro 
ir, whereof I (hall ſay ſomething hereafter. (4). 
3- In the mean time I will here proſecute the 


former Argument a little farther, drawn from the 


conſideration of God's Juſtice , whereby 'twill be 
more clear than the Sun, that wicked Policy can- 
not ſecure, but utterly deſtroys the States of 
Princes; and foraſmuch as I treated of this point 
in the ſaſt Chapter, examining Machiavels Do- 
arine, only by reaſons of State, where I aſcrib'd 
the overthrow of wicked Princes to the hatred of 
Men, this being for the moſt part, one of the 
moſt ordinary cauſes thereof; therefore I here 
afhrm, that neither hatred, contempr, ambition, 
nor any other paſſion of Man,or human means what- 
ſoever, whereby wicked Princes may be over- 
thrown, are any other than ſecondary , and infe- 
rior cauſes thereof; becauſe the firſt and principal 
cauſe is the Juſtice of God; who for the puniſh- 
ment of the Sins of Men, ſerves himſelf, not 


(a) Tom. 2, chap, 8- 11m, 26: & 27e Dis 
| M 2 only 
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only of Men, but alſo of Angels, and other 
Spirits, good and bad; of all living and ſenſible 
Creatures; of the Elements an4 all Elementar 
things, as 'tis fignif'd in Ecrleftaſticus; (a) where 
we Read, that There are Spirits Created for revenge, 
or puniſhment of Sin; and again, (b) Fire, Hail, 
Famine, and Death, all theſe things are Created for 
Man's puniſhment, the Teeth of Beaſts and Scinpions, 
and Serpents, and the revenging Sword prepar'd for the 
utter extirpation of the wicked, Thus fays the 
Preacher concerning the Miniſtery of all Crea- 
tures in the puniſhment of the wicked, which the 
Wiſe Man alſo declares when he ſays, (c) Thy 
Creatures, O Lord, ſerving thee their Creator , are in- 
censd with fury, for the torment of the unjuſt. 

4. This is fo evident by the experience of all 
Ages, that 'twill be needleſs for me to lay down 
any particular examples thereof; and therefore 1 
omir to ſpeak of the general Deluge (4) in the 
time of Noe; of the burning of Sodom and Gomorra 
(e) with Fire from Heaven; of the Plagues of 
Egypt, (f) by Frog's, Fly's, and Locuſts; and of 
inanite Innundarions, Burnings, Tempeſts, Pcſti- 
lences, Famin's, and* Earth-quakes, whereby 
whole Cities, Provinces and Countries have been 
deſtroy'd for Sin ; God uſing the Miniſtery of 
his Creatures of all ſorts, for the puniſhment 
thereof; all which I omit as needleſs, and will 
declare how differently God ufes the Miniſtery 
of Man for the puniſhment of Sin; whereof 1 


{a) Eccle. ce. 39. 32)» (Bb) Ibid zs. (c) Sap. 16. 
24, (d) Geneſ. 7,» (e) Ibid. x9, (f ) Exod, 7.8 
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will firſt ſpeak in general, and afterwards exem- 
plifte it particularly in wicked Princes. 

5. The ordinary Miniſters of God's Juſtice, 
upon evil Men, are Kings and Princes, or ſuch 
others, as puniſh Maletattors by their Authority, 
in which reſpe& the Apoſtle ſays, that the Prince. 
(4) Do's not carry his Sword in yain, or without 
cauſe: For he is the Miniſter of God to puniſh in 
wrath him that do's evil; nevertheleſs, private Men 
are ſometimes alſo the Miniſters of God's Juſtice 
upon other Men, either moy'd thereunto with 


the Zeal of God's Glory, as Phinees was, (b) who 


Kill'd the Iſraelite that committed Fornication with 
the Madianite; or elſe by meer accident, and 
chance, as it appears in Exodus; (c) where the 


Law of God ordain'd, that he who ſhou'd com- 


C 


mit wiltul Murder, ſhou'd be puniſh'd with Death, 
but he that ſhou'd by chance, or againſt his Will 
Kill a Man, whom God of his ſecret Judgments 
[hou'd give into his hands (as the Scripture gives 
us to underſtand) ſuch a one ſhou'd have Sancu- 
ary for his Refuge ; whereby we may ſce that 
God makes ſome caſually the Miniſters of his 
Juſtice, againſt their Wills ; as ſometimes alfo 
others in doing their own butineſs are unwittingly 
his Inſtruments, even whilſt they follow their own - 
affairs, not meaning to do God any S-rvice there- 
in, as I have before noted (4d) of Sennache"ib 
King of the Afhrians, whom God call'd in the 
Prophet Iſay, (e) The Rod of his Wrath, and com- 
par'd him to an Ax, or 4 Saw, which Men uſe 


(e) Rom.1nz,4., (b) Num. 25.7. (c) Exod. 1, 
(4) Tom, x. cap, 3+ itec7p, (e) Iayclo, 5s 
3 ; 
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only of Men, but alſo of Angels, and other 
Spirits, good and bad; of all living and ſenſible 
Creatures; 'of the Elements an4 all Elementary 
things, as 'tis fignif'd in Eclefraſticus; (a) where 
we Kead, that There are Spirits Created for revenge, 
or puniſhment of Sin; and again, (b) Fire, Hail, 
Famine, and Death, all theſe things are Created for 
Man's puniſhment, the Teeth of Beaſts and Scirpions, 
and Serpents, and the revenging Sword prepar d for the 
utter extirpation of the wicked, Thus fays the 
Preacher concerning the Miniſtery of all Crea- 
tures in the puniſhment of the wicked, which the 
Wiſe Man alſo declares when he ſays, (c) Thy 
Creatures, O Lord, ſerving thee their Creator , are in- 
cens'd with fury, for the torment of the unjuſt. 

4. This is fo evident by the experience of all 
Ages, that 'twill be needleſs for me to lay down 
any particular examples thereof; and therefore 1 
omir to ſpeak of the general Deluge (4) in the 
time of Noe; of the burning of Sodom and Gomorra 
(e) with Fire from Heaven; of the Plagues of 
Egypt, (f) by Frog's, Fly's, and Locuſts; and of 
inanite Innundations, Burnings, Tempeſts, Peſti- 
lences, Famin's, and* Earth-quakes, whereby 
whole Cities, Provinces and Countries have been 
deſtroy'd for Sin ; God uſing the Miniſtery of 
his Creatures of all ſorts, for' the puniſhment 
thereof; all which I omit as needleſs, and will 
declare how differently God uſes the Miniſtery 
of Man for the puniſhment of Sin; whereof [ 


(a) Eccle. ca. 39. 32» (bY Ibid 35. (c) Sap. 16. 
24 (d) Geneſ. 7 (e) Ibid. z9. (f) Exod, 7.8 
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will firſt ſpeak in general, and afterwards exem- 
plifte it particularly in wicked Princes. 

5. The ordinary Miniſters of God's Juſtice, 
upon evil Men, are Kings and Princes, or ſuch 
others, as puniſh Maleta&tors by their Authority, 
in which reſpe& the Apoſtle ſays, that the Prince. 
(4) Do's not carry his Sword in yain, or without 
cauſe: For he is the Miniſter of God to puniſh in 
wrath him that do's evil; nevertheleſs, private Men 
are ſometimes alſo the Miniſters of God's Juſtice 
upon other Men, either mov'd thereunto with 


the Zeal of God's Glory, as Phinees was, (b) who 


Kill'd the Iſraelite that committed Fornication with 
the Madianite; or elſe by meer accident, and 
chance, as it appears in Exodus; (c) where the 


Law of God ordain'd, that he who ſhou'd com- 


£ 


mit wiltul Murder, {hou'd be puniſh'd with Death, 
but he that ſhou'd by chance, or againſt his Will 
Kill a Man, whom God of his ſecrer Judgments 
ſhou'd give into his hands (as the Scripture gives 
us to underſtand) ſuch a one ſhou'd have Sanctu- 
ary for his Refuge; whereby we may ſce that 
God makes ſome caſually the Miniſters of his 
Juſtice, againſt their Wills ; as ſometimes alfo 
others in doing their own buſineſs are unwittingly 
bis Inſtruments, even whilſt they follow their own - 
affairs, not meaning to do God any S-rvice there- 
in, as I have before noted (d) of Sennache-ib 
King of the Aſfrians, whom God call'd in the 
Prophet ſay, (e) The Rod of his Wrath, and com- 
par'd him to an Ax, or 4 Saw, which Men uſe 


(e) Rom.1z,4., (b) Num. 25.7. (c) Exod. an, 


(4) Tom, « cap, 3+ iuec7, (e} Iay. lo, 5: 
M 3 or 
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for their ſervice ; becauſe he meant to puniſh the 
Jews by him, whilſt he thought nothing of it: 
And as I have alſo noted of Nabuchodonozor King 
of B.bylon, (4) who executed God's Juſtice upon 
the people of Tyrus, when he took and deſtroy'd 
their Ciry, either for revenge of ſome injury, or 
to increaſe his Dominions. 

6. Where by the way 'tis to be noted, that 
God do's not ordinarily uſe to ſtir up and move 
Princes or other Men to execute his Juſtice by 
Revelations, or manifeſt Inſpirations, or by the 
Voice of ſome Prophet ; but by ſuch a 'fecret 
operation, that it do's not appear to be his work: 
Which is figniffd by 1ſay, who Prophecying of 
the Invaſion of Jeruſalem by the King's of Aſſyria 
and Z#eypt, ſays, (b) Our Lord will whiſtle to 
the Fly in the utmoſt part of the Rivers of Agypr, 
and to the Bee of Aſlyria, giving to underſtand, 
that he wou'd ſecretly move the King's of thoſe 
Countries, to make War againſt Jeruſalem. The 
ſame may alſo be fayd of the Innundations of Bar- 
barous people, as. of the Goths, Wandals, Hunns, and 
ſuch like, which have ar divers times over-flou'd 
Chriſtendom, who were no doubt the Miniſters 
of God's Juſtice, for the puniſhmenr of Sin : In 
which reſpe&t Attila the Humn, (c) and the great 
Tamberlain (d) were call'd, the one Flagellum 
Dei, The Scourge of God, and the other 174 Dci, 
The Wrath of God, tho they had no other inten- 
tion but to ſatisfie their own Ambition. So it 
may alſo be fayd of all the Wars amongſt 


(4) Ezechiel, cap, 29. 139, (b) Iſa p.i8e (c ) Baron, 
a, 45h, (d) Paul, Diacs libs I5, | 
Princes, 
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Princes, ( a) whatſoever their Quarrels are; 
whereby they execute God's Juſtice in puniſhing 
the Sins of the people, tho they intend no ſuch 
matter, And the moſt wicked'ſt Man that is, 
when he Spoil's, Rob's, Ranſack's, and Murders 
others, is alſo the Inſtrument, and Miniſter of 
God's Juſtice; whoſe infinite Wiſdom, and Pro- 
vidence has ſo ordain'd, that whilſt wicked Men 
ſeek to fatisfie their unbridl'd Appetit's, and 
Defires, they exact the penalty ot other Men's 
Sins; 1t being moſt conſonant to equiry, and 
juſtice, that as one Sin is many times the pain, 
and puniſhment of another; ſo one Sinner 
*ſhou'd puniſh another; and that Sinners ſhou'd 
alſo execute Juſtice upon themſelves; ſometimes 
willingly, as we ſee in ſuch as wiltully make away. 
with themſelves; and ſometimes againſt their Will's, 
either Killing themſelves by chance, or over- 
throwing themſelves by their own deviſes, and 
policies; in all which God's Providence and 
uſtice ſtrangely appears : For ſeeing that Man, 
with all the parts of his Body, and powers of his 
Soul, was principally ordain'd for God's Service; 
therefore when he imploys himſelf, his parts and 
abilities in offending God, 'tis moſt juſt that 
God imploys them and himſelf allo, ro his 

uniſhment, which turn's alſo to God's Service ; 
who by that means is ſerv'd, and glorifti'd by 
his very Enemies, tho not in ſuch a manner as 
they ſhou'd, yet always in ſuch ſort, as his 
Divine Wiſdom fees it convenient. 


(a) Naucler, in Chron. «nno. 14co. 
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7. To which purpoſe I wiſh alſo, thar all 
wou'd obſerve, that tho wicked Men, are the 
Miniſters and Inſtruments of God's Juſtice upon 
Sinners, yet 'tis not either when, or where, or 
how they will; bur in ſuch time, place, manner, 
and meaſure, as it pleaſes God tro permit 'em. 
Which 1 fay the rather ; becauſe Machiavel ſeem's 
to imagine, that if John Paul Baglione ( a) Tyrant 
of Perugia had been, as he term's it, Magnanima- 
mente Scelerato ; Couragiouſly wicked; he wou'd, or 
might have Kill'd. Pope Jalius the 1. when upon 
Compolition between 'em, the ſaid Pope pur 
himſelf into bis Hands, and came to Perugia 


without any Forces, or ſufficient Guards of his 
y 


own: Wherein Machiavel ([hew's himſelf no leſs 
abſurd, than impicuſly ignorant of - the courſe, 
and power of God's Providence; and of the in- 
firmity of Man; or rather his impoſlibilicy, ro 
execute his own dcfigns farther, than God per- 
mirs him - Which it pleaſes Almighty God ro 


ſhew ſometimes moſt evidently, to the end we 


_ may acknowledge the ſame in alt other occations. 


And this may be noted not only in the Holy 


Scriptures, in the delivery of (5) Toſeph from 


his Brethren; of (c) David from Saul; of 
(d) Mardocheus from Aman; of (e) Suſanna from 
the Judges; of the (f\ three Children from 
Nabuchodonozor ; and of (g) Saint Peter from 
Herod : Burt alſo in prophane Hiſtories, as will ap- 


pear by the two or three following Examples. 


{4) Machi, in princ. (b ) Genel, z9, {c) 1 Reg, 

12 19. 200 (d) Heſt.cag. 6. @ yo (e) Daniel 1, 
(f} Ibid. ca, (£) Ati, | 
$8. The 
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8. The Emperor Anaſtaſius having diſcover'd a 
C-nſpiracy againſt his Stare and Perſon, not 
long before he Dy'd, caus'd divers of the Con- 
ſpirators to be apprehended, amongſt whom were 
wo -principal Men, call'd fufinus and fuftinian ; 
(4) and having commanded 'em with divers 
others to be Exccuted, there appear'd unto him 
in his Sleep in the Night, a terrible Old Man, 
commanding him to ſpare 'em both ; becauſe 
th:y were one Day to do God Service : Where- 
upon he pardon'd and releas'd 'em, and after his 
Death Juſtinus was his next Succeſſor in the Em- 


Ppire, choſen by the Soldiers, tho very balely 


Born, and having been a Drover, or as ſome 
Write, a-Swine-herd; and next after him ſucceed- 
ed Tuſtinian: (b.) So that 'twas evident, firſt by 
the Apparition, and afterwards by the effe&, thar 
God deliver'd 'em from the Hands of Anaſtaſius; 
becauſe he had defign'd ?em tro be Emperors. 
9. The like -may be fayd of Michael Balbus, 


Emperor. of Conſtantinople, who moſt firangely 


eſcap'd the Hands of the Emperor Luo Armenus, 
and Succeeded him in the Empire. The Story is 
thus, Michacl Balbus being of great Authority in 


the time of Leo, Confpir'd againſt him, and the 


Conſpiracy being deredted, he was taken, ex- 
amin'd, convicted, and condemn'd to be Burnt; 
the Fire was made, he led ro his Execution, and 
Leo himſelf follow'd ro ſee it perform'd; either 
becauſe he truſted not his - Officers, or to ſatisfhe 
his revengeful mind, with the fight of the miſcr- 


(4) Zonat. Anal, To. x (6) Ibicem, 


able 
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able end and torment of his Enemy. (4a) But 
it ſo fell out, that this being done upon Chriſtmas 
Eve, the Empreſs his Wife came to him, as he 
was going, and chid him bitterly for having no 
more reſpect to the Solemnity of the Feaſt ; de- 
. firing of him only ro ſuſpend the Execution 
for one Day, until the Day atter the Feaſt ; which 
at length he granted, yer ſo much againſt his Wll, 
that he fayd unto her, he fear'd that ſhe, and 
her Children wou'd repent it; his own Heart 
foretelling him, as-it ſeem'd, the danger that 
hung over him; and the rather, becauſe he had 
been long before advertis'd, either by ſome Pro- 
phetick , or Magical Prediction , that he ſhou'd 
be Kill'd upon a Chriſtmas Day. And therefore to 
make himſelf ſure of Michael Balbus, whom he 
moſt fear'd, he wou'd not commir him to any 
' Priſon, but deliver'd him ro one Papias, whom 
he moſt of all truſted ; and caus'd him to be 
ferter'd with certain huge Bolts of Iron, lock'd 
with a Key which he kept himſelf, and for greater. 
ſecurity he went himſelf in perſon the fame Night 
to Vitit the Houſe of Papias where Michael was 
Lodg'd. 

10. But ſee here the diſpoſition of God's Pro- 
vidence, for the delivery of Michael, and the 
puniſhment of Leo; this Papias was one of Michaels 
Confederates in his Conſpiracy, and therefore 
having now both of 'em this opportunity to Con- 
fuſt together, they refolv'd to procure the Em- 
perors Death without any farther delay ; and to that 


(a) Zonar. An, To, 3, in Michael Balbo, 


purpole 
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purpoſe, ſent preſently tro the other Conſpi- 


rators, who were not yet diſcoverd, and. 
threaten'd to diſcover 'em, if they wou'd not at- 
tempt to Kill the Emperor out of hand; repre- 
ſenting unto 'em the facility to do it the next 
Morning before Day, when he ſhou'd be in the 
Church at Matins, which they allow'd and exe- 
cured; and Michael was the very ſame Day, Pro- 
claim'd and Crown'd Emperor, in the ſame Church 


where Leo was Kill'd. 


11, But now the Machiavellians may fay, that 
the Emperor play'd the Fool, in ſparing him ar 
his Wives requeſt; I grant this to be true, yet 
ſuch a Fool wou'd Machiavel himſelf, or any Man 
elle have been, if he had attempted to do any 
thing contrary to the Will of God, as Leo did 
in this caſe: Which I affirm, not only becauſe 
the ſtrange effets ſhew'd ir, bur alſo becauſe ir 
otherwiſe ſuthciently appears, that God had de- 
termin'd that Michael Balbus ſhou'd be Emperor. 
For many Years before, when Leo and he were 
both of 'em private Men, and Servants to the 
Duke, or Great Captain Bardanes, (a) it 
chancd that their Lord and Maſter aſpiring to 
the Empire, went to a Holy Man, who was 
efteem'd to have the Spirit of Prophecy; and ask'd 


him whether he ſhou'd not in time be Emperor; 


the Holy Man told him, that if he attempred ir, 

he ſhou'd looſe both his labor and his Eyes 
and afterwards: ſeeing Leo, and. Michael Balbus 
bring him his Horſe at his departure, he took 
him afide, and told him, that God wou'd not 


(a) Zonar, Ann, To, 3.in Leo Armenio: 
S'VE 
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give him the Empire, but that thoſe two, who 
brought him his Horſe, ſhou'd be Emperors, the 
one after the other. 
12. Bardanes contemning his Prediction, at- 
 tempred to make himſelf Emperor, and failing 
of his purpoſe, had his Eyes put our, and was 
ſpoil'd of all he had ; and ſome Years after, 
(4) Leo being advanc'd to the Service of the 
Emperor Michael Rangate , and General under him, 
oft great part of his Army againſt the Thracians, 
found means to make the Emperor ſo hateful, 
and himſelf fo: grateful tro the Soldiers, that he 
eaſily made himſclt Emperor with the help of 
Michael Balbus, who was a Colonel art the fame 
time under him, and in great credit with the 
Soldiers : So that there wanted no more for the 
accompliſhment of the Prophecy, but that Michael 
Balbus ſhou'd Succeed Leo, which he alſo did, as 
I have declard. 

12. Wherefore in this Example, divers wonder- 
ful things may be obſerv'd, beſides that which 1 
principally intended, The firſt is, the infirmity 
of Man's Wir, who when he thinks many times 
to take the ſureſt way, do's ſooneſt overthrow 
himſelf, as Leo did, in making choice of Papias 


to be. the Jailer of Michael Balbus, whereby he | 


fav'd Michael's Life, and loſt his own. 

14. The ſecond is, the great Juſtice of God 
in the puniſhment of the Tyranny of Leo, who 
having unjuſtly and Tyrannically got and Govern'd 
the Empire, loſt it again with his Life, by the 
like means. 


(4) Zcnare lbid, 


: 15, The 
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15. The third is the courſe of God's Provi- 


dence in the execution of his Juſt Judgments, 
turning the endeavours of wicked Men to his 
own Service and Glory, and to their puniſh- 
ment.; ſerving himſelf not only of their beſt 
Friends, as he did here of the Empreſs, for the 
overthrow of her Husband, tho againſt her Will, 
but alſo of themſelves, and of their own Wits, 
and Policies, Wherein God's Juſtice greatly 
appears ; for as the Plalmiſt ſays, (4a) Our Lord 
ſhall be known by executing his Tudgments, and then 
declaring how and wherein, he adds; The Sinner 
is overtaken in the works of his own Hands ; giving 
us to underſtand, that the Juſtice of God appears 
in nothing more, than in that he over-reaches 
wicked Men in their own works, and inventions ; 
tripping 'em up, and over-turning 'em in their own 
play, as | have divers times before noted. (b) 
16. Whereupon follows alſo the fourth confi- 

deration, how vainly Men ſtrive againſt the- Will 
of God; which when they ſeek to hinder, they - 
help many times to effect, as Leo did; for where- 
as God had determin'd to. give the Empire to 
Machael Balbus, Leo in laboring to prevent it by 
the Death of Michael, not only farther'd it, bur 


alſo wrought his own deſtruction, of which ob- 


ſervation 1- ſhall have occaſion to treat more in 
the next Chapter. "Hp 

17. The fifth and laſt conſideration ſhall be, 
(c) that which I principally intended to ſhew by 


(a) Pal. 9. 17. (bY) Tom. re. C99p, 3+ 11, i 

& © tz, @ Tom, chip, 3-nu, $*.6,@c (c) Tome 
Jo chap. 3, Ne 5: 9s LO, Ike (Oo 
| this 
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this example, that ns Man has ſuch abſolute power 
over any other Man, as to execute his deſigns 
and will upon him. at his own pleaſure, but only 
when God gives him leave as it appears in Leo, 
for who cou'd be more in another Man's power, 
and leſs in his own, than Michael Balbus when he 
was in the Hands of Leo? Being condemn'd to be 
Burnt, going to the Fire, and Leo following him 
ro ſee the Execution, repleniſh'd with anger and 
hatr:d againſt him, inexorable, and reſolv'd to 
be reveng'd; when nevertheleſs God ſo diſpos'd, 
that a few brawling words of his own Wite, 
wreſted from him ſo much reſpite for the Priſoner, 
as {ufficd ro fave his Life, and gain: him the 
Empire : And thus it always falls out by one means 
or other, when God will fruſtrate the deſigns of 
, wicked Men, or puniſh 'em. 

18. And tho theſe Examples might ſuffice for 
this matter , yet I cannot omit another no les 
wonderful in our own Country ; which is that, of the 
delivery of Henry Earl of Richmond, who was after- 
wards King of England, from the Hands of King 
Edward the IV. and of Richard the Tyrant; for 
whereas King Eward, after the Death of King 
Henry the VI. and his Son, had no fear of any, 
but of Henry Earl of Richmond, who then livd a 
Baniſh'd Life, in the Court of Francis Duke of 
Brittany, (4) he ſent Embaſſadors ro the Duke, 
pretending to defire a Marriage betwixt his Eldeſt 
Daughter, and Henry the Earl; and for that pur- 
poſe requeſted to have him ſent over unto him, 
which the Embaſladors obtain'd, by corruptio, 

(4) Polidor, hiit. Ang'ic. li, 24. | 
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of the Dukes Counſellors, and convey'd him-to 
the Sea fide to Saint Malo's, where he was to be 
Shipp'd preſently for England, being Sick both 
our of Sorrow and Fear; but in the mean time 
a Noble-man of Brittany, and a great Friend of 
his, being abſent from the Dukes Court, and 
hearing what had paſs'd concerning him, preſent- 
ly repair'd to the Duke, and repreſented 'to him 
the fraud of King Edward, in his pretence of the 
Marriage, and conſequently the Earl's danger, if 
he ſuffer'd him to be tranſported into England; 
whereupon the Duke ſent one of his Council in 
all haſte, to overtake the Embaſſadors of King 
Edward, and to find ſome good pretence to hin- 
der the Earl's paſſage, which he did, entertain- 
ing 'em with ſome plauſible Afﬀairs, whilſt the 
Earl tock Sanctuary in a Church, claiming the 
priviledge of the Holy Place, which the Duke 
wou'd not ſuffer ro be violated, and fo the Em- 
baſſadors return'd without the Earl, and he 
elcap'd the Hands of King Edward. And again 
afrerwards, in the time of King Richard the Ty- 
rant, Brother, and Succeſſor to Edward the IV. 
(4) the Ear! being allo in Brittany was in no 
ſmall danger, by the Tyrants endeavours, with a 
Counſellor of the Dukes, who wholly Govern'd 
him, of whom the Tyrant obtain'd by Mony , 
thar the Earl ſhou'd be preſently taken, and 
either ſent over. into England, or at leaſt Kept 


\ Priſoner there ; which defign was diſcoverd to 
the Earl,-before it cou'd be executed, whereby, 
he had time to fave himſelf by Flight; and with- 


(4) Polidor, hit, Anglice lis 256 


in 
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in a while after procuring ſome ſmall aſſiſtance of 
Charles King of France, and paſling over into 
England, became the Miniſter of God's Juſtice 
upon the Tyrant, whom he Slew at Boſworth 
Field, (4) and Succeeded him 1n the Kingdom ; 
which was Prophecy'd many Years before by the 
Holy King Henry the VI. who ſeeing him when 
he was but Ten Years of Age, ſayd to ſome of 
his Nobility, that this ſhou'd be the Man, who 
ſhou'd decide, and end the Quarrel, betwixt the 
Houſes of Tork and. Lancaſter, and become King 
of England. 

19. By all this it appears, that tho wicked 
Men may infinitely extend their Malicious Wills, 
and defires ro all miſchief, yet they have no 
power or poſlibility, farther ro execate any thing 
thereof, than God gives 'em leave for, thereby 
ro accompliſh of his Will ; ' in which reſpect the 
moſt wicked Man in the World, be he never to 
powerful, is but like a fierce Maſtiff-dog ty'd in 
a Chain; for tho he Bark's at every Stranger, 
and has a Will to Bire him, yet he can come no 
nearer him, than the Chain permits him; and 


therefore the Malice, not only of wicked Men, 


bur alſo of the Devil himſelf, may be compar'd 
to the Bloody Thirſt of the Horſe-leech, or 
Blood-ſucker, with which skilful Phyſicians are 
wont to draw Blood at ſuch time, and in ſuch 
quantity, as he thinks convenient, - for the 
Cure of his Patient; ſo do's Almighty God by 
his Omnipotent Wiſdom, uſe the Malice of 
the Devil, and wicked Men, ſo far forth as he 
( 4) Polidor, bift, Anglic, li. 24. 
— . ſees 
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ſees it neceſſary, for the execution of his ſecrer 
Judgments, either in the exerciſe and trial of his 
Servants, for their greater Merit; or in the puniſh- 
ment of -Sinners, for his own greater Glory, 
20, For otherwiſe if the Devil, and his In- 
ſtruments might do what they wou'd, they wou'd 
quickly deſtroy all the good ,Men in the World; 
and this is' the true cauſe, why the bad deſigns of 
wicked Men do ſome<times take cffe&t, and are 
ſomerimes fruſtrated, and turn many times not 
only ro''their own deſtruction, as it appears by 
many examples before alledg'd in this Diſcourſe, 


(4) 'bur'alſlo to the greater benefit of thoſe 


whom they ſeek to deſtroy; as I have before 


-declar'd,, (b) by the Example of one (c) who 
thinking ro Kill another with his Sword, Lanc'd 


an inward Impoſtume in his Body, which other- 
wiſe cou'd have - had no Cure. The like I alſo 


noted of Joſephs Brethren, (d) who Selling him 


for a Slave, procur'd his Advancement ; where- 
unto I may add Andronicus Comenus (e) the Em- 


peror, who nreaning. to Kill 1ſacus Angelus for 


| | the aſſurance of his Empire, caus'd his Election to 


the Imperial Dignity, which he never expected. 
'Fhe Story is very much to this purpoſe, which 1 


have related art large in the precedent Chapter. (f) 


[Therefore I ' conclude, that neither Machiavels 
Prince, be he never ſo couragiouſly wicked, can 


111: (aJ) Tom x. chaps x. 4 5. 19, & Tom. 2. hip. 36 
MH. 5o Go 7» Tom. 2. chap. 7. N:m I; {b} Tom. ce. 
hap. 24. nrm. x8. (c) Plutar. Ut, ge Y tilitate copterds 
« inimicis. (d) Genel, 47. 4t. (e) Nueas his, 
de Andrcns Com, lib. z, * if ) Chap, 6. num 19,43. 


Pp urt 


- 


134 of Treatiſe of Chap. 5, 
put! in execution. his deſigns for the benefit of his 


- State, neither can -private. Men execute their 
Malice againft Princes, farther than God particy- 
mY permits, as I have already prov'd. (a) 

. This was well confider'd, -as it ſeems, by} 
pbilip the II. King of Spain, who being 2dvis' 
.by ſome about him, upon occaſion of the Mur- 
.der-of the King of France, to go betrer guarded 
than commonly he did, anſwer'd. excellently well; 
-Bien guardado efia, 4 quien Dios gnarda, -He is vol 
guarded whem God Protects; giving us:to underſtand 
that liow powerful -ſoever . any Prince; is in his 
"Guards, and. Armies, yet. his chief ſecurity CONs 
fiſts in 'God' Protection. - 

- 22, Bur to proceed, <6 Almighty God dit 
'ferently f{erves himſelf, as well of Mcn, as of al 
ether Creatures, for'the Chaſtiſement af all tons 
,of Sins, yet he uſes greater ſeverity in the-puniſh- 
.ment of Tyrants, 'and wicked Princes, than of 
any other, for three reaſons, The firſt is, | be- 


cattle "fe, offences are. far greater than - thoſe off * 


other 'Mens;, both becauſe they commonly cor 
cern weighty and publick matters ; as -alſo be- 
cauſe they. corrupt many- by their bad: Example; 
as I have elſewhere ſfignifiid., (b) The ſecond 
reaſon is; becauſe they are more -upgrateful 4 
God. than other Men, fince they , receive : greate! 
[Temporal benefits at: his Hands than others; 
and therefore are bound to ſerve him with greate! 
Love, Care iand Duty than others are; [The thin 
reaſon is, 'becauſe they 'being 'above- Their own 


(a) _ Tom. a. chap. 6. Nutt, 19, 20, Co 
(3) Tom. t« chap. 34 81m, 22. | 


Lays, 
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Laws, and not ſubje&t to the penalties thereof, 
their faults do properly belong to the Tribunial 


of Almighty God, whoſe Lieurenants and Mini- 
ſters they are, and to whom they are therefore 


to yield a {trict, and exaCt account of their Mi- 


niftery, 

23. This is expreſly caught in th Book of 
Wiſdom, where Almighty God ſays thus to 
Kings and Princes. (4) Hearken O Kings, and -under- 
fand, leam you who are Judges of the bounds of the 
Earth, by reaſon of that Power which is giv'n unto you. 
from above, and Strength from the higheſt, who will 
Examin your Works, and Search your Thoughts; and 
becauſe when you were Miniſters in his Kingdom, you 


- did not fudge rightly, nor keep the Law of fuſtice, 


nor walk in the way of God, he will quickly appear 
bow ou with Terror, for moſt rigorous judg- 
ment is done unto them that Govern; with the Poor 
and Mean Man Mercy is usd, but Mighty Men 
Jhall mightily ſuffer torments. Thus fays the Wiſe 


| Man, which Job confirms faying. (b) That God 


Jooſens the Girdle of Kings, and Girds their Reins with 
a Rope. He pours down contempt upon Princes, and makes 
'em- flagger like Drunken Men. And therefore the 
Royal Prophet fays, that Almighty God is Terrible 
to the Kings of the Earth: Which may appear by 
the ſtrange, and exemplar puniſhment which God 
has lay'd upon wicked Princes at different times, 
without the help of Man, - in fo evident a manner, 
thar ir cou'd not be deny'd bur that it proceeded 
exprefly from his Hand : Whereot we have many 


| (a) Sap, 6, 3» Wc. (b) Iob, 12,18 2?fe 
Fo N 
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135 A Treatiſe of _ Chap. 7. 


Examples, nor only in the Holy Scriptures, 
(4) bur allo in Prophane Hiſtortes. (b) 

24. Pharao was Drown'd in the Red Sea pur- 
ſuing M-yſes and the Children of Iſrael. Nabachs- 
donozor was caſt down from his Princely Throne, 
and made a Companion to Beaſts. (c) Ozias 
and Joram were ſ{trucken by Almighty God; the 
firſt with a filthy Leprofie, and the latter with an 
incurable Flux in his Belly ; whereby by little 
and little, he voided his Bowels, and LU y'd as 
the Scripture ſays, of a moſt filthy Diſeaſe : Alfo 
the wicked Jezabel (d) was Eaten with Dog's: 
(e,) Antiochus the Tyrant rotrcd alive, in fuch a 
manner, thar Worm's abundantly ifla'd out of 
his Body, and neither he nor any Man elſe cou'd 
in-dure the ſtench that came from it. (f) Herod, 
who Kill'd Saint Tames, and Perſecuted' the reſt 
of the Apoſtles, was ſtrucken by an Angel, and 
devour d by Worm's whilſt he liv'd. 

25. Andrto come to Jater Hiſtories, (g) Hun- 
nericus King of the Mandals in Africk, and an 
Arian Heretick, was allo conſum'd with Worm's, 
wherewirh his Body became to Rotten, that when 
he Dy'd it fell in pieces, and cou'd not be Bury'd 
whole; (h) Mempricius King of Brittany, being 


moſt Vicious, and Tyrannical withal, was worry'd 


by Wolves; (zi) Popiclus King of Polony, and his. 


(4) Exod, 14. Dan. ca. 4. (6) Paralip. ca.16, 
& ur (c) 4 Reg. ca. 9. * 2 Mach. ca. 9 AQ. ue 
( d ) Ifidor, (e) Vitor. Yticen, de perſecut, V and: 
(f) Carton Chron, par ». an. Muni 41:2, Polidor, lt, 
I. (gg) Hit, prodigiof. (h) 1. p, Ce. 3. Zonare 
.Aunal. To. z, (i) Bon'facius ep. ad Eth:lbald, apud 


Barung att. 7456 - 
+3 Wite 


nd So 2c amp R890” a, wad © _ 


ey Ba = & www Ks — wtwmwu om, Mw — Xp we oc @ #*= 


Part. 2. Policy and Religion. . 187 


Wife were Kill'd with Rat's and Mice, which 
ilu'd our of the Tomb's, of his Children and 


 Nephew's, whom he had caus'd ro be Murder'd. 


The Heretical and Cruel Emperor Anaſtaſius be- 
ing admoniſh'd in a Dream, thar fourteen Years 
of his Life ſhou'd be cur off for his Herefie, 
was Kill'd with a Thunder-bolt. Celred one of 
the Saxn Kings of England before the Conqueſt, 
was for his wicked Life Pofſcſt, and Kill'd by 


the Devil, as he was Banqueting with his 


Nobilicy. 

26. (a) Gunderick an Arian King of the Man- 
dals, Dy'd allo Poſſeſt, and miſerably vex'd by 
the Devil; (b) Leo the IV. Emperor, having 
Sacrilegiouſly taken a Golden Crown from the 
Church, and Altar of Saint Sophia in Conſt.mtin- 
ople, out of Covetouſneſs of a Precious Stone 
wherewith it was adorn'd, and -having worn it on 
his Head in a Triumphant manner throu” the 
City, was ſtrucken by Almighty God with an 
Impoſtume in his Head, calld a Carbuncle, and + 
was ſo tormented therewith that he Dy'd. (c) 
Boleſlaus King of Poloma, who Kill'd the Holy 
Biſhop Staniſlaus with his own Hand, was caſt 
out of his Kingdom by his own Subjes, after- 
wards falling Mad, ran up and down the Woods, 
and was found in the end, almoſt Eaten up by 
Dog's (d) Drahomira Wite to Vratiſlaus Duke of 


(a) Fiftor Vrticen, de perſec, Y and, Paul Diac. lt, 
'%F"-> (bY) Zonar, Annal, To. 3; (c). Egnatins, in 
Epit, Baron aun. ro79. ex Longino, Dubravins. _ 
(d) Hiſtor, Bohemia. li. 8. 
N 3 Bohemia 
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Bohemia procur'd the Death firſt of the Holy 
W oman Ledimilla her Mother-in-law. and afterwards 
of many Prieſts; And as ſhe paſs d in her Coach 


over the place where the Prieſts were Marderd, 


the Earth open'd and fivallow'd her up; for 
which reaſon the place is held as accurs'd, and 
fhunn'd by all ſuch as paſs that way to Praga, 
as Dubravius reports, (4) in his Hiſtory of 
Bohemia. Finally, Petrus Cluniacenſis, a moſt grave 
 Auchor, affirms, that a Count of Maſcen in Bur 
gundy, having committed many Sacriledges, and 
being one Day at his own Palace in Maſcon, (6) 
accompany'd with many Noble-men', and Sol- 
diers, was forc& by a Stranger , who CANE to 
him on Horſe-back, to. get upon a led Horle, 
which he bad there ready for him, and fo was 
carry'd away in the Air, in the Sight of all the 
City, and was never ſeen, nor heard of afterwards, 

27. To theſe, many more examples may be 
added of Emperors , Kings. and Princes, which 
for their wickedneſs were notorioufly puniſh'd 
by the Hand: of God, without the means or 
help of Mcn; who nevertheleſs, are the ordinary 
Inſtruments of God's Juſtice, tho many times 
they. are principally moyv'd: thereunto, either by 


hatred, fear, ambition, or by. ſome other paſſion, | 


wheteof Almighty God: ſerves himſelf, tor the 
execution of his. fecret Judgments; as. | have al- 
ready ſhew'd in the puniſhment of Sinners in 
eneral, and will now ſhew alſo particularly in 
In wicked Kings and Princes. 
(ay Ibidem. (b) Perrus Cluniacen, lib, 2, mirac 
Cds Io | : | | | 
ES 28. Scnnancherib 
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28. Sennaucherib, King of Aſhrie, making War 
upon the Jews, and moſt contemptuouſly Blaf 
pheming the Holy Name of God, was Conry 
demn'd by the Divine Juſtice to be KilF'd at 
his return to Ninive: (4) He hall return, lays 
God, into his awn Country, and 1 will deſtroy him 
there by the Sword; neyertheleſs this Sentence af 
Almighty God was executed by Sennacheril's 
Children, who Kill d him in Nynive, as he was 
Sacrifticing in the Temple of his God Nef-ac. 
Alſo Baltazar King of Babylay (b) receiv'd Sen- 
tence of Death, and of the Tranſlation of his 
Kingdom by the Mouth of Danie] the Prophet; 
becauſe he prophan'd the Holy Veſſels of leauſa- 
lem, and for his other Impieties: For the execu- 
tion of which Sentence, God us'd the Ambitzon 
of. Cyrus and Darius, who Beſteging- Babylon, took 
it, and Kill'd Baltazgr. The like allo evident- 
ly appears in Scripture, 11 Nadab, Helaw, (c) 
and many other Schiſmarical King's of 1ſzael; 
upon whom God executed his Juſt Judgments 
by the means of moſt wicked Men, who Kill'd 
'em out of an Ambitious defire they had of ther 
Kingdom's. | / 

29. I thought good to alledge theſe Examples 
out of. the Holy Scriptures, wherein ir has pleas'd 


| God to diſcover the courſe of his Providence in 


the execution of his ſecret Judgments upon thele 


King's, to the end we may alſo obſerve the fame 


In like occaſions, .and acknowledge his Juſtice 
in the miſerable end of wicked Princes; by what 


(a) = * Reg. £4. .9. Lofephus Antiquit: lib, 204 
(b) Daniel ca. $, {c) I Reg. 250 IG, _ 
4th 4 means 
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means ſoever the ſame happens unto them, to, 
which purpoſe I will alſo alledge an example, 
or two, out of later Hiſtories, 

20. Mauritius the Emperor, (a) who was Slain 
by Phocas, Dream'd a little before, that an Image 
of chriſt, which was over the Brazen Gate of 
his Palace, calld him and charg'd him with his 
Sins; and in the end demanded of him, whether 
he wou'd receive the puniſhment thereof in this 
Life, or in the next: And when he Anſwer in 
this, the Image commanded that he ſhou'd bs 
giv'n with his Wife and Children into the Hand; 
of Phocas. Whereupon Mauritius awaking in 
great fear, ſent for Philippicus his Son-in-:aw, 
and ask'd bias! whether he Knew any Soldier in 
the Army call 4 Phocas, who Anſwer'd, that there 
was a Commiſlary G6 call'd-; a ould: Man, 
Temerarious, but Timorous "and Cowardly; f 
he be a Coward ſays Mauritius, - he is Cruel and 
Bloody. And within a while after, it ſo fell out, 
that Mauritius grew to be fo hateful to his Sol- 
dicrs for his Covetouſneſs, and their bad Pay- 
ments, that they were eaſily corrupted by Phocas, 
and Ldac'd to Proclaim him Emperor; by whom 
Mauritius was taken as he fled with his Wife and 
Five Children, who were Kill'd firſt, and ht 
himſelf afterwards; who conſidering bis” own de- 
ſerrs, - and the Juſti ce: of God, ' often repeated 
theſe words: (b) Iuſtus es Domine, & rectum ju 
dicium tuum ; Thou art jut ©. Lord, and' thy judg- 


(a) Zonaras iadt To. 3: in ariniio Paul, dias 
ti, 16..in fine. Blondus. Dece li. 8, 'Sabellic, enneade 8 li, $ 
an 603. (b) Plalm, 113, | 


ment 
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ment is right. * Wherein we may note, how the 
hatred of the Soldiers, and the Ambition of 
Phocas were the means, whereby God did execute 
his Juſtice upon Mauritius. 

31. The like may be alſo obſcrv'd in the Con- 
queſt of Naples, by Charles the VIII. King of 
France, whereof I before related the Story at large 2 
(4) Where I made it evident, that it proceeded 
from God's Juſt Judgment, for the puniſhment 
of the King's thereot; which appear'd nor only 
by the ſtrangeneſs of the ſucceſs, almoſt incre- 
dible for the ſpeedy Conqueſt, and the ſmall, or 
rather no reſiſtance on the behalf of the King's 
and their Subjedts; but alſo by the tormented 
Conſcience of King Alphonſus; ſo terrif'd with 
the remembrance, and repreſentation of his for- 
mer Tyranny, that all things ſeem'd to him to 
denounce God's Juſt Judgment againſt him, and 
to cry, France, France: Beſides the teſtimony of 
the Soul of King Ferdinand his Father, newly 
deceas'd, who appearing to a Phylician, fignifi'd 
unto him, (b) that God had decreed to deprive 
King Alphonſus and his Son of his Kingdom, for 
both their Sins; which nevertheleſs was execured 
upon 'em by the ordinary means, whereby moſt 


States are overthrown , either by the Ambition 


of ſome, or the' hatred of others. 

32. So that we ſee how Almighty God, who 
as I have fully declar'd before, diſpoſes all things 
ſweetly, and wou'd not ſuffer any evil in the 
World, but to the end to draw good from it; 


{a) Tom. x. ch. 22. Philip, Comr. Chron, du Roy 
Charles g, ch.17* (6) Guicciardin lib, ro 
| as 
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as by the Malice of the Devil, and the moſt 
exccrable Sin of Judas, he wrought the Redemption 
of Man; we ſee I ſay, how for the execution of 
his Holy Will, and Juſtice upon wicked Princes, 
he ſerves himſelf as well of the bad Wills, and 
Deſires of wicked Men, as of all other cauſes, 
and efte&ts whatſoever; be they Natural, Moral, 
or Accidental : Whereby it appears, that the mi- 
ferable end of Tyrants, whereof the World ' has 
had many experiences, 1s principally to be attri- 
bured to the Juſtice. of God, as to the firſt, 
and principal cauſe thereof; tho the fecondary, 
and inferior cauſes are, or may be as many and 
different, as there are many and different Paſſions 
or Aﬀections in Men, and other Creatures in the 
World; the Miniſtery and Service whereof their 
Omnipotent Creator uſes, as it pleaſes him for 

the execution of his Divine Will. 
 33- Wherefore it may greatly be wonder'd at, 
how Machiavel, who wou'd ſeem to be Wiſer than 
all other Men, and is held by his followers for 
the Arch-Statiſt of the World, either did nor ſee 
the common experience, which the World has 
ever oblery'd. of God's puniſhment of wicked 
Princes for Sin; or if he ſaw it, how he cou'd 
' Imagine. that the extremity of wickedneſs, or 
any ſinful Policy can ſecure a Princes State : 
Wherein he or his followers might be the more 
excus'd, if this experience I ſpeak of, were only 
to be obſerv'd in the Hiſtories of our Scriptures, 
or Eccleſiaſtical and Chriſtian Writers, and were 
not allo moſt manifeſt in prophane Authors, and 
Pagan Hiſtorians; all which inculcate nothing 
more 
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more, than the ſevericy of God's Fudgmems npor 
wicked Men, and eſpecially upon wicked Princes 
and FT yrants. 

34. It any Man wou'd but Read the Hiſtories 
of Herodotus, Thucydides, Dionyfius, Valerius Maximms, 
Plutarch, Dion, Livy, Iuſftin, or of any other An» 
cient Hiſtorians of the Gentils; he wou'd fee 
nothing more frequent, and ordinary in 'eav, 
than the curious obſeryation of the miſerable end 
of wicked Tyrants; and. the Judgmemthey make 
thereof, referring the fame ro the Juſtice of 
God. | 

35- To this purpoſe I will take notice of ſome, 
which one of the above nam'd Hiſtorians recoums, 
Emean Iuſtin (the abridger of the General Hiſtory 
of Trogus Pompeius) in whom we may Read the vio- 
lent, or unfortunate Deaths of theſe following Ty- 
rants: (4) Aſtiages King of the Medians; (b) Cam- 
byſts, (c) Oropaſtes and (d) Ochus Kings of Perſie; 
(e) Hippias, and (f) Forty other Tyrants of 
Athens; (g) Philip, and (h) Alexander, the Great 
his Son, and (7) Oiſympias Mother to Alexander; (k ) 
Antipater the Son of Caſſunder; (L) Lyſimachus, 
(m) Ptolemy and (n) Perſeus, all Kings of Mace- 
don, (0) Clearchus Tyrant of Heracleaz; (p) Ma- 
cheus, and (q) Hanno of Carthage; (r) Dionyſus, 
and (ſ) Agathocles Tyrant: of Sicily; (r) Nabis 


(a) Iuftin.li,r, (b) Idem. lbidm. (c) Ibidem, 
(dy /demt lis 10. fe) Idem li, x.» (f) Idem li, g. 
(£2) lib. 5. (hb) lth, t2. ( 'D] lib, I4e (&) lib. 15. 
(l) lib, 19. (m} lib, x4, (#) lib.zz- 3. (0) lib. 
16. (p)lib.r$. (q) lib.zt.x, fr) lib,20, (|) lib, 
22,0" 2 (@) libs 3h | 
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a Tyrant of Greece; (a) Ariflotimus Tyrant of 
Epyrus; two King's call'd (b) Seleucus; (c) Antio- 
chus, (d) Demetrius, (e) Alexander, (f ) and Tri- 
pho all Kings of Syria; (g) Atralus a King in 4ſ1a; 
(h) Laodice Queen of Cappadocia; (i) Cleopatra 
Wife of Prolemy King of #gypt; (k ) Mithridates 
Son to Arabanus, and (1) Orodes King of Parthia; 
and laſtly (-z) Amulius Uncle. ro Romulus, and 
Remus, who was Kill'd by them. 

26. Theſe and divers others, whom T1 omit 
> for brevities ſake, are noted by Tuſtin, to have 
either got their Eſtates or govern'd 'em Tyranni- 
cally, by Perjury, Murders and Cruelty ; and to 
have periſh'd miſerably; and in divers of 'em, he 
ſeriouſly obſerves the Juſt Judgment of God : Of 
Cambyſes King of Perſia, who Kill'd his own Bro- 
ther, and ſpoil'd the Temple of Iupiter Hammon, 
he ſays, Thus he Dyd, being grievouſly wounded 
in the Thich with his own Sword, which fell of it 
ſelf” out of his Scabbard, and inflited the punijhment, 
as well of his Murder, as of his Sacrilege. (n) Ot 
Hippias Tyrant of Athens, he ſays, In that Battle 
Hippias the Tyrant, was Slain, the Author and mover 
of that VVar , the Gods taking revenge upon him: 
(o) Of Prolemy King of Egypt, he fays, 'The 
wickedneſs of Ptolemy was not long unpuniſh'd , 
for being ſpoil'd of his Kingdom by the Gaul's, 
and afterwards taken, he loſt his Life by the Sword 


(a) lib. 26, (b) lb. 29»@' 39. (c) lib, 27, 
 (d) lib. ys, (e) Ibidm, (f) lib.36. (g) 1b 37, 
(h) Ibidem. (i) bb. 9. (&) !i5.4z. (1) Ibidem, 
(m). lib. 4z. Inftin lib, x, . (n) Idemliv.2, (0) Idem 
lib, 246 

as 
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as he deſery'd, the Gods thus puniſhing ſo many of his 
Perjuries, and Bloody. Murders. | 
27. Of geleucus King of Syria, who Killd: both 
his Brother, and his Mother-in-law, he ſays, 
(4) Seleucus having prepard a great Navy to make 
VVar upon the Cities which Rebell'd againft him, 
loft the ſame by a Tempeſt , whereb? the Gods puniſh'd 
his Murder; and a little after, ſpeaking of him, 
and his Brother Antiochus King of A4fia, who 
being Baniſh'd out of his Kingdom was Mur=- 
der'd by Thieves, he ſays, (b) Seleucus being at 
the ſame time alſo drivn out of his Kingdom , - fell 
head-long from his Horſe, and ſo Dyd; ſo that the 
two Brothers being Banijh'd with the like misfortune, 
after the loſs of their Kingdoms, receiv d the juſt 
puniſhment of their wickedneſs, He obſerves allo 
the like Juſtice, and puniſhment of God in the 
overthrow of the Meſſenians.. for the Murder of 
Philopemen : (c) And in the unfortunate ends, of 
Macheus the Carthaginian ; Alcxinder' King of Syria; 
all the Progeny of Caſſunder King of Macedon ; the 
Children of Ptolemy ; Evergetes King of Z#gypt 
Brennus Captain of the Garles with all his Sacrile- 
eious Army; and of Milo of Epirus, (4) who was 
one of thole that Kill'd Laodomia; of whoſe Mur- 
der, and God's Judgment upon the Murderers, 
he fays thus; (e) Which horrible fa# the Im- 
mortal Gods did puniſh with the deſtruftion of almoſt 
| all the people, who were very near quite canſum'd 
with Dearth and Famine; "as well by Civil, as For- 


(a) Idem, lib. xy. (b) Idem lib. 15, (c} lib, 

32. lib, I3s & 328. js bb, 39s (d) liks ye {*) Iders 
lib 28, 5; 15-19 
| Taigh 
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aaion VWar; and Milo who was the principal Ator 
in the Murder of Laodomia, filling Mad, and tear- 
Sg out his own Bowels with his Teeth, Dyd with- 
Sn twelve Days after her. 
28. This I have thought good to note. out of 
the ſhort Hiſtory of I«ſtin, ro give to the Reader 
ſome taft of the Judgment of Pagan Hiſtorians, 
concerning the Juſtice of God, in puniſhing the 
Tyranny and wickedneſs of Princes; which as I 
fayd before, is fo ſriouſly and Religiouſly ob- 
ſery'd, by all the beft Writers in all Ages and 
Times, as well Greeks, as Latins, Pagans, as well 
as Chriſtians, that no Man who has Read 'em 
can be ignorant, what the Opinion, Judgment, 
and Experience of the World, has always been 
concerning the {ame ; and therefore it may very well 
be fayd, that Machiavel was. either wilfully Blind, 
if he faw it not, or more than Mad, if he ſaw it 
and neglected the taking notice of it; preſuming 
co Teach a Dodrine, not only repugnant to all 
Laws, both Human and Divine; but allo 
prov'd to be very pernicous, by the experience of 
the whole World. | 
29. But perhaps ſome Polirician, or Machiavel- 
tian, will ſay in defence of his Maſters Do@rine, 
hat tho very many Tyrants, or perhaps the greaceſt 
part have miſerably periſh'd ; yet there hath been 
many others, who either got, or conſerv'd their 
Stares by Tyranny and Wickedneſs, and never- 
thelefs Dy'd Natural Deaths; yea, and left 
flouriſhing Empires, Kingdoms, or States unto 
their Children: - Whereby any Man way be 1n- 
courag'd to follow their Example, with no _ 
nope 


A 
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hope of the [ike good ſacegſps Such were (4a) 
-Baaſa and (b) -Manahen Kings of Iſrael; the El- 
der (c) Denis Tyrant of Sicily; two (4d) Ptole- 
my*s, the one -call'd Philopater and the other (e) 
Evergetes, the' ſecond King of Z#9gypt; (f) Caſſar 
der 'King of Macedon ; (\g) Conflantinus the IV. 
and ('b ) 'Herwlins Emperors of Conſtantinople ; 
(7) Mahomet *the 11. Emperor of the Turks; 
(6k) Edward the TV. King 'of England; (1) Haldan 
King of Dermark, and (m)' Iohn Galliace Duke of 
Milan: All-which, baving-cither attain'd to Sove- 
. raignty, or labor'd to conſerve themſelves there- 
in, by the Murders of their ' Parents, Brethren, 
Nephews, or Kinsfolks; or by ſome other 
: Wicked and :Tyrannical means, Dy'd according 
to the courſe of Nature, and left thetr /States, 
to their Children and *Poſterity. 

- 40. To-Anfirer-this, I fay firſt, that tho this 
'be true, yet "tis great folly to draw any conſe- 
quence 'from' it, or to ground thereupon any 
Dotetrine, or Precepts to'teach others -to follow 
*their Example; -for 'Precepts are to * be: deduc'd 
from things that are moſt frequent and ordinary, 
which breed-an experience; and not from things 
*more rare, er/fe{dom feen,” which are commonly 


 'eaſual, and tobe referrd ro Chance ;- for what 


Man that has: arty Wit, wou'd perſuade his Friend 


(4) 4Regins, & ws, 1(b})::4 Reg. 15+ -{6)- Cicero 
*Fruſoal:q.liv.is, (d) liffiukb, 33: & 4r 116) bden 
bb.zv., (F); Wen .i8, (2 ) Ie lib.-r5. 
(b5) Zouare Annal, ro, 3" (i) Idem, (&) Part. 
Jovi im comments, (1) Polidor, lib. z4 (m}) Sax0o» 
*## Naucter in -«hy0ns atte 1499, | 
Re | | to 


193 A Treatiſe of d% Chap. 7; 


to go to Sea ip a-Sterm , .in fome little -Old 
Rotren Boat; becauſe he has perhaps ſeen ſome 
eſcape, or Sail proſperouſly ,. in ſuch another ? 
Wherefore we cannot think *em to, be Wiſe, 
who, contemning common experience, which 
reaches the miſerable end of Tyrants , perſuade 
Men to Tyranny, by .the example: of a few who 
have eſcap'd, or have pethaps.,been proſperous, 
by the | Ain diſpoktion of God's Providence , 
for cauſes: known. to.. his Divine Majeſty ; : as 1 
have partly fignift'd already, (a ) and will de- 
clare farther hereafter. TIN 

41. Therefore Caſar ſayd, (b) that foraſmuch 
as he never knew any Man but. Sylla, who cow'd 
conſerve his State long by Cruelty ; | yet he meant 
not to. follow his Example, for as the Proverb 
ſays, One Swallow, makes not 4 Summer ; neither 
ought a few Examples, ro overthrow a greater num- 
ber; and much, leſs common experience. In 
which reſpec, it . may. very well. be ſayd to the 
Machiavellians, as one-layd to a Prieſt of Neptune, 
(c) who! {hew'd him certain Painted Tables thar 
huyg up in . Neptunes : Temple, containing the 
Hiſtories of ſome, whom Neptune had , as they 
thought, deliver'd from Drowning;, But can. you 
tell me, ſays he, how, many have bees. Drown'd, . for 
theſe few who have eſcapd ? The. lame | Hay 'ro 
Machiavellians, that for a few Tyrants which have 
Liv'd and Dy'd profperouſly, throu'. God's fecret 


Judgments, they may. find an infinite number of 


others,” who have been by his Juſtice, ruin'd and 


deſtroy'd. 


(a) Tome t. ch. 16. | (b} Cicero ad Atticun, 
(c}) Cicero de nature Deore 42+ But 
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42; But more fully to fatisfie this Objection » 
reflect upon what I have before treated, (a) con © 
cerning the proſperity of wicked Men in th's 
Life; wherein amongſt many other things, very 
conſiderable for this matter, I have declar'd: that 
Almighty God, (b) Whoſe mercy is above all his 
Works, do's ſometimes extend the ſame towards 
the: moſt wicked, for ſuch cauſes, as I have there 
fignifi'd; yet in ſuch fort, that tho he do's mer- 


citully remir unto them, the Temporal puniſh- 


ment due for their wickedneſs,- or ſome part 
thereof; yer he juſtly exacts it afterwards of their 
Children and Poſterity : whereof I have alledg'd 
many reaſons, and examples, needlels to be re- 


peated in this place; becaule they may be ſeen 


elſewhere at large, (c) whereby it appears how 
true it is, what Job ſays, (d) God will reſerve 
the ſorrow of the wicked Father for his Children , 
and as the Poet expreſſes very well ; Crimina ſape 
luunt nati ſcelerata parentum ; Children often Pay the 
Penalty of their Parents wickedneſs, And this being mot 
evidently true in all forts of wicked Men, may 
be moſt generally obſerv'd in ſuch Tyrants, as 
olſeſs themliclves of States, or ſeek to cor{crve 
'em by Murders; as ſhall appear even in thoſe 
who are mention'd in the Objection, of whom 1 
will treat in the fame order, that they are fect 
down. | | 

43. Baaſa got' the Kingdom of 1/jael, by the 
Murder of King Nadab, :nJ tho he himſelf Dy'd 


' (a) Tom;1, ch, 26, (b) Pal. x44. (c) Tom. 
2. Ch, 26. per tolum, Chap. 293 num. w» & ſequent. 
(d) lob, It, | 
- Oo a 
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a Natural Death, yer his San Els, was Kill'd by 
his Servant Zanbri, who as the Scripture ſays, 
{«) Deſtroy d all the Hauſe of Baaſa, and of his 
Son Ela for all the Sins of Baaſa. 

44. Manahen depriv'd Sellum as well of his 
Life as of the Kingdom of 1ſjael, and Dy'd 
nevertheleſs in his Bed. Phaceia his Son, was 
Murder'd by Phacee, and fo pay'd the Penalty of 
his Fathers Offences. (6 ) 

45. As for Denis, the firſt Tyrant of Sly of 
that Name, Hiſtorians agree not about his Death; 
for tho moſt athrm that he Reign'd Thirty 
Eight Years, and Dy'd Naturally, leaving his 
Kingdom to Denis his Son ; yet Juſtin (c) fol- 
lowing Trogys Powpejius, whoſe Hiſtory he abridges, 
lays that he was Slain; but howloever it was, 
two things are evident in him, very much to be 
noted; the one, that his Life was moſt miſer- 
able, by reaſon of the continual fears, ſuſpitions, 
and torments of Mind,. wherein he Liv'd, as 1 
have before declar'd ar large; (d) and the other 
is, the puniſhment of God upon his Son, who 
was driven out of his Kingdom by. Dion, and 
forc'd to Live at Corinth in a moſt baſe manner; 
and to get his Living by Teaching Children. (e) 
Wherefore Valerius Maximus ( f) a Pagan Writer, 
obſerves excellently well that the Juſtice of God 
fell upon him , for his Fathers Tyranny ; faying, 
tho his Father, in his Life time, ſuffer'd 
not the puniſhment due ro his wickedneſs, yet 

(a) 3 Reg.16,11, (b) 4 Reg. x5-14,26 {c) Iuftin 


lib. 20. fine, (d) Tom, 2, chap,6, (e) Num, 41 
(f) V aler. lib, 3. 20 


being 


Part, 2: Policy and Religion. _ 1} 


being Dead, he pay'd for it in the ſhameful 
Calamity of his Son ; whereunto Palerius alfo 
adds this Golden Sentence; (a) Lento enim gra- 
dn procedit Divina ita, tarditatemque ſupplicy, gravi- 
tate compenſat. The Wrath of' God proceeds with 4 

pace, to take Revenge of Offences committed a- 
gainſt him, and Reconipences the delay of” the puniſh- 
ment, with the grievouſneſs thereof. 

46. Ptolemy (who was calld in Mockery Philopater, 
or a Lover oft Friend of his Father ; b<ecaule he 
Kilfd both his Father and his Mother) Dy'd a 
Natural Death, leaving his Kingdom to his Son 
Ptolemy Epiphanes, who allo Dy'd peaccably, for 
ought I find to the contrary , wherein I confeſs 
it pleas'd God to interrupt the ordinary courſe 
of his Juſtice in puniſhing Tyrannical Murders 
with Murder, or other violent Deaths, either in 
the Father, or 1h the Son, which is to be at- 
tributed ro ſome juſt, tho ſecret Cauſe, known 
only to his Infinite Wiſdoni; whereof we ſee 
the very like in the Holy Scriptures in 7ehu King 
of Iſrael, (b) and his Poſterity ; for tho the ordi- 
nary courſe of God's Juſtice was not wont to per- 
mic the Pofterity of any of the Schiſmarical. Kings 
of Iſrael, to enjoy that Kingdom farther than 
the ſecond Generation, ſo that their Progeny or 
Races were ever cut off, either in the Father or 
the Son; yet he exempred Feha, and his Poſterity 
from that puniſhment, granting 'em a particular 
priviledge to Sticceed one another; until the fourth 
Generation after fehu, for the good Service' /ehu 


(4) lbiden, (6) £ Reg. wo, & is. 
O 2 did 
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did him, in deſtroying the Houſe of Achab: As I 
have before declar'd, treating of the Proſperity 
of wicked Men. ( 4) 

47. And if it may be layful to conjecture the 
cauſe, why God exempted Prolemy Philopator and 
: his Son Epiphanes, from the puniſhment of violent 
Deaths, due to the wickedneſs of Philopator , 1 
may probably ſay (for of God's ſecret Judg- 
ments, I dare affirm nothing for certain ) thar ir 
may be aſcribd to' the Mercy of God intended 
towards 'em, for the Service which Prolemens 
Philadelphus, (b) Grand-father ro Philopator, did 
him, as well in releaſing the Jews which were 
Caprtives in Zgypt, to the number of a hundred 
and twenty thouſand; as alto in ſending Rich 
Gifts and Preſents to the Temple of Jeruſalem ; 
and moreover; becauſe he caus'd the Law of 
Moyſes, (c) to be Tranſlated into the Greek 
Tongue by Seventy Learned Jews, commonly 
call'd the Septuaginta Interpretes, or Seventy Interpre- 
ers; to the end that the ſame might be reſerv'd 
in his Library. In all which, ic may be thought, 
he did ſuch grateful Service ro Almighty God, 
that the Reward thereof redounded to the fourth 
Generation of his Poſterity, as it fell out in 
the Poſterity of fehu : And that therefore, nei- 
ther Philopator, who was Grand-child tro Philadel 
phus, nor Epiphanes Son to Philopator, nor Phi- 
lometor Son to Epiphanes Dy'd violently , tho 
the Murders, as well of Philomeror, who Kill'd 
his * own Mother ,, as of Phjlopator , whom 


(a) Tom, r. ch. 26. num. nr. (b) IuStin li, 399 
(c) Ioſephus de aiitiq, lib, 13. Ca, 2, | 


3". oo. 


Part, 2. Policy and Religion, 203 
I chiefly hereof ſpeak, might have deſeryd 
It. 

48. And as the priviledge granted to the Po- 
ſterity of lehu (4) ceas'd in the fourth Suc- 
ceſlor; for Zacharins, who was the fourth, either 
left no Children, or if he did, they Succeeded 
not ; ſo alſo the exemption from violent Death, 
granted as it may be thought to the Poſtericy of 
Philadelphus, ceas'd in the fourth Deſcent; for 
Philometor, who was the fourth Succeſlor Dy'd a 
Natural Death, but this Son was depriv'd, both 
of his Kingdom, and his Life, by his Uncle 
Evergeres, of whom I am to ſpeak next : 
And this I thought good to note by the way, as 
not unprobable; not preſuming ro aſſure any 
thing concerning God's ſecret Judgments; bur 
that which I take upon me to afhrm here, is, 
that foraſmuch as there is no Rule fo general, 


brit has an exception, therefore neither this ex- 
ample of Philopator, nor a few other ſuch like, 
proceeding from God's ſecret Judgments, which 


are ever moſt juſt, can prejudice the general 
Rule, obſeryv'd in the ordinary courſe of his 
Juſtice towards moſt Men. | 

| 49. As for Ptolemy Evergetes the Il. who was 
Son ro Epiphanes, and Brother to Philometor , he 
was a moſt Barbarous and Cruel Tyrant, for he 


KilFd nor only his Nephew, Son to Philometor, 


(b) as I have fayd, bur alſo a Son of his own, 
which he had by Cleopatra his own Siſter ; be- 


fides his horrible Cruelty in Murdering many 


(4) 4 Reg. $1 (b) Tui 33, 
O 3 Chief 
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Chief Citizens of Alexandrigz; which thq it was 
not puniſh'd in him by a violent Death , perhaps 
hecauſe he was allo within the campaſs of the 
fourth Generation, being Brother to Philomety 
aforeſaid, (4) yet it drew the Vengeance of 
Almighty God upon his Children; for his Son 
Ptolemy Phiſcon was expell'd our of his Kingdom, 
by his own Mother Cleopatra, and by Alexander 
his Younger Brother; which Alexqnder Poyſon'd 
his Mother, and having Poſleſt himſelf of the 
Kingdom , was driv'n out again by the people. 
And in like manner the gwo Daughters of Ever- 
getes, Cleopatra and Griphing , being Marry'd to 
two Brethren « Cizycenus and Griphus, (b) who 
contended for the Kingdom of Syria, caus'd the 
deftrution of one another; for Griphina pro- 
cur'd' Cleopatra to be Murder'd i in the very Temple 
of the Gods, where ſhe had taken Sanctuary; 
whoſe Death was afterwards Reveng'd by ber 
Husband. Cizycenus; who having overthrown his 
Brother Griphus, Husband to. Griphina, Slew her 
in Revenge of his Wives Death. 

50. Caſſaxer King of Macedon, was not only 
conſenting to the Poyſoning of Alexander the 
Great, but alſo, deſtroy'd all his Children and 
Family, avd yet Dy'd no violegt Death; but 
his three Sons of Antipater, Alexander and Philip 
were Slain, and his Daughter Euzidjce was Kept 
in continual Priſon,; thag, ſo as, Inſtiy Gys, (c) all 
the Family of Caſfandex pay'd for. the Murder, 
as well of- Alexander as of. his Children; eicher 


(a) Initinzs, (Þ) Whidgn, (c). Inſiin lik, 37 
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by their Deaths, or elſe by ſome other puniſh- 
ment. | 

51. Conſtantine the IV. Emperor of that Name, 


firſt: cut off the Noſe and Ears of his two  Bro- 


thers;: and afterwards Kill'd 'em) ;- and foraſinuch 
as he became in the end a'good Man, it ſeem's 
that God Tranſlated the Feniporal paniſhme' nt 
thereof from him, to his So 1uSinian* the Em- 

ror ; whom Leoftius the Tyrant deprivid as well 
of his Noſe and Ears, as of his Empire; Baniſh- 
ing htm into” Ponttts: And Leontins being over- 


thrown, an1 taken in a Battle by* Tiberius, loſt 


both his Nofe and his Liberty. (4) Afterwards 
Inftinian recovering his Empire, rook Tiberins 
Prifoner, and having commanded: both | his' Noſe 
and -hrs- Ears'to be cur off, caus'd him and: Leon- 
tius, whom! he found in Priſon, - to: be executed 
together : With whom nevertheleſs the Tragedy 
ended not, until at' length both Tuſtinian, and 
his Son Tiberius were Slain by Philippicus, who 
Succeeded him in the Empire. Y 

52. Heraclins the Emperor (b) Succeeding 
Phocas, whom he Slew, left two Sons, Conſtantin 
the V. and Heracleen; of which two, ConSann 
was Poyfon'd by his Step-mother Martina', (c) 
to advance Heraclcon her Son to' the Empire, 
who after a while was depriv'd thereof, and Ban- 
i{h'd rogether with his Mother; her Tongue and 
his Noſe being; cut off. 

53. Mahomer the II, Emperor of the Turk's 
of that Name, who' overthrew- the Empires of 


(4) Zonar. Mnnal, To, 3, (b) Zonare Annual. 
(c) Paul, Diacd lib; 1. 
O 4 Conſtantinople, 
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Conſtantinople and Trabiſonds, Succeeded his Bro- 
ther Amurates; (a) and for the ſecurity of his 
Empire, preſently caus'd his own Brother td be 
Kill'd; the Revenge of whoſe Blood, fell upon 
bis Sons, Zixigins and Bajazet the II. of whom 
the firſt being forc'd by his Brother to fly into 
Chriſtendom, was Poyſon'd in 1taly; and the 

other, ro wit » Bajazet was expell'd out of Con- 
ſtantinople, and Poylon'd by his own Son 
Sclim. | 

54- Edward the IV, King of England, caus'd 
not only King. Henry the VI. and the: Prince his 
Son, bur allo his own Brother George Duke of 
Clarence to be Murder'd; ( b ) the penalty where- 
of was pay'd with the Blood of both his Sons, 
Edward the V. apd his Brother, Murder'd by 
their Uncle King Richard in the ," 'ETr. 

55. Haldan Kivg of Denmark got the Kingdom 
by the Murder . of his two Brethren, Roe and 
. Scato, and was afterwards ſo Cruel a Tyrant all his 
Life lovg, that Saxo Grammaticys, an Ancient Hiſto- 
rian of Denmark, ſays thus of him; (c) His For- 
tune was moſt admirable in one thing, that tho be 
never omitted any moment of time in the exerciſe 
of Cruelty, yet, Seneftute vitam , won ferro finivit ; 
He ended his Life by Old age , . and wot by the 
Sword. T hus ſays Saxo, noting the common ex- 
perience of the, Bloody and Violent Deaths, of 
Cruel and Bloody Tyrants; in reſpe&t whereof 
he wonder'd at the natural and quiet end of Haldan, 
which muſt be referr'd, as I have noted of the 


< a) Paul, Tovin. in com, rerum Turcic, (b ) Polidor, 
libs 2» (©) Saxo Gramma hiſt, Dani. lib, x. 


reſt, 


: Py 
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reſt, ro the ſecrer Judgments of Almighty God 


transferring ſometimes the Fathers Tewporal 
puniſhment, to the Children; for very juſt, tho | 
ſecret Cauſes, known only to his Infinite Wil- 
dom ; as it may alſo be obſerv'd in this caſe; 
For whereas King Haldan left two Sons, Ree and 
Helgo , (a) the firſt being Invaded and over- 
thrown in three Battel's by the King of Swedland, 
was alſo Slain by him; and the other following 
his Fathers Steps, as well in Cruelty, as all o- 
ther wickedneſs, grew no leſs hateful ro himſelf, 
than to all other Men, and in the end KilPd him-. . 
ſelf with his own Sword, 
- 56. To conclude, Iohn Galeas Viſconte, Poſ- 
ſeſling the one half of the State of Milan, and 
his Brother Barnabas the other, Kill'd his Bro- 
ther to have the whole ; and having obtain'd of 
Wenceſlaus the Emperor, the Title of Duke, 
ſubdu'd all Lombardy, and left the fame with the 
Title of a Dutchy to his Son lohn Maria Viſtome ; 
{b) who was afterwards Slain by his own Sub- 
jeds for his Tyranny, and fo receiv'd the puniſh- 
ment both of his Fathers wickedneſs, as well 
as his own. | 
57. To theſe may be added other Children 
of Bloody Tyrants., who - pay'd: the Penalty of 
their Fathers wickedneſs with their Blood, bur 
yet if you compare them in number with -thoſe 
whom God hath manifeſtly puniſh'd in this Life 
for their own Tyranny, you fhall find 'em tro 
be few -in reſpe&t' of 'the other; but howſoever 


(a)  Saxoe Ibider, (bY) Naucler, in Chron. 
au nr400s OE | Is 
3 it 


it:is, this I dare be bold to fay., that there are 
very few; or ſcarce any Tyrant to be found in 
all: Antiquity, whoſe Perſon, State or Poſterity, 
has not receiv d ſome notorious puniſhment, 
even. in:the very Opinion and Judgment of the 
World; and moſt commonly by Violent and 


Bloody Deaths; ir being moſt conſonant to- the 
Juſtice and Judgments of God, that the puniſh- 


ment ſhou'd correſpond. to the fault; that Blood 
be repay'd with' Blood; and that as our- Saviour 
fays, He who ſtrikes with. the Sword, ſhou'd: perifh 
by the Sword... | 

58. Wherefore Almighty God fayd to' Nye. 
(bY: VVhefoever Jhall fpill Man's Blood , his Blood 
Jhall be fpilt;, which we ſee was verifi'd for the 
example of: others. in Cain the Proto-paricide , 
when he. had. Kill'd his Brother Abel; (c) whoſe 
Blood:our Lord fayd did cry.to him for Venge- 
ance from the Earth; and therefore he was ac- 
curs'd by Almighty God, and afterwards Kill'd 
by Lamech ; and Adenibezes having cruelly cut 
_ off the Hands and Feet of Seventy: Kings, and 
after Kild. 'em, was taken by the Tribe of 1uda, 
and hand['d in the ſame manner, acknowledging 
God's Fuſtice' in himſelf,. ſaying, As I have done 
10 others, . ſo our Loxd bus rtenderd the ſame unto 
me. (da) = | 

59. And-in. like manner,. when Achab: had 
KilFd | Naboth (e).. to.. have. his Vineyard, the 
Prophet :fayd ' unto . him. Even--in the ſame- place 
where the Dog's haye-lick'd. the-- Blood ' of Naboth , 

( a} Matth. ch,26. (b) Gen. 9o (c) -Gean, + 


(d) Ind,co 17, (e) z3Reg.zn 
they 
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they ſball lick thine ; which was afterwards ful- 
filld. And the like ſeverity of God's Juſtice may 
he noted alſo in Davis and his Children, for the 
Murder of V*ias; and nor only in Amen Son to 
Manuaſſes; but alfo in the Peaple and Cauntry of 
Inds, who were miſgrably ſpoil'd and waſted by 
the Incurſions of the Syrians, Moabites and Amonits, 
in the time of loachin Grand-child to Manaſſes ; 
(4) For the Innocent Blaed which Manafle ſhed; 
(b) And for this cauſe Gad wou'd not be merciful 
unto them. Thus fays the Scripture z whereby we 
may ſee that, as the Royal Prophet fays; (c) 
Our Lord abhor's the Bloady and deceitful Man. 
| 60, To which purpoſe, I eanngt omir upon 
this occaſion to note by the way, the wonder- 
ful Pravidence and Juſluce Almighry God Daily 
ſhews, in the ſtrange diſcovery. of Murders amongfi 
rivate Men, be they never fo fecretly commit- 
red. For, whence can i proceed, but from 
God's fpecial Providence and Juſtice, rhar the 
Wounds of the Dead Body of him chat is Murder'd, 
ſhou'd Bleed afrefh if the Murderer com's where 
it is? Which not only Grave Authors teftthe , 
but alſo common experience proves to be true z 
by the means whereof, many Murders have beer 
diſcover'd : And what is there more generally 
ebſerv'd in the experience of Men, than that 
Murder cannot long ly hid, but is difcover'd and 
punilh'd ſooner or later ; which has been alfo. 
an Old obſervation, as may appear by a ſtrange 
Story, which Plutarch reports of the Murder 


(4) 4Rege 1460 (6) Ibids (c) Pal. " 
O 


210 A Treatiſe of Chap. 7. 


of —_ Ibicus, tho he tells it to another pur- 
ole. 

J 61. Ibicus (4) being taken by certain Ene- 
mies of his, and carry'd to a ſecret place, where 
they meant to Kill him, perſuaded ?em ro defiſt 
from their Enterprize, aſſuring 'em that his 
Death wou'd be diſcover'd, and reveng'd by ſome 
means or other; and when they Laugh'd at him, 
and ask'd him who ſhou'd diſcover ir, he {hew'd 
'em certain Cranes, which flew over their Heads; 
ſaying, that tho there ſhou'd be no Human Te- 
ſtimony to convince 'em, yet thoſe Cranes ſhou'd 
be Witneſles againſt 'em, and help to revenge 
his Death; nevertheleſs they Slew him, and 
when he had been miſs'd ſome Years, and great 
enquiry made after hirz by his Friends, it chanc'd 
one Day, that as the Murderers Sat together in 
the Theater, beholding a publick Spectacle , 
there flew over their Heads certain Cranes, which 
one of %em ſeeing, {Hew'd 'em to his fellows, 
and Laughing, fayd, behold the Wirneſles and 
Revengers of the Death of Ibicus: This was over- 
heard by ſome that knew him, who fignifi'd it 
to the Magiſtrates, whereupon being taken, and 
Examin'd, thev Confeſs'd the Murder and were 
Executed. 

62. - The fame Author recounts another 
Story,, (b) which I have alledg'd before upon 
another occaſion; how, that one who had Kill'd 
his own Father, and was not diſcover'd for many 


Years, betray'd himſelf by. pulling down a Swal- 


(9) Plutarch in his Treatiſe of much talking, | 


(b) Plutarch de ſera uum, Vindiit a, 


lows | 
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lows Neſt, and ſtamping the Yourg Swallows 
under his Feet in a great Rage; telling 'em who 
ask'd him the cauſe, that the Swallows fayd, he 
had Kill'd his Father ; whereupon he was ſuſpet- 
ed, Examin'd, and upon his Confeſſion Con- 
dern'4 and Executed, as I have before declar'd 
more at large. (4) 

63. To theſe 1 will add only one Example 
more out of Cedrenus. (b) A Thief - having 
Robb'd and Kill'd a Poor Man, who had a Dog 
with him , left the Dead Body not far from the 
High-way, and the Dog lying by it; within a 


while after, a Paſſenger ſeeing the Dead Body, 


Bury'd it; which being done, the Dog Fawn'd 
upon him, and follow'd him Home; this Man 
was an Inn-keeper, and whereas the Dog was 
wont to Fawn upon all the Gueſts that came to 
his Houſe, it chanc'd one Day, thar he Bark'd 
at one, who came to Drink there, and fer up- 
on him with ſuch violence, that the Inn- keeper 
and others, taking notice of it, were mov'd, fays 
the Author, by Divine Inſtint, to conceive 
that he was the Man who had Kill'd the Dog's 
former Maſter, and upon Sulpicion thereof , 
caus'd him to be Apprehended and Examin'd, 
and lo it fell out, that he being the Maurderer, 
Confeſs'd ir, and receiv'd the due puniſhment 


he delerv'd. 


64. 1 forbear to alledge Modern Examples of 


| this matter, becauſe no Man can be ignorant of 


the ſtrange accidents which happen Daily in one 


(a) Tom. ex. ch,.26, num.1o9,  (b) Cedren apud 


place 
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place or other, for the diſcovery and puniſh. 
ment of Murderers; and therefore I conclude; 
that the common obſervation thereof, being de- 
riv'd from the experience as well of former Ages, 
as of the preſent time, is an excellent Argument, 
not only of the Enormity of Murder, bur alſo 
of God's greater Providence, and ſevere Juſtice 
in puniſhing the ſame. 

65. Seeing then Almighty God has ordain'd 
this Miraculous diſcovery of Murders, to the end 
no Murderer amongſt private Men, {hou'd eſcape 
the puniſhment of Human Laws, 'tis no wonder, 
if he ſeverely puniſhes Murder in Princes, who 
ought to puniſh it in others: Whereby ir may 
allo be judg'd what ſecurity or benefit a Prince 
can procure to his State by ſuch horrible Mur- 
ders, as Machiavel ſeems to allow in his Prince; 
whereby he ſhall expoſe himſelf not only to the 
hatred of Men, bur alſo to the Wrath and Ven- 
geance of Almighty God, againſt whom he has 
no defence. For be he never fo ftrong and 
powerful, God will put, as the Propher fayd of 
Sennacherib, (a) 4 Ring in his Noſe, and a Bridle 
in his Mouth; wherewith he will wring, wind and 
rurn him which way he pleaſes, and perhaps make 
ſome little Mouſe, Louſe or Worm overthrow 
him, and Triumph ever all his Power, Pomp 
and Pride; as may appear by the ſtrange and 
miſerable ends of divers Kings and Princes, of 
whom. I have ſpoken before in this Chapter. (b) 


(e) Iiay 37. 4 Reg, 19, (6b) Numell, @ i. 
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CHAP. VIII 


Tis farther debated Whether all _ Policy 
'y 


be againſt Reaſon of State, occaſion 
Whercof, ſome things are obſerv'd concerning 
the courſe of God's Providence, in the con- 
ſervation and deſtruction of States : And 
by the Way, ſomewhat is ſayd of Sorcery, 
and how danzerous the Pradliſe thereof” is 
to Princes. 


UT now perhaps the Politicians wall 
ſay, that thd he ſhou'd grant that the 
continuance of wickedneſs might make a 
Prince hateful both' ro God and Man; 
and conſequently procure his Ruin; nevertheleſs 
twou'd not follow, that every Policy which may 
be ſinful and offenſive to God, is againſt reafon 
of State ; ſeeing experience reaches, that ſuch 
Policies are many times beneficial and profitable 
thereunto; and whatſoever do's benefit the State, 
the ſame may be juſtly ſayd to be according to 
reaſan of State, and be practis'd by Stariſts, 
without imputation of folly, eſpecially in caſes 
of extremity, when a Prince ſees himſelf broughr 
to ſuch an exigence, that he has no hopes of 
help by any lawfut means; and yer perſuad's _ 
: ſel 
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felf that fome At, accounted a Sin or Offence 
to God, may procure him ſome remedy; for 
example, ſome fraudulent -dealing , Perjury, 
Murder or ſuch like: For tho, ſay the Politi- 
tians, that in caſes where there is freedom of 
Election of gaod orevil Policies, it may perhaps be 
convenient to uſe good, and avoid the bad; yet 
when the caſe ſeems to be deſperate, and no 
choice left, bur either to practiſe ſome wicked 
Policy, or to ſuffer the State to periſh, then 
at leaſt, ſay they, reaſon of State requires that 
the State ſhou'd be conſerv'd by any means what- 
ſoever. | 

2, For the fatisfation of this difficulty, 'tis 
to be conſider'd, that every thing which ſucceeds 
well in matter of State, cannot be (ayd to be accor- 
ding to reaſon of State, or to be well and wiſely 
done; becauſe the fuccels not only of very bad, 
bur alſo of very fooli{h deſigns, is many times ac- 
cording to the common ſaying very good by 
chance, or rather by the permiſſion, or ſecret 
diſpoſition of Almighty God ; who as I have 
often ſignifi'd, diſpoſes of the Aﬀairs of Men, 
not according to their Wills or Wiſhes, bur 
- according to his own Holy Will, and ſecret 
Judgments; drawing always good out of evil, 
and turning the worſt Intentions and Actions of 
the wicked'it Men in the World, to the good 
of others, and his own Glory, one way or 
other. 

'3- Therefore a Prince who ſees himſelf reduc'd 
ro ſuch an extremity, that he may think it need- 
ful to uſe ſome wicked Policy, is to conſider 

; that 
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that the Calamity which he either ſuffers or fears, 


cannot happen unto him without God's ſpecial 


Providence, but rather by his juſt Ordination, 
either. for his trial and exerciſe, or for the juſt 
puniſhment of his own Sins, or thoſe of his 
Parents or Predeceſlors, or perhaps for the 
Sins of the People, as I have ſufficiently prov'd 
heretofore. (a) | | 

4. If ir be only for his trial, that is to fay, 
to prove'and try his Faith and Hope in God, 
and to exerciſe his Patience ( for which cauſes 
God ſuffer'd fob and Tobias (b) to be Tempred, and 
ofren permits his beſt beloved Servants to fall into 
dificalties) what other effe& can wicked Policy 


work, than that the afflition which God layd 


upon him for his benefit and ſpecial good ; 
{hou'd turn by God's Juſt Judgment, to his utter 
ruin both of Body and Soul. 

5. And if the affliction be a puniſhment of 
Sin in any kind, he cannot with any reaſon con- 
ceive that the ſame can be remedy'd by ſinful, 
and wicked means; whereby the cauſe of his at- 
fiction will be increas'd, and God's Indignation 
and Wrath farther kind!'d againſt him and his 
State; and much leſs can he hope, either ro 
force or fruſtrate the Will of God by Policies 
and Devices: As we Read that divers wicked 


| Pririces have labord to do, and gain'd nothing 


elſe in the end, but either a note of cxcream 
folly and impiety; or <lſe utterly ruin'd them- 
ſelves and their States ; and as the Tragical Poet 


(a) Tom. r. chap, x7. num. 24.25: @ 26. (b) lob. 
1,2,3,4t. Tob' 1 
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well expreſſes. (a) —— 4d fatum venere ſuum, 
dum fata timebant ; They came to their fatal end, whilſt 
they feard, or ſought to avoid their fate; that is, 
they made themlclves the inſtruments of God's 
Will and Juſtice, to execute the ſame upon 
themlclves, 

6. And tho TI have-prov'd this already by many 
examples of Princes, . who have periſh d by their 
own wicked Policies; yet I will add here a few 
more examples of fuch, who having had ſome light, 
and underſtanding of God's. Will, concerning 
themſclves or their Scates, have ſought by ſome 
1mptous Policies either to elude or avert It. 

7. To which purpole 'tis by the way to be 
noted, that Almighty God do's ſometimes for 
ſecret cauſes, known only ro his Infinite Wiſdom, 
reveal his own hidden and ſecret Councels, not 
only to wicked Men, as he did to Caiphas; (b) 
bur alſo- ro wicked Spirits, by the Miniſtery of 
his Angels, as Saint Auſtin witneſſes; (c) by 
which means the Devils did truly foretell ro the 
Pagans many things, which depended only upon 
the Will of God: Whereof there has bcen allo, 
and fti]l is, ſufficient experience amongſt Chriſtians, _ 
in the deteſtable practiſe of Negromancy and 
Witchcrafr. ONE s | 
8. For tho the Devil, who is (d) A Lyer, 
and the Father of Lyes; do's commonly Ly, and 
delude thoſe thar deal with him, yet he do's at 
other times truly foretell things ro come, either 
by chance or by conjecture, or elſe ſuch things 


(a) Seca in Ocdip. (b) Toan.m. (c) Aug 
de Genefi ad Ittieram 6a, 17, (4d) loan. $. | 
| as 
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as proceed from Natural cauſes whereof he 
has an exa@ knowledge; or elle ſuch other things 
as depend upon his own Power and Will, by 
the permiſſion of God; or laftiy fuch things, as 
it pleaſes Almighty God to reveal unto him, for 
the execution of his ſecret Judgments. 
| 9.. Therefore to come now to the. examples 
which I promisd; (a) Alexander King of Epirus, 
having underſtood by an Oracle of Tupiter, that 
he ſhou'd Die near to the River Acheruſia, and 
the City Pandoſia, of which Names there was a 
City and River in his own Kingdom of Epirus ; 
thought to avoid the ſame, by leaving his Coun- 
try, and making War abroad in Italy: Where he 
was Slain within a while after, near to a River 
and City fo call'd, as above mention'd. Non 
prius, fays Juſtin, (b) fatalis loci cogniro nomine 
quam occiderit; Not knowing the Name of that fatal 
place, before he Dy'd in it. | 

10. Allo the wicked Emperor Anaſtaſius, of 
whom I have before ſpoken, (c) being fore- 
warn'd that he ſhou'd be Kill'd with a Thunder- 
bolr, Built a Marvellous ſtrong Houſe call'd 
Thelotam, (d) and beſides many ſtrange Laby- 
rinths, and places . of retreat for his ſafety, he 
made a deep Ciſtern in the bottom of all the 
Houſe, whither he meant to retire himſelf when 
he ſhou'd ſee cauſe; nevertheleſs, he was Kill'd 
ſhortly after (e) with a Thunderbolt , as he 
was running in time of great Thunder, from 
one Chamber to another, to get down to his 


(a) Iuftinlib tz, (b) Ibid, (c) Tom2. <. 7. 
mm, {d) Zonar.arnal. To.z, («) Cedrom. 
| - Ciſtern ; 
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Ciſtern; to whom ir might have been ſayd, as 
a Poer ſays of Enceladus the Giant, who 
flying away from 'Fupiter, was as the Poets fain, 
firuck with a -Thunderbolt , and caſt under 
Mount Atng. —— Quo fugis Encelade 2 Quaſcun- 
que acceſſeris oras, ſub Jove ſemper eris; Whither 
do'ſt thou fly Enceladus? What Coaſt ſoever thou 
ſhalt come unto, thou ſhalt ever be under Jupiter ; that 
is, under the Hand of God : Which the Plalmilt 
reaches excellently well ſaying; (a) Whither ſhall 
I go O Lord, from thy Spirit ; or whither Jball 1 
fly from thy Face ? 1f I aſcend up to Heaven thou 
art there; if 1 deſcend down to Hell, thou art there 
alſo; if” 1 take VVings early in the Morning, and 
dwell in the fartheſt part of the Sea, there alſo thy 
Right Hand will lay hold of me. Thus ſays the 
Plalmiſt, to ſhew the Vanity and Folly of 


wicked Men, who think to eſcape the Hand 


of God. 

11. No leſs vain, and much more impious 
was th2 endeavour of the Emperor Valens, (b) 
to Annul God's Ordinatien : For having. con- 
ſulted with Negromancers concerning the Name of 
\ his Succeſſor, and being told that it ſhou'd begin 
with Theod, (c) he caus'd a great number of per- 
ſons ro be made away, of whom fome were call'd 
Theodoſius, fore Theodotus, forme Theodulus, and ſome 
Theodorus ; and amongſt the reſt he moſt ungrate- 
fully Murder'd the Valiant Captain Theodoſtus 
(d) after he had recover'd 4frick. from his Ene- 
mies, and gave order alſo, to Kill Theodoſins 


(a) Pſa).r,8.8. (6b) Paul, Diace lib, 12. (c) Orc: 
lik, zz (4d)\ Ammizn lib, 29, 
: his 
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his Son, (4) whom nevertheleſs, Almighty 
God deliver'd from thar danger, pay”. after made 
him Emperor, whereby the Prediction was ful- 
f1lld. 
| 12, In like manner, the Emperor Andronicus 
Comnenus, (b) gueſling by the Letters I. S. 
which were ſhew'd him by a Conjurer in a 
Baſon of Water, that his Succeſſors Name 
ſhou'd be 1ſacins, thought ro Kill 1ſacius Angelus, 
whom by that means he made Emperor, and 
wrought his own deſtruction, as 1 have before 
fignifi'd. (c) | 

12. To theſe I will add only one more out of 
our own Country, of Edward the IV. King of 
England ; who having underſtood, as 'tis ſuppos'd 
by ſome Prophecy, that one whoſe Name 
did begin with a G. ſhou'd procure the de- 
ſtruction of his Children after his Death, caus'd 
his Brother George Duke of Clarence, (d) to 
be Murder'd in the Tower; not at all ſuſpeQing 
his Brother the Duke of Gloceſter, who fulfill'd 
the Prophecy, if it was one, or the Prediction, if 
inſpird by the Holy Ghoſt, and not rather ſome 
device of the Devil, which I think more probable ; 
becauſe it induc' dKing Edward to the Murder of his 
Brother : W hereupon the deſtruction alſo of his 


own Children, which he endeavor'd thereby to pre- 


vent, might very well follow, throu' the ſeverity of 
God's Judgments, who many times puniſhes 


(a) A mbroſ, in flue oratio, in fun. Theodoſs 


(5) Nicet chroniat, Annal. lib. 3. ds M@Andro. Com, 


(c) Tom, a. chop: 6s WU 33s & 34. (d) Polidore 
we 24, | got 
- Sinners, 
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Sinners, by that, which they moſt fear, and ſeek 
by wicked means to avoid; and therefore Salomon 
ſays, (4) That which the __ Man fears, Jhall 
fall upon him. 

14. But leaying this to God's ſecret Jude- 
ments, .'tis to be noted in theſe Examples, how 
dangerous a thing it 15 in a Prince, to be curious 
to know God's ſecret Counſels and Decrees, 
concerning bimſelf, and his State ; whereby many 
Princes have been drawn, to uſe the help: of Ne- 
gromancers and Sorcerers, ro God's great offence, 
and conſequently to their own deſtruction ; there 
being no Sin, which God has and do's puniſh 
more than this: As we may cafily perceive, both 
by the expreſs prohibition thereof in many places 
of the Holy Scriptures; (b) as alſo by the 
ſevere Judgments of God upon the Babylonians, 
Amorheans , Pherezeans, Chananeans , Heveans, Iebu- 
ſeans, and divers other people deſtroy din the Land 
of Promiſe with their Kings, to the number 
of one and thirty, as the Scripture teſtifies, 
chicfly for their Witchcrafts, Enchantments and 
Negromancy: (c) And therefore Moyſes warn'd 
the Children of 1ſ7ael before they came into the 
Land of Promiſe, that they ſhou'd not imitate 
thoſe Infidels in theſe Sins, concluding ; For our 
Lord do's abhor all theſe, and for theſe kind of Sins 
be oy utterly deſtroy them at their entrance. ( d) 

And if it be alſo conſfider'd, what deluſion 
6p Devil uſes In Sorcery , avd how little truth 
may be known thereby, 'twill evidently appear how 


(a) Proverb, ca,xos {b) Levit.i9, @ 20, Ver, 26» 
Deut, :8. lay 47» (c] Deut, 64.33 (4) Ibid. 
| os 52 vain 
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vain and frivolous the practiſe thereof is. For 
whereas he ſeems to be ſubject to the Sorcerer or 
Magician, as either forc'd by Enchantments, or 
bound by Covenant; yer 'tis but meer fraud, 
and deceit on his part; becauſe he can neither 
be forc'd by Man, orby any natural means, being 
of nature and power, ſuperior to the nature and 
power of Man ; neither can he be farther bound by 
Covenant, than he himſelf pleaſes ; which is never 
longer than he may hope thereby tro do Man 
ſome particular miſchief: Moreover, the Devils 


neither know ſuch things as meerly depend upon 


the Will of God, or Man, as I have already 
ſhew'd; (a) nor will they for the Malice and 
Envy to Man, tell him the truth of ſuch things 
as they know ; bur tothe end only, to do him ſome 
hurt and miſchief one way or other; which alſo 
God of his Juſtice many times permits, reveal- 
ing unto them his own ſegret Judgments, for the 
juſt puniſhment and greater confuſion of thoſe 
who confide in 'em; to whom they uſe ro figni- 
fie the ſame in ſuch Riddles, and with ſuch Am- 
biguity, that tho they only denounce unto them, 
God's Sentence 'giv'n againſt 'em for their de- 
ſtruction, yer they feed 'em with falſe hope of 
profperous ſucceſs; * ro make 'em run headlong 
ro their own ruin: Whereof many ſtrange Ex- 
amples might be alledg'd out of the Ancient Hi- 
ſtories of Pagans, which for brevety's fake I 0- 
mir, and content my ſelf to relate two or three 
our of later Hiſtories. $2 


(a) Supra num, $. 


P 4 16. When 
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16. Ferrand Count of Flanders aſſiſted by the 
Emperor Otho the IV. or as ſome call him, the V. 
of that name, being on the point of giving Battle 
to Philip King 'of France call'd the Auguſt, was great- 
ly incourag'd thereunto by his Mother, upon the 
Prediction of certain Magicians, with whom (he 
had Conlulted; who afſur'd her that the King 
of France ſhou'd be overthrown in the Battle, 
Trodden under the Horſes Feer, and not Bury' d; 
and that the Count .her Son, ſhou'd be renin 
by the Parifians with great Joy : (a) All which 
fell out to be true, tho in another manner than 
ſhe expefted; for tho the King of Frange was fo 
preſt by his Enemies, that he was thrown down 
from his Horſe, and Tuadden under the Horſes 
Feet, yet he was reſcu'd by his Soldiers, and 
having won the Battie, rook the Count of Flanders, 
and ſent him Priſoner to Paris; at which the 
Pariſians very much rejoyc'd: And ſo we ſee, fays 
\ the Story, how the Count truſting to Sorcerers, in- 
ftead of a Crown which he expected , purchasd a 
Priſon. (6b) 

17, We Read allo of the like deceit and illu- 
ſion of the Devil, in the aſſurance .which a Sor- 

cerels gave. to Machbeth King of Scotland; to wit, 
that no Man Born of a Woman, ſhou'd be able 
to Kill him ; whereby he was animated ro uſe all 
Cruelty towards his Subjects ; and in the end 
was Slain by Macdulf Earl of Fife; who was 
not Born of his Mother, bur cut out of her 
Belly. This is reported by Hetor Boetius (c) in 


(a) Gaguin. Annal, Prance, lib 6 (b) Idem, Ibid, 
(c) Hector Boethius, lib, r2, 
his 
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his Hiſtory of Scotland; out of whom I will alſo 
add another Example of God's Juſt Judgments, 
upon ſuch as Conſult with Sorcerers, and of 
the Devils Malicious ſubrilty in procuring their 
deſtruftion. 

13. Natholocus King of Scotland, ſent a great 
Favourite of his to inquire of a Famous Witch, 
what ſhou'd be the ſucceſs of a War he had in 
Hand, and abour other things concerning his 
own Perſon and State: To whom ſhe anſwer'd, 
that Nathalocus (a) ſhou'd not live long, and 
that he ſhou'd be Kill'd by ſome of his own 
Servants; and being farther urg'd to tell by 
whom, ſhe fayd, that the Meſſenger bimſeif 
ſhou'd Kill him; who tho he departed from her 
with great diſdain, and even revil'd her, pro- 
teſting that he wou'd ſuffer ten thouſand Deaths 
rather than he wou'd do it; yet at his return, 
thinking better upon the matter, and imagining 
by the Devils ſuggeſtion, that the King might 
come to know by one means or other, the 
Witches Anſwer, and ſuſpe&t him ever after, or 
perhaps make him away, reſoly'd to Kill him; 
which he preſently after perform'd: Wherein we 
may ſee the Craft and Malice of the Devil, who 
thirſting after Man's Blood and Perdition, fram'd 
ſuch an Anſwer to his Meſſenger, as he thoughr 
moſt likely to move him to the Murder of Natha- 
locus, who ſent him; which alſo God of his 
Juſtice permitted for the juſt puniſhment of the 
linful and wicked Curioſity of Nathalocus, in 


{a) Heflor Boeath, li, 65 
| ſeck- 
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ſeeking to know his ſecret Judgments, by ſuch 


unſawtul means. 

19. Wherefore I ſhall conclude this Point, 
with the Counſel of, the Preacher in the Holy 
Scripture, who ſays, (a) Search not after things 
higher than thy ſelf, but always think of thoſe things 
which Ged has commanded thee, neither be thou curi- 
ous in proing into many of his Works, for 'tis not 
neceſſary for thee to ſee theſe things which are 
hid. Whereby the curiofity of Men, in fearch- 
ivg into the fecrers of God, is very much 
blam'd. 

20, But now to return to the matter which I 
had in Hand, it appears ſuthctently by what I 
have hyd, not only how dangerous it is, for Men 
to be curious to know God's udgments by un- 
lawtul means, but alſo how vain and frivolous 
Man's inventions are, when he ſeeks to crols, 
or fruſtrate the Will of God; which is not to 
be overturn'd by Force, nor to be avoided by 
Policy; but is only exorable and flexible by 
Prayer and Pennance; by which means God's 
Mercy has been often, and no doubt is Daily 
moy'd, to reverſe the rigorous Sentences of his 

aſtice, giv'n againſt Sinners: Whereof we have 
exawples 1 in the Ninivits (b) whom God deter- 
min'd to deſtroy, and yet ſpar'd for their Repen- 
tance; and in Achab King of Iſrael, (c) who 
having receiv'd Sentence of the deſtruction of his 
whole: Family, from the Mouth of the Prophet, 
by Py and Repentance, obtain'd the 


4) Eccli, 31» (+) loan z (ec) Reg. ur- 
deferring 
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deferring of it, in reſpe&t whereof God fayd to 
Elias. (a) Becauſe he has humbl'd himſelf for my 
ſake, I will not inflit the puniſhment of his Sin 
upon his Houſe in his Days, but in the Days of 
his Son. (b) Alſo Exzechias being Sick, and 
admonith'd from Almighty God by the Propher, 
that he ſhou'd Die of that Diſeaſe, obtain'd by 
Prayers and Tears, nor only preſent recovery, 
bur alſo prolongation of Life for fifteen Years ; 
as I have fignift'd before, (c) where I have by 
many examples, {hew'd the admirable effet of 
Prayer and Spiritual means, for the remedy of 
the neceflities of Princes; and therefore (hall 
ſpeak no farther thereof in this place. 

21. But. ſays the Polititian, how many have 
Pray'd when they have been brought to extremi- 
ties, and have had no-help2 When ſome others 
by ſome Perjury, Murther, -or other ſuch like mif- 
chief have conlery'd their States. 

22. Whereunto I Anſwer, that the Queſtion 
here, as I have before infinuated, is not of the 
event and ſucceſs of Mens Actions, which is only 
in the Hand of God, and diſpos'd by him accor- 
ding to his ſecret Judgments, bur of the likely- 
hood and probability of h:Ip in extremities, by 
the one means, or by the other; for I cou'd 
alſo with much more reaſon demand, how many 
have perilh'd by wicked Policies? Whereas infi- 
nite others have conlerv'd themſelves, and their 
States by having recourſe to God, and Godly means; 
of both which ſorts, I have alledg'd many re- 


{4) 4 Reg.1o. (b) Num. x, 6. 7. To, 13+ 14 23s 
25- & 28, ue 8 @ % (Cc) Tom, 1,ch,ts, & 11 
mark- 
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markable Examples throu'out this whole 
mo 

. Bur that which I wiſh ſhou'd be obſerv'd for 
Fu Be explication of this matter, 1s, that 
God do's ſometimes abſolutely determine to de- 
ſtroy a Prince or State; as when he ſayd of the 
People of fuda, thar th6 Moyſes and Samuel 
ſhou'd Pray for 'em he wou'd not ſpare 'em : 
And ſometimes again he abſolutely derermin's to 
conſerve a State for a time ; as when he pro- 
mis'd Jehu, that his Poſterity ſhou'd Sit in his 
Seat till the fourth Generation. (4a) In the 
firſt caſe tho neither good nor bad Policy, nor 
even Prayer can conſerve the State (I mean when 
God abſolutely determin's to deſtroy it ) yet "ris 
to be underſtood that wicked Policy may throu' 
the ſeverity of God's Juſtice, accelerate and aggra- 
vate the threaten'd calamity ; whereas good Policy 
joyn'd with confidence in God, and pure Devo- 
tion, may move his Drvine Majeſty, ro execute 
his Judgments, with much more Mercy; and ro 
turn all the Temporal afflition of the Prince 
to his Eternal good; which in that caſe, were 
the greateſt benefit that cou'd be defird, as I 
{hall declare hereafter. (b) 

24. In the ſecond caſe, I mean when God 
abſolutely determin's to conſerve a Stare, tis not 
to be doubred but that wicked Policy may by 
God's permiſſion, be a means thereof, and farther 
the execution of his ſecret Judgments, tho 
nevertheleſs the Prince that ſhou'd practiſe the 


(a) Ierem.rs, 4 Reg. 1, (b) Infra num. 31. 
32s OY 33e 


ſame 


Part, 2. Policy and Religion, 2,7 


ſame ſhou'd, commir a notorious folly, . becauſe 
he might in thar caſe maintain his State by lawful 
and good Policy, with lels danger, and much more 
benefir both to himſelf and others. And this I ſay, 
becauſe God uſes many times the wicked Policies 
of Men, for the conſervation of States, when 
his abſolute Will is to maintain 'em; which 
nevertheleſs he wou'd conſerve by the means of 
their lawful and good Policies, if the fault were 
not in themſelves, To which purpoſe 'tis ro be 
underſtood , that Almighty God, having giv'n 
freedom of Will ro Man, for ſuch cauſes as I 
have before declar'd, (a) do's not neceſſitate, 
or force Man's Will, but uſes it as it is, 
moving it always to good, and yet ſerving 
himſelt of it, be it good or bad, for his 
own Glory, and the accompliſhment of his 
Will. 

25. Wherefore I ſay, that whenſoever he 
conſerves the States of Princes, by means of 
their bad Wills, and wicked policies, he wou'd 
much rather work the fame effe&t by their good 
Wills, and lawful endeavours, it they them- 
ſelves wou'd ; yea and even yield 'em withal, nor 
only Temporal bur alſo Eternal Rewards for rhe . 
ſame: Whereas on the other fide tho he ſuffers 
their wicked Policies ro have good faccels for a 
time, fo long I mean, as he intends to conſerve 
their States, during which time they cannot by 
any Errors or folly of theirs overthrow 'em, yer 
he commonly puniihes 'em for ir in the end, 


I 
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not only Eternally, if they Repent nor; but 
alſo Temporally, either in their Perſons or 
States, or at leaſt in their Children and Poſteri- 
ty: As 'tis evident in the wicked Tyrants men- 
tion'd in the laſt Chapter; (4) who tho they 
proſper'd for a while, yer at length periſh'd mi- 
ferably, throu' God's Juftice: And thoſe few of 
'em which eſcap'd Temporal puniſhment in their 
own Perſons, left rheir Children engag'd to pay 
their debr by their utter ruin, 

26. Beſides 'tis to be confider'd, that a wicked 
Policy throu' God's permifſion, as I have fayd, 
(b) may ſome way benefit the Stare, and help 
ro uphold ir for a time ; and yet draw God's 
Wrath and Vengeance upon it fome other way; 
whereby it will nor only periſh in the end, but 
alſo in the mean time be miſerably afflicted : 
As the uſe of unwholefome Mears gives the 
Body ſtrength, and nourifhes ir for a time, and 
yet ſo corrupts it, that it periſhes much the 
ſooner, and Is in the mean time repleniſh'd with 
Diſeaſes, ' 

27. This was manifeſt in the Kingdom, and 
Kings of Iſrael: For whereas they all continu'd 
the wicked Policy of Jerdboam, their firſt Prede- 
ceflor, for the conſervation of their State, to wit 
their Idolatry and Schiſm, which was firſt begun 
by Jeroboam (c) for reaſon of State ; 'tis not to 
be doubted, that Almighty God, having deter- 
min'd to maintain that Kingdom for ſome time, 
permitted that wicked Policy to have the eftect, 


(a) Tom. 2. ch. 7. nu, 25 36-37- ©c (b) Ibid. 
HUME 42: $3e FC (c) 3 Reg. I2» 
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for which it was devis'd; thats to ſay, to divert 
the people from going to the Temple in feruſe- 
lm, (4) and conſequently from returning to 
the Obedicace of the Kings of Judas: And yet 
nevertheleſs he puniſh'd the ſame very ſeverely, 
ſometimes in the Princes, and ſometimes in the 
State, as 'tis evident in the Holy Scriptures ; 
where it appears that not only Jeroboam (b) him- 
ſelf was ſtrucken by the Hand of God, and all 
his Children deſtroy'd for the ſame, bur alfo all 
the Kings his Succeſlors Dy'd viotent Deaths ; 
either the Farher or the Son, excepting the Chil- 
dren and Poſterity of Tehu, (c) who were pri- 
viledg'd, as 1 have fayd (before, tor four Deſcents 
| wherein 'tis alſo to be noted, thar during the 
time of the priviledge granted to their Perſons, 
their States were miſerably afflicted for the con- 
tinuance of that wicked Policy, th6 not over- 
thrown; by reaſon of the Covenant which God 
had made with Abraham, Iſaac and 7acob; for 
which , ſays the Scripture, (4) God wou'd not 
de[roy them, mor utterly caſt 'em off as yet, tho 
ar length he gave the Kings their Succeflors , 
and all the people into the Hands of the Kings 
of Aſſjria (e) to perpetual Caprtiviry for 
the continual pradtiſc of the fame finful 
Policy. 

28, Thus then we ſee, how wicked Policy 
may by God's permiſſion ſome way help .to the 
conſeryation of State, ſo long as God has ordain'd 


(a) 3Rep. zz, (b) x» Paral. ca. vz, 3 Reg. 150 
(c] 4 Rrg.10. &@ 15« @ Reg.iz, & I4 {4) 4 Reg. 
I+ (ec) 4 Reg. 1z, 
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that the State ſhall ſtand, and yet may in the 
mean time, throu' God's Juſtice, procure the 
Calamity of the Prince and State ſome other 
way, and the deſtruction of both in the 
end, 

29. But now 'tis to be confider'd; that the 
- Will and Determination of Almighty God, to | 
deſtroy or conſerve States, is not always ſo abſo- 
Jute, but that he may be mov'd by the Merits 
or Demerits of Men to uphold the State, which 
he meant to deſtroy; and to deſtroy that which 
he meant to uphold. He determin'd as I fayd 
before, to deſtroy the Ninivits, (a) and all the 
Family of Achab (b) for their Sins; and de- 
nounc'd his Will unto them by his Prophets, 
and yet he conlerv'd the one, and deferred the 
execution of the other for ſometime, in reſpect 
of their Humility and Repentance. On the other 
fide, God promis'd to David (c) that the King- 
dom of Iuda ſhou'd remain for ever in his Poſte- 
rity, if they ſervd him, and kept his Com- 
mandments; tho in reſpet of his promiſe, and 
for Davids fake, he conſerv'd it in his time, and 
after ir, (d) for many Generations, and divers 
times defended it from Forraign Enemies; yer at 
length utterly deſtroy'd ir for the Sins of 
it's Kings and People. So that we ſee in 
both theſe caſes, that good Policy aſſiſted with 
Prayer, and Spiritual - help, may be a ſpecial 
means to uphold and maintain the State and 
wicked Policy, as alſo all kind of Sin, be a 


(a) loan. (b).3 Reg. 21. (c) Pſal. nz, 
{d) iReg-7, 3 Regetr Paralezt, (e) 4 _ 
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chief or rather. the only means to overthrow 
it. 

20. Wherefore, foraſmuch as the Judgments 
of God are ſecret, and not ordinarily known but 
by the effect, his Infinite Wiſdom having fo 
ordain'd, to the end we may thexeby the better 
know, and acknowledge our dependance on his 
Will, it behoves Princes, yea and all other 
Men in all dangers and extremities, ro imitate 
the Holy and Prudent King David, whom I the 
rather propoſe for an example ro Princes in' this 
Point; becauſe the wicked Machjiavel moſt fallely, 
and prophanly makes him a Pattern for a Tyranr, 
as I will more fully declare in the next Chapter, 
where I (hall confure Machiavels impious, and 
ablurd Calumniation againſt him and Mozſ:s in 
that behalf; and evidently ſhew that they were 
both of 'em, the true Mirrour of Princely Per- 


| fetion : (a4) And in the mean time concern- 


ing King Dayid, and the mattcr in hand, 'tis to 
be conlider'd, that when his wicked Son Abſalon 
roſe againſt him, and forc'd him to fly with a 
few out of Jeruſalem bare Headed, bare Footed 
and Weeping; he acknowledg'd it to be a juit 
puniſhment of God for his Sins: And as on the 
one fide, he us'd all Human diligence ro defend 
himſelf, and to diſcover and diſſtpate the deligns 
of his Enemies; fo alſo on the other fide, he 
ſought to move Almighty God to Mercy by 


| Prayer, Patience and Retignation of his Will ro 


God's, ſaying to Sade the Pricſt; 1f 1 find favor 


(«) Tom, $+ h, 9, num, 13, 
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in the Sight of God, he will reſtore me, but if 
he ſays unto me, thou do'ﬆ not pleaſe or content me, 
'1 am neady to Obey him, let him do with me 
whatſoever it ſhall pleaſe him. Moreover, he 
not only avoided all unlawful Policies that might 
offend God, but alſo forbore to take a juſt Re- 
venge of the injury done him by Semei, whoſe 
reproachful Speeches and Maledictions he patient- 
ly ſuffer'd, as juſtly permitted by Almighty God 
for his puniſhmenr, ſaying to Abiſai who wou'd 
have Kill'd Semei ; Let him rail againſt me , for 
perhaps our Lord may behold my afjliction, and ren- 
der me good this Day for his Malediion. Such 
was the Religions Humility of the Wiſe and 
Valiant King in this his great affliction, which 
was (o grateful ro Almighty God, that he gave 
him a. great Victory, and reſtor'd him to his for- 
mer Peace and Dignity. - 

21. The like Humility, Patience and Refig- 
nation of Will, he {Hhew'd alſo in other occa- 
ſions, even when he found not that Mercy and 
favor at God's Hands which he expeted. When 
the Prophet Nathan had. fignift'd unto him the 
Will of God, for the Death of his Child in the 
Cradle, in puniſhment of his Adultery and Ho- 
micide; (4) he never ceas'd to Crave his Mer- 
cy for the Life of his Son with continual Prayer, 
Tears and Faſting, ſhurt-up in.his Chamber, and 

roſtrate upon the ground for ſome Days, after 
his Son fell Sick; not omitting any other law- 
ful means for his Recovery, until he underſtood 


( a) 2 Reg. Is 
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by his Servants that he was Dead ; and then ſee- 
ing by the effe&t, what was the Will of God, he 
moſt humbly contented himſelf therewith, 
Waſh'd and Anointed himſelf, chang'd his Ap- 

are], went to the Houſe of God to Pray, re- 
freſh'd himſelf with Meat, and was in ſuch Con- 
ſolation, that he comforted Berſabe his Wife and 
all his Family; ſaying unto them, when they 
ask'd him why he was fo ſorrowful whilſt the 
Child was alive, and found ſuch a comfort now he 
was Dead; (a) 1 Fafted, ſays he, and Wepr whilſt 
he Liv'd; becauſe I knew not whether God wou'd 
grant me his Life, or mo; but now that he is 
Dead, why ſhoud I afflik my ſelf any longer? 
As if he wou'd ſay, now that I ſee whar 1is-the 
Will of God, whar ſhou'd I do elſe, but acco- 
modate my elf to it, and rejuyce in the ac- 
compliſhment thereof. 

22. Thus fayd, and did, this Holy Kivg 
and Propher, and ſo ſhowd all Kings and Prin- 
ces ſay, and do in like caſes, imploring the 
Favor and Mercy of God , whilſt they can have 
any hope; ſaying allo with Job: (b) Altho he 
Kill me 1 will hope in him, not omitting any 
lawful policy or diligence which can be us, to 
rocure a remedy; and contenting themlclves 
with Ged's Will in the ſucceſs, whatſoever ic be, 
acknowledging his Juſtice therein. Whereotf 1 
have before alledg'd an extraordinary example in 
Mauritius the Emperor, (c) who having under- 
ſtood God's Will, concerning the loſs of his Life 


(a) 2 Reg.12.22,23z (db) Iob, xz.15; (c} Tom. x, 
chap. 35» nuttie Jo, | ; 
Q_2. and 
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and Empire, by means of Phocas for the puniſh- 
ment and ſatisfaction of his Sins in this Life; 
labor'd neverthelcts by continual Prayer, and all 
kind of Devotion, to pacifie the Wrath of 
God; ufing alſo all lawful policy and diligence, 
ro prevent the danger, and to defend himſelf 
againſt Phocas, (a) and in the end when no- 
thing cou'd prevail, and that he ſaw himſelf in 
the Hands of his Enemy, and his Children 
KilPd before his Face, he humbly acknowledg'd 
the Juſtice of God, often repeating theſe words 
of the Plalmiſt; (6b) Thou art juſt O Lord, and 
thy judoments are Tight. 

32. We Read allo the like, of the Holy and 
Pious, tho moſt unfortunate King Henry the VI. 
who having joyn'd all lawful policy wich Prayer, 
and other Spirirual means, for the Conſervation 


of his State; and finding no remedy thereby, 


attributed all his Calamity, as Polidore witneſſes, 
(c) ro the juſt puniſh:nent of God for his Sins, 
and the Sins of his Anceſtors; tho his own 
Vertue, or rather Innocency was ſuch, that if 
God had not, as it may be prefum'd, irreyo- 
cably Decreed, tro lay the Temporal penalty of 
ſome Sins of his Anceſtors upon him, it might 
have obtain'd God's favor towards him, as well 
Temporally for the Conſervation of his State, 
as it did Spiritually for his Eternal Glory ; teſti- 
i'd by ſo many remarkable Miracles, thar King 
Henry the VII. demanded his Canonization of 
Pope Julins the II. and. had obtain'd ir, had he 


(a) Zonare Arunal, To, 3, in Mauritius, (bY Paul, 
Diaco, libei7, Plal, 2r8,1;370 ( c) Polid, lib, 23, 
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not Dy'd before it was effected: Whereby 
it appears how admirable is the effet of 
Prayer , Humility and Rc<fignation of Will, 
to the Will of God, when he do's ab- 
ſolutely determine to deſtroy] a Prince , 
whoſe Temporal loſs of a Trantitory State ſub- 
ject to all Miſery, is thereby recompenc'd with 
an incomparable gain of Eternal felicity ; whereas 
by wicked policy he can neither conſerve the one, 
nor gain the other, bur ſhall paſs. from one 
Miſery to another incomparably greater; that is 
ro fay, from a Temporal Calamity, to unſpeak- 
able and everlaſting Torments. 
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CHAP. IX 


A Confutation of Machiavels Impudent and 
Impions Calumntation of the Holy Prophets 
and Princes, Moyles and David ; Whom 
he mates Patterns of Cruelty and Tyranny ; 
Whereas they Were true Mirrours of Juſtice, 
Piety, Vertue, and all Princely Perfedtion; 
laftly, certain concluſions are drawn out of 
the whole Treatiſe. | 


David for a pattern to Princes in their Ca- 

lamities, as alſo I have ellewhere done the 

like upon other occaſions, in reſpe&t of 
his excellent Vertues; and therefore, forafmuch 
as Machiavel do's moſt Impudently and Impioully 
Calumniate not only him, but alſo Moyſes, pro- 
poling 'em ro his Tyrant for Examples to move 
him to Cruelty and Impiety; I think good in 
this Jaſt Chapter, as well to clear 'em from that 
Imputation, as alſo to make it evident, that they 
were, as I may fay, the perfect Models, by 
which all Wiſe and Vertuous Princes ought to frame 
their Lives' and Actions, for the benefit of 
their Subjects, and their own Honor and 
Security, 


1 N the precedent Chapter I propos'd Holy 
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2. Firſt rhen concerning Moyſes, whereas Ma- 
chiavel affirms, that the Wiſe and Arttentive 
Reader. of Scripture, will eaſily perceive, thar 
Moyſes did Eſtabliſh his Dominion with infinite 
Slaughters of Men; the contrary of which is fo 
evident in Scripture, that any Man cannot bur 
wonder at the Monſtrous Impudency of Machiavel 
in abuſing the ſame, ſeeing that it teſtifies ex- 
preſly of Moyſes that he was, (a) The Meekeft 
Man, above all that then Liy'd upon the Emth, 
which may alſo be prov'd by ſo many Examples 
throu'out the whole courſe of his Government; 
that whoſoever Reads the ſame, if he be Wiſe 
and Atrentive, will not ſay as Machiavyel do's; 
bur tho he {[Hou'd be never ſo ſimple or ſupinely neg- 
ligent in noteing what he Reads, yet he will not be 
of Machiayels Opinion, but will fee that Moyſes was 
as free from all Vice, Ambition and Tyran- 
ny, as Machiavel was from Vertue, Piety and 
Truth. 

3. For Moyſes did not only thrice refuſe the 
Government of the people, when offer'd him by 
Almighty God himſecit; bur alſo having accept- 
ed it out of Obedience only, and not out of 
Ambirion, did ſo manage it, that he ſhew'd 
himſelf no leſs Prudent, Juit and Valiant, than 
Religious and Pious ; and being . by Office not 
only a King, but alſo a Pricſt, he did -ſo per- 
fetly joyn the Contemplative Life with the 
Adive, that he fully diſcharg'd his Duty in 
both, as Saint Gregory well oblery'd, in theſe 


(a) Num. 18 3« | 
Q 4 words, 
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words. (a)' Moyſes, fays he, do's often go in 
and out of the Tabernacle; and as within he is 
raviſh'd with Contemplation , ſo abroad be is preſs'd 
with the affairs and buſineſs of the weak ; within, 
he conſiders the ſccrets of God ; abroad, he bears the 
burthens of, Carnal Men ; alſo in all doubtful matters 
he has recourſe to the Tabernacle, and Conſults. with 
God before the A1k of the Teſtament; giving an ex- 
e{lent Example to all Governors, that when they 
have any doubt how to diſpeſe of Forraign Affairs , 
they may retire within - themſelves, as 'twere, into the 
Tabernacle, and Conſult with our Lord, as "before the 
Ark of the Teſtament. | 

4. Bur to come to the point of Machiavels 
Calumniation, touching the many Slaughters and 
Murders commitred by Moyſes; what other 
cou'd rhey be which Machiayel means, bur the 
Death of thoſe twenty-three thouſand Men, who 
were Kill'd by the Commandment of Moyſes for 
Adoring the Golden Calf? (b) Wherein 'tis 
evident by the reſtimqny of the Holy Scripture, 
that Moſes did not intend either the Revenge of 
any injury done to himſelt, - or the carrying on of 
any Ambitions deſign , or defire of his own, 
but the fatisfation of God's Juſtice , ſhewing 
himſelf therein tro be no leſs Pious, than pru- 
denr, in ſeeking by the puniſhment of ſome, ro 
avert the Wrath of God from the reſt of the 
people; and to deliver 'em from utter ſubverſion 
and ruin, which God had threaten'd 'em, and 
they juſtly deſerv'd for their horrible Ingratitude 
and Idolatry. | 


(4) Greg de paſt, curq par, ca,sgi (b) Exod. 3206. 
5. And 
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5- And this, I fay, Moyſes endavor'd to pro- 
cure, partly by. the execution of Juſtice upon 
ſome, and partly by his Prayers co Almighty 
God for the reſt; but by what manner of Prayer 
did he do this? Truly, by ſuch as cannot but move 
us to wonder, at the great excels of his Charity ; 
(4) © Lord, ſays he, either forgive them this 
fault, or if thou dſt not, blot me out of the Bock 


. thou haſt Written. O admirable Prayer ! O ſtu- 


pendious Charity, and Love of a Prince rowards 
his Subjects ! Whoſe Salvation he ſo much de- 
{ir'd, that he did not defire ro be Sav'd himſelf, 
it they periſh'd. Whereupon Saint Chryſoftom 
ſays, (b) Moyles Lov'd ſo many thouſands of Men, 
more than a Father Loyes his Children; for there was 
never yet any Father, that defird to periſh for his 
Children; eſpecially not having himſelf any way 
offended. : | 

6. But of this fact of Moyſes Saint Gregory 


| Diſcourſes excellently well. (b) Moyſes, ſays he, 


ſo Loy'd 'em, whom he Govern'd, that for them he 


ſpar d mot himſelf, and yet ſo puniſh'd the Offence of 


thoſe whom he Loy'd, that he wou'd not ſpare 'em, 
even when God ſpard 'em , ſhewing himſelf” hercin 
both a wiſe Legate, and an admirable Mediator ; He 
pleaded the Peoples Canſe with God by Prayer, and 
God's Cauſe with the People by the Sward; for Love- 
ing 'em interiorly, he temper d God's Wrath by his 
Prayers for 'em; and uſing ſeverity outwardly, he ex- 
piared their Offence by puniſhing 'em; and therefore 
Almighty God did the ſooner hear him, Praying for 


(a) Exod. 3rs 32. (b) 8, Chryſo$t, de Divis 
Provid, lib. zz (c) S.Greg,incz8. lob, lib, 20s C8. 
| the 
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the People, becauſe he ſaw that he wou'd execute ju- 
ftice, as well as ach mercy for 'em; ſo that Moyles 
temper d his Government in ſuch ſort, that there nei- 
ther wanted Diſcipline nor Correction in his Mercy, nor 
Mercy in his Diſcipline. 

7. But how great the Charity and Love of 
Moſes was towards the people, and his Autho- 
rity with Almighty God; may ſufficiently appear, 
by his fo tying the Hands of God's Juſtice, as 1 
may ſay, that they cou'd not take revenge upon 
the people; for when God requeſted him, thar he 
wou'd ſuffer him utterly to aboliſh and extinguiſh 
'em, and promis'd him alſo greater Dignities and 
Honors, the better to move him thereunto; yet 
neither their ingratitude towards himſelf, nor the 
hope of greater Dignity and Dominion, nor yet 
the Authority of God's requeſt, cou'd induce 
| him to abandon 'em. (a) Suffer me, lays 

Almighty God, to extend my Wrath upon 'em , 
that I may extinguiſh 'em, and 1 will make thee 
Prince of a great Nation; but what did Moyſes 
do? He Prayd unto his Lord God, and lefis not ff 
Praying tall our Lord was pacifi d. 

8. This did Moyfes not only when the peop'e 
-offended God, but alſo when they Rebvell'd and 
Confpir'd againſt himſelf; for tho his Zeal to 
God's Honor and Service, was ſuch, that he 
wou'd not ſuffer their Offences to God, to pals 
unpuniſh'd, yet he ſuffer'd with a great deal of 
patience their injuries done to himſelf; inſomuch 


thar when Almighty God Reveng'd his Caule 


(a4) Exod, ubi ſup. 


upon 
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upon 'em, and puniſh'd 'em for the ſame, he 
ſought to pacifie his Divine Majeſty towards 'em, 
by all the means he was able. As when upon 
the return of the Spy's from the Land of Chanaan, 
the ungrateful and inconfiderate people diſtruſt- 
ing God's Oracles and Promiles, not only Mur- 
mur'd againſt Moyſes and Aaron, but allo relolv'd 
co return to Z#gypt, and to chooſe another Cap- 
rain Governor to conduct 'em thither; Almighty 
God fayd unto Moyſes, (a) I will ſtrike this 
Peaple with a Peſtilence, and deftroy them ; but 
Moyſes inſtantly crav'd pardon of God for 'em, 
and never ceas'd till God Anſwer'd him; I have 
forgotten 'em according to thy word, (b) 

9. Moreover, when Core and his Fellows , 
pretending to make a Rebellion, incens'd the 
people againſt him and Aaron, by railing againſt 'em, 
and reviling 'em moſt opprobrioully ; he neither 
defir'd the Death, nor the puniſhment of any 
of 'em, but complaining only of their ingrati- 
rude towards him, and calling God to witneſs, 
that he had neither taken ſo much as an Als from 
any of 'em, nor done 'em the leaſt wrong or 
injury in the World, he left the matter to God's 
Judgment and Determination, ſaying, (c) To 
Morrow God will jake it known who belong to him, 
and whoſoever he ſhall chooſe, he ſhall be Holy ; 
and when the manifeſt Plague and puniſhment of 
God fell upon. 'em, the Earth open'd, and fwal- 
low'd up the chief Conſpirators, together with 
their Afociat's, yet nevertheleſs the Sedition, 


(4) Num, 14.1: (5) Num. r4, 20, (c) Num 
IG, Se 


and 
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and Tumult of the people increas'd the Day fol- 
lowing in ſuch a manner, that Moyſes and Aaron 
were fain to Fly to the Tabernacle, Almighty 
God bidivg 'em depart from amidſt the people; 
becauſe he woud now utterly deſtroy them with 
Fire, which already began to conſume 'em. 

10. But Mozſes was to far from ſeeking Re- 
verge for their ingratitude, thar he nor 
only lay ſtill proftrate upon the Earth , Pray- 
ing. to Almighty God for 'em, bur alſo caus'd 
Aaron to take the Cenſors, and offer Incenſe 
for the Remiſhon of their Sins, whereby the 
Fire ceas'd, And finally, when God puniſh'd 
'em alſo afterwards with Firy Serpents, for Mur- 
muring againſt Moyſes, he obtain'd' for 'em a 
remedy and releaſe of their puniſhment, (4a) 
Moyfes Pray d, ſays the Scripture, for the People, 
and God ſayd unto him, make a Brazen Serpent, and 
ſer it up for a Sign, and whoſceyer, that is ſirucken, 
ſhall behold it, Jhall Live. 

11. I omit many other manifeſt Examples and 
Arguments of® Moyſes's great Piety, Charity and 
Love towards the people, fince thele are fujhict- 
ent to ſhew the impiety and abſurdity of Machia- 
vel, in charging him with Cruelty and Tyranny ; 
whereas 'tis moſt evident, that he being the true 
Type and Figure of our Saviour himſelf, (6b) 
was not only moſt Humble and Meek, bur allo 
adorn'd with all other Vertue, and with far 
greater priviledges of Nature and Grace, than 
ever any Man had beſides himſelf; for he was a 


(4) Num, ut. 5. 8, {b) Heb, 3» S. Aug. Ser, 49s 


de Yerbis Domimni. 
Supream 


Part. 2. Policy and Religion, 243 


Supream and Soveraign Prince, as well Eccleſi- 
aſtical as Temporal; a moſt Famous and Wor- 
thy Law-maker; and a moſt Valiant and Invin- 
cible Captain in War; no leſs admirable for his 
Supernatural and Miraculous Works, than re- 
nown'd for his Natural Gifts of Valour, Wit- 
dom, and all kind of Knowledge, both Human 
and Divine; being not only an excellent Poer, 
and the Ancient'ſt for ought we know, that ever 
Writ, bur alſo an eminent Philoſopher, a pro- 
found Divine, as Saint Auſtin calls him, (a) 
and as Philo fays, a moſt sKkilful Phyſician of 
Souls : Finally, he was a moſt Divine Prophet 
ſo grateful and acceptable to Almighty God, thar 
he Convers'd with him, Face 7 Face, and faw 
God, ſays the Scripture ; (b) Manifeſily and 
not by Figures, or Repreſentations, as other Pro- 
phets did. 

12. In which reſpe&t the Holy Ghoſt ſays 
worthily of him in Ecclefiaſticus, (c) Moyſes was 
Beloy'd of ' God and Man, whoſe Memogy is Bleſid; 
God made him like to his Saints in ohh , and Mag- 
nifrd him in the fear of his Enemies, and tam'd Mon- 
fters by his words; he glorifed him in the. fight of 
Kings and commended him in the Preſence of his 
People, and ſhew'd him his Glory; he made him 
Holy in Faith and Meekneſ5, and choſe him out of all 
Fleſh. This teſtimony the Holy Scripture gives of 
Moyſes; whereby it may appear how free he was 
from that Ambition, Tyranny and Cruelty, which 
Machiavel moſt wickedly imputes unto him. 


(a) $S. Aug. de Civit, lib. 18, cas 37. (b) Num. 
12, 3, (c} Eccleſi. 45: 3 2, 3» | 


12. Who 
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13. Who 1s no leſs falſe and impious in his 
Fiction of the like Cruelty and Tyranny in the 
Holy King David, whom he is not aſham'd to 
compare and couple with the wicked King Philip 
of Macedon, for Tyrannical Government : And 
the better to cover his abſurd Ly with ſome 
ſhew of Scripture, he fooliſhly applys to him 
that which the Bleſſed Virgin Mary fayd of Al- 
mighty God himſelf, that (a) He fild the 
Hungry with good things, and ſent the Rich away 


empty; and whereas the Holy Scripture teſtifies 


of David, that (b) God ſought a Man for himſelf, 
according to his Heart: And that David (c) Had 
God always before his Eyes; that (d) He Lov'd the 
Commandments of God above Gold and Precious Stones ; 
that he us'd (e) Twice at Midnight to confeſs the 
Name of God ; that he (f) Piay'd to God ſeven 
times in the Day; that he Efteew'd all Human help 
ro be Vain; (g) and therefore repos'd his whole 
truſt and confidence in Almighty God; (h) call- 
ing him his Yope, his Rock, his Stay, his Shield, 
his ' Buckler, his Refuge. 

14. Moreover, he alſo joyn'd the Prudence of 
rhe Serpent, with the Simplicity of the Dove, I 
mean true Reaſon of State, with Religion and 
Piety, (7) fo that he made a perfe&t temperature 
and mixture of 'em both, having recourſe in all 
occaſions to the Prieſts and Prophets, to under- 
ſtand by them God's Holy Will: And when the 
ſame was not manifeſted unto him by them, he 


| (a) Luc.r.sz, (6b) rReg.nirg. (c) Pſal. 15s 
8. (d) Pſal. 27. (e) Plal. ns. (f) Ibid. 


(2) Plal.59, (b) Plal,19- @ 143, (#) t _—_ 
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made uſe not only of his own prudence, but alſo 
of the advice of his Wiſe Counſellors, yet in 
ſuch ſort, that he always acknowledg'd as well 
the direction, as the ſucceſs of all his Conſulta- 
tion and Actions, to proceed wholly from the 
Providence and W1ll of God: (a)- And ſuch was 


' the reſpe@ and reverence he bore to God's Pro» 


phets, that he punCctually obey'd 'em when they 
either advis'd, admoniſh'd, or reprehended him : 
(b) And when he chanc'd by Human frailty to 
offend God, his Repentance was ſuch, that he 
our'd fourth ſtreams of Tears, (c) and as he 
witnefles himſelf, with them he waſh'd his 
Bed, and Water'd his Wine: I have labord, (lays 
he, in my Sorrow, 1 will Night by Night waſh my 
Bed with Tears; (d) in another place, I did Eat 
Ajhes as Bread , and I mixed my Drink with 
Tears. (e) 

15. Finally, the Scripture teſtifies of him, that 
He did judgment and juStice to all: his People; (f) 
joyning always Mercy with Juſtice, Lenity with 
Gravity, and an affable Benignity with Kingly 
Majeſty ; ſhewing himſelf in all occaſions a true 
Father to his people, in Peace moſt Prudent, in 
War moſt Valiant and Invincible, in Adverfity 
Conſtant and Magnanimous, in Proſperity Hum- 


'ble and Meek, in both Fortunes moſt Moderate 


and Wiſe, a moſt excellent Pfalmiſt, a Divine 
Prophet, and a moſt Holy, Juſt and Wile King; 
who having Raign'd forty Years, and . propagated 
the bounds of his Kingdom on all fides, and no 


(a) 2 Reg. I*. (b) 3 Reg.n. (c) PTal. 118, 
(d) Plal. 6, (e) Plal- xox. (Ff) 2 Rego, . 
leſs 
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leſs piouſly than wiſely diſpos'd of all things, as 
well concerning God's Service, as his own Tem- 

oral State, as the Scripture ſays, (a) He Dyd 
in &4 good Old Age, full of Days, Riches and © 
Glory. 

16. Who now ſees not, the execrable wicked- 
neſs and impudency of Machiavel2 Who durſt match 
this moſt Holy and Prudent King, with Philip King 
of Macedon; a moſt perfidious Tyrant, and per- 
jur'd Parricide; hatetul ro God and Man; and 
therefore worthily Slaughter'd in the end by his 
own Subjects. And if any Man obje&t unto me 
the Murther committed by .Dayids Order, upon 
the perſon of Vrias, and his Adultery with Berſabe, 
« he is to underſtand, that there's not any Ex- 
ample in all the Holy Scriptures more fit to 
confute the impious Doctrine of Machiavel, or to 
withdraw Princes from Sin and wickedneſs : See- 
ing that the grievous penalty due to Sin, and the 
rigour of God's Juſtice, is moſt manyeſtly dii- 
cover'd therein. 

17. For who is ſo wretchleſs in Reading the 
Hiſtory of David, that ſeeing his Sin, he do's not 
alſo rake notice of the rigorous puniſhment there- 
of, by the untimely Death of his little Son, 
Dying in the Cradle;z (b) the Conſpiracy of his 
Son Abſalon, (c) who role againſt him; and nor 
only took upon him the Kingly Title, bur allo 
publickly diſhonor'd him in his Wives? (4d) 
Wherein the rigour andexactneſs of God's Juſtice 
may well be obſerv'd, ordaining the puniſhment 


(«) 2 Paral.z29, (b) z Regelzs, (Cc) Ibid, 15. 
'(4) Chap. 16. 
O 
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of David, correſpondent to his Sin, as the Pro- 
phet forerold him, faying in the perſon of God; 
(4) 1 will take away thy Wives in thy ſight , and 
1 will give *em to thy Neighbor, and he hall Sleep 
with 'em in the fight of this Sun. For thou haſt com- 
mitted thy Sin ſecretly, but 1 will do this in the 
fight of all Iſrael. | 
18. Farthermore, there's alſo a pitiful deſcrip- 
tion of his lamentable departure our of Jeruſalem, 
(b) when he fled bare foot, bare headed, ac- 
company'd with a mournful Troop ; lamenting 
with Tears, his and their own miſery : Beſides, 
the contumelious and reproachful Maledi&tions 
of Semei, (c) which he acknowledg'd, as a juſt 
uniſhment for his Sins, and therefore ſayd to 
a Soldier who wou'd have reveng'd his quarrel, 
Suffer him , to Curſe me according. to our 
Lord's Commandment, if perhaps our Lord may behold 
my Affliction. . Finally, there's alſo related the 
Cruel and Bloody Battle, wherein Abſalon with 
twenty thouſand Men, was Slain; and tho David 
had the Vidtory, yer he was ſo far from rejoy- 
cing or triumphing at ir, that he Jamentably be- 
 wail'd the Death of his wicked Son and Enemy 
Abſalon ; thinking himſelf more miſerable by his 
Victory in having loſt his Son, than'if he had 
himſelf been overcome by him; Now then, were 
not all theſe miſeries the woful fruits of Sin? And 
therefore whoſoever ſhall duly conſider the ſame, 
he muſt needs deteſt rhe impious and abſurd Do- 
drine of Machiavel, teaching that impiery may be 
profitable to a Prince. 
(4) 3 Regers, (6b) Chap, 1g, (c) Ibid. 
R 19, But 
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19. But if any Man will be ſo inconfiderate, 
as for this cauſe ro number David amongft wicked 
Princes, or to make him, as Machiavel do's, a 
pattern for a Tyrant, he is to underſtand, that 
this worthy Kings fall and infirmity in this point, 
is ſo' far from ſtaining or obſcuring the light of 
his Holy Life, that not unlike to a Shadow in a 
Picture, or a little Mole in a Beautiful Face, it 
makes it more Glorious; and a true Mirrour 
wherein Princes may ſee, not only the neceſlity 
of Vertue, 'and God's* Benedition for the Con- 
ſervation of their States; and the unſpeakable 
dammage - that happens thereunto - by Fin and 
Wickednefs; bur alfo the means how to remedy 
their Errors committed: by Human frailty : And 
laſtly, how neceflary it is for *em,, always to re- 
member and fear, as well their own infirmity, as 
the rigour of God's Juſtice in the puniſhment of 
Sin. | 
20. Therefore let all Kings and Princes, be 
they good or bad, contemplate and behold the 
exemplar Life of this Holy King; if good, ler 
em imitate his Religion, Piery, Juſtice, Valour, 
and other Vertues, that they may become better; 
and withal confidering their own infirmity, may 
ever fear a fall, and labor to prevent ics If 
bad, and fallen, thar. they may riſe again; and. 
as they have Sinn'd with him, fo they may alſo 
wich bim acknowledge, and bewaile their Sin; for 
many Prinees follow David in Sinning, and not 
in Repenting. Whereupon Saint Ambroſe ſays ex- 
cellently well; (a) David Sinn'd, as Kings are 
(4) De. Ambroſ.s, fpolog, ca. 4+ 
| wont 
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wont to do, but he did Penance, Wept and Mourn'd . 
for it, which Kings are not accuſtom'd to perform. 

21. Moreover, let Princes learn by him, to 

refer as he did, the common good of their Sub- 
jets, before chew own particular; who when he 
ſaw his Subjedts ſtrucken by the Argel for his 
Sins, exclaim'd, ſaying to Almighty God; (4) 
*Tis I O Lord, that have Sinwd, theſe who are 
only my Sheep, what have they done? 1 beſeech thee, 
let thy Hand be turu'd towards me, .and the Houſe of 
my Father. (b) 

22. Alſo let 'em learn by him that their Em- 
pires, Kingdoms and States, do not ftand by 
their own Force or Strength , or by Human 
Counſel and Wiſdom, but by God's protection ; 
neither yet do they depend on their own | Wills 
and pleaſures, but on the Holy Will and Provi- 
dence of Almighty. God; which is. evident in the 
Holy Scripture throu'out the whole courſe of 
his Reign. 

23. Let 'em learn, that their Piety, Juſtice 
and a Vertnous Life, will be a means to avert 
God's Wrath as well from their Children and | 
Poſterity, as from themſelves; ſeeing that Al- 
mighty God for Davids (c) fake , torbore to 
execure the rigour of his Juſtice, not ovly 
upon Salomon (d) his Son, but alſo many 
Years after, upon the Kings Joram and Eze- 
chias. (e) 

24. Let 'em learn, that Sin is the moſt dan- 
gerous, peſtiſent and mortal difcaſe of Kings and 


(4) 2 Reg.24., (bd) Pſal.zr. 75 143. (c) 3 Regs 


IL, 26. | (4) Parale21, 4. (ec) Reg. 29, ; 
R 2 their 
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their Kingdoms, and the very Fountain from 
which their Miſcries and Calamities do flow; (4) 
and that ' therefore they have great cauſe to fear 
the ſeverity of God's Judgments , whereby the 
ng of their Sins may be extended to their 
and whole Poſterity ; as the Sin of David 
was, "according ro the Prediction of the Prophet 
Nathan; who foretold him, (b) That the Sword 
ſhou'd never go out of his Houſe, for the Murther 
'of Vrias, and his Adultery with Berſabe. 
ao: Moreover, ler fem know that they can- 
not with reaſon expect that their Subjes, Ser- 
vants, Friends, Kinsfolks or Children, ſhowd 
be Fairhful and Loyal to them, if they be Faith- 
leſs, Ungrateful, and become Traytors to their 
Lord and God; ſeeing that Juſtice and Reaſon 
requires, that the uniſhment be anſwerable. to 
the fault; and therefore, that the diſloyalty of 


Creatures towards their Creator, ſhou'd be puniſlvd 


with the Treachery and Ingratirude of ſuch as are 
ſubject to them: Whereby ir happens, thar there 
are ſo many Abfalons as we Daily ſee, I mean, fo 
many Unnatural and Rebellious Children ; ſuch 
perfidious Treacheries of Domeſtical Servants ; 
and ſuch dangerous Conſpiracies of Subjects a- 
gainſt their Princes. 

26. Finally, ſeeing that the Infirmity of this 
Holy King being weighed in the moſt equal 
Ballance of God's Juſtice', deſervid fo grear a 


puniſhment as has been before declar'd; what 


do's the Impicty and Malice of Machiavellian 


(4) Plalezerogg6, @ 79 (6) 2 Reg. u. 
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Tyrants deſerve, I mean their extream Contempt 
of God, their horrible Frauds and Deceit's, Per- 
Juries, Whoredoms, Murthers, and all kind 
of Miſchief and Wickedneſs, which makes %em 
odious both to God and Man; what elſe, I ſay, do's 
the ſame deſerve, but what the Pſalmiſt threatens 
in God's Name; (4a) It ſhall Rain Ropes and 
Halters upon Sinners, Fire , Brimſlone , and the 
Spirit of” Storms and Tempeſts, ſhall be their Part or 
Portion. - This therefore ſhall ſuffice for the pre- 
{cnt concerning Moyſes and Dayid, of whom TI 
might, and wou'd have fayd much more, bur 
thar 1 ſhall have juſt occalion to do it after- 
wards; and therefore I will here only draw cer- 
rain concluſtons from what .1 have hitherto 
fayd. | T | 

27. The firſt is, that ſceing Almighty God 
Governs all States by his- Providence, and dil- 
poſes of 'em, as it pleaſes him, as I have fully 


 prov'd, .it muſt needs follow, that rho ſome- 


times out of his ſecret Judgments, he permits 
wicked policies ro proſper, yer conſidering the 
ſeverity of his Juſtice in puniſhing Princes and 
their States for Sin, and ſometimes for very ſmall 
Sins, in the Opinion of Men, as I have ſhew'd 
in my Rules for Young Statiſts; (b) therefore 
1 fay, no wicked Policy can ſtand with true Rea- 
ſon of State; the danger of God's indignation 
being ſo great, thar no Man can be rruly coun- 
ted Wiſe, who will venture ro preſume there- 
upon; no more than any one might be fayd to 


(©) Pals ro, 5. (b) Tom, 2, >. 3. num. 4+. 
| R 3 do 
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do wiſely, who for his particular benefit ſhou'd 
uſe to Rob and Steal in a welt Govern'd Com- 
mon-weatth, where he fhou'd as often in- 


cur the danger of the Law, tho perhaps. 


he fhou'd many times eſcape the fame. 
Wherein nevertheleſs this difference is to be 
noted., that whereas Men do fometimes avoid 
the penalties of Laws; yet no Man can eſcape 
the Hand of God, if he offend him ; bur he 
muſt pay the penalty of his Sin ſome way or 
other,, ſooner or later, and fo much the more 
orievoully , by how much longer 'tis deferr'd ; 
and molt of all, if the whole puniſhment there- 
of be totally reſerv'd to the next Life, which 
nevertheleſs is ſeldom ſeen in Tyrants and wicked 
Princes, as appears by what I have fayd be- 
fore. (a) 

28. The ſecond concluſion ſhall be, that ſee- 
ing I have alſo evidently prov'd throu'out this 
whole Diſcourſe, that Man of his own nature 1s 
ſo infirm and weak both of Wit and Power, that he 
neither knows many times what 1s convenicnt for 
himſelf, and much leſs for others; nor yet can 
warrant the ſucceſs. of his own deſigns and wileſt 
policies, by reaſon of the infinite accidents , 
crofles, and. dilappointments whereunto Mans 
Life, and all Human Afﬀairs are ſubjet. More- 
over, I have alſo made it manifeſt by reafon, 
and examples, not only that all Political Science 
is of it (elf inſufficient, for the perfet Govern- 
ment of Srare 3, - bur alſo, thar all true Wiſdom 


(4) Tom. 3, ape 6: 7a, 


and 
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and Policy is from God; therefore it cannot be 
deny'd, but that - the aſſiſtance of God's Grace 
and Protection, 1s moſt neceſſary for the good 
Government and aflurance of all Princes States; 

whereupon alſo follows the neceflity of true Ke 
Iigton for the Conſervation of any Statez ſeeing 
God do's by means thereof, moſt amply Com- 
municate his Grace and Favor, as well ro whole _ 
Common-wealths, as to particular Men ; of 
which I ſhall farther Diſcourſe, and more fally Drove 
hereafter, where I am purpolely ro handle thar 
matter ; "md [hew as well the Dignity and ne- 
ceſlity of true Religion in the Common-wealth, as 
allo that the Catholick Religion, is moſt con- 
venient for the Stare, 

29. The third and laſt conclufton ſhall be, 
that all Wiſdom or Policy grounded on Sin and 
wickedneſs, is meer folly, which may appear 
by that which I have taught and prov'd, as well 
concerning the puniſhment of God upon Princes 
and their States for Sin, as alſo touching true 
Witdom and Policy; whereof I have before par- 
UC and amply treated, and clearly prov'd, 

(4a) that it conſiſts principally i in the Fear, Love 
and Service of God; and that no Man can pot- 
ſibly attain to any Perfe&tion of Wiſdom, with- 
out the Light of God's Grace, whereby Mans 
natural abilities are increas'd and perfected, and 
his defects ſupply'd, (5) and that according to 
the Doctrine of the beſt Philotophers, as well 
as our Divines, true Prudence and Vertue ' can- 


(4a) Tom, I. cha, 23, nut. Cy 9s IO, (flo (b) Ibid, 


ils I7, 18, 19,20, Our | 
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not be ſeparated; and that 'tis moſt requiſite to 
every prudent Aftion, that not only the end 
thercof, and the means to obtain the end, be 
good and vertuous ; (4) but alſo that every 
good thing be eſteem'd in the 'degree itt 
deſerves, and the chief good of all, which is 
God and his Service, be preferr'd before 
all other things whatſoever, (b) And finally, 
that 'tis the ſpecial Office of a Wiſe Man, moſt 
to eſteem and ſeek, that which moſt imports 
him; which is the Salvation of his Soul, and 
his Eternal good ; becauſe as the Scripture ſays, 
(c) The Wiſe Man is Wiſe for his Soul. Where- 
upon it follows, that he who prefers tranſitory 
things, before thoſe that are ſtable and perma- 
nent ; and loſes or ventures his Soul for any 
Worldly commodity or pleaſure whatſoever, is 
no wiler than Eſau, (d) who Sold his Birth- 
right, for a Mets of Pottage ; - or #ſops Cock, that 
cltcem'd a Barly Corn, more than a Precious 
Stone; or the Fool, who, as the Proverb ſays, 
Will not give his Babel for the Tower of London ; 
and therefore ſuch as value Honor , Riches, 
or other Worldly Commodities above Vertue, 
are: worthily compar'd by Ariſtotle to Children, 
that eſteem their Babies and Puppets more than 
Gold; and .Smeca (e) accounts 'em more fooliſh 
than Children, becauſe Children, ſays he, play 
the Fools in trifles, and matters of ſmall mo- 
ment, in which there is no danger; whereas theſe © 
other are ſeriouſly fooliſh, or rather Mad in 


{3 ) Tom. x. ch. 28, wn I:,r3. 14+ (b) Ibid, nur. 
{£c) Ibid. nu,z2. (d) Grneſe6a.cs (te) Seneca ep. 96. 
matters 
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matters no leſs weighty than dangerous, as well 
to themſelves, as to others; and therefore, «ſays 
he, Verius, cariuſque inſaniunt ; They are more truly 
and cofily Mad. (a) For it coſts 'em many times 
not only their Reputation and Honor ; States 
and Lives, but even both Bodies and. Souls. 
30. So that they may ſay and exclaime with 
Lyſimachus, (b) when being Beſieg'd and vex'd 
with T hirſt, who yielded himſelf Priioner, and gave 
his Kingdom fora Draught of Water, which having 
Drunk, cry'd out; O for how ſmall and ſhort a Pleaſure 
have 1 loſt a Kingdom ! Thus they may fay with 


more reaſon, who change not one frail ,- 


and earthly thing, for another as he did, bur 
Heavenly things tor Earthly ; Divine for Human ; 
Erernal for Tranſitory; which admit no com- 
pariſon. Moreover, they ſhew themſelves to be 
no better, nor wiſer then brute Beaſts, which 
are led by Senſe only, and vehemently mov'd by 
preſent Objedts, without Diſcourſe and Conſt- 
deration of furure things, or of the end which 
is chicfly ro be confider'd by Man, ro whom 
Nature hath given Reaſon to Diſcourſe and 
Judge, not only of things preſent or paſt, bur 
allo of. things to come; and eſpecially of the laſt 
end of all Human Actions, wherein conſiſts his 
Erernal felicity or miſery. And therefore Moyſes 
partly lamenting, and partly reprehending the 
abſurd foily of ſuch kind of Men ſays, (c) 
Theſe are a People without Counſel and Prudence , 


(a) Videm. (b) Plutarch m Apopothes, regum 


& prin.ipums (cj Deut. zz. 28. 29, 
| | } 
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I wou'd to God they wou'd be wiſe, and underſtand) 
and foreſee or provide for * their laſt end. 

31, Farthermore, how can theſe be counted 
rruly Wiſe, whoſe Wiſdom conſiſts in pervert- 
ing the whole courſe and order of Nature, and 
contradicting the principles and grounds of rea- 
fon: For what is more conformable ro Nature, 
or more evident in reaſon, than that the Soul 
excell's the Body, as Heaven do's Earth; and 
therefore, that the Goods and Gifts of the Mind, 
ought to be preferr'd before thoſe of the Body ; 
Heavenly things: before Earthly; Reaſon before 
Senfuality; the Publick good before any Mans 
Particular; Eternal felicity before Temporal plea- 
fure or commodity z; and the Service and Glory 
of God, before all things elſe whatſoever ; all 
which Nature ordains, Reaſon perſuades, Phi- 
loſophy, and all Learning teaches, the conſent 
of the World confirm's, and Mans own Con- 
fcience within himſelf, proclatmes to be True. 
Nevertheleſs the Politicians, and Matchiavellians 
have found our a kind of Wiſdom, and Policy, 
which they call Reaſon of State, contradicting 
all this; preferring the Body before the Soul, 
Earth before - Heaven, Human things before 
Divine, Senſuality before Reaſon, and the Par- 
ticular Pleature of the Prince., before the Ge- 
neral Good of the Common-wealth , Temporal 
Commodities before Eternal Felicity, and Jaftly 
whatſoever ſeem's to their corrupt Judgments 
to be according to Reaſon of State, the ſame 
they prefer before Conſcience, Religion, and 
the- Sexyice of God; as tho there were either 
no 
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no God to call 'em to an Account, or that 
he had nothing to do with 'em, or with the 
Aﬀairs of Mcn. So that to make their WiC 
dom true Wiſdom; their Policy good Policy; 
their Reaſon of State, good Reaſon; and them- 
{ſelves Wiſe Men; the whole; courſe, and or- 
der of Nature muſt be chang'd, and "all things 
rurn'd upſide down: The Soul muſt be made 
 ſubjet ro the Body; Heaven to Earth; Rea- 
ſon to Senſuality; the Common good to a 
Private Advantage, and Temporal Goods to 
Erernal : And laſtly, we muſt have a new Syſteme of 
Nature, and either another God, or no God atall, 
or at leaſt ſuch a one, as ſhall have no Pro- 
vidence or care over the Aﬀairs of Men. 

22, What wonder is it then, that this Kind 
of Wiſdom and Policy overthrow's Princes , 
Subverts their States, and fills the World with 
Mifcries and Calamities? In which reſpe&t the 
Scripture call's it. (4) The Fooliſh VViſdom of this 
/Vorld, and the profeſſors thereof Fools, as 
| I have before ſufficiently ſhew'd, (6) where | 
convinc'd Atheiſts of Ignorance and Folly, where- 
unto for the concluſion of this Point, .and of 
this Diſcourſe, I will here add, what the Holy 
Ghoſt reſtifies in the Book of Wiſdom, con- 
cerning as well the Miſery, as the Folly of 
theſe; kind of Wiſe Worldlings, and what they 
ſhall then ſay one to another, when they {hall 
ſee at the Day of Judgment themſelves. con- 


(a) r Cor.t, 20, Romer. 22: Plal. 5re © of, 
@ 93> Matthz7,26. (6) Tom, >, 23, 11. 19. 20. 
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demn'd to Eternal Torments, and the Servants 
of God Rewarded with Everlaſting Glory. 

33- MWe Men withut Senſe, and undet- 
ſtanding, efteeemd the Life of theſe, that is of 
the Tuſt, to be madneſs, and their End without 
Honor , and behold how they are now reckon'd amongſt 
the- Children of God, and their Lot is amongſt the 
Samis. Therefore we have errd from the way of 
Truth , and the Light of his Juſtice bas not ſhin'd 
upon us, neither has the Sun of underſtanding . Riſen 
unto us; we have weary'd our ſelves in the way of 
Iniquity, and Perdition, and have walk'd difficult 
ways, and have not _ the way of our Lord. 
What bas our Pride profited us; or what benefit has 
the Oſtentation of our Riches been unto us? All which 
is now paſt away like a Shadow, like one that 
Run's Poſt, like a Ship under Sail, like a Bird 
that Fly's, like an Arrow. Shot at a Mark, of whoſe 
paſſage there remains no Sign: In like manner we 
vere Born and preſently ceasd to be, and have not 
left behind us any Sign of Vertue, but ate conſuni'd, 
and ſpent in our one malignity and wickedneſs : Thus 
do's the Holy Ghoſt deſcribe the Miſerable and 
Lamentable State of the Worldly Wiſe, and all 
other Wicked Men, at the Day of Judgment : 
Which I wiſh every Man wou'd conſider berimes, 
leſt he Repent roo late amongſt thoſe, who ſhall 
make this pittiful complainr without hope or 
poſhibiliry of any remedy. | | 

34. This therefore ſhall ſuffice at preſent , 
and if in what I have already fayd, my Dear 


(4), SÞPe 5+ Ver, 4+ $o Go Of Co 
Reader, 
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Reader, thou find any thing that contents thee, 
I 'beſcech thee give the Praiſe, and Honor there- 
of to Almighty God, (a) From whom every 
Good and Perfet Gift proceeds; and if there be 
any thing thou diſlikeſt, I am content to own 
my fault, and beg of thee ro bear and pardon 
it, and to let it paſs for an Example of the 
Weaknels ond; lacy of Mans Wit, which 
I have provid by ſo many other Examples of 
the Errors of very Wife and Learned Men, 
that I cannot _ preſume to warrant my own 
Actions or Writings from Errors and Over- 
lights: Only this I aſſure thee, that I have 
not Maliciouſly Err'd in any thing, but throu'- 
out this whole Diſcourſe, have had a Charitable 
defire of thy good; and as -I hope , a 'true 
Zeal of God's Glory; which all Men ought 
to make the cheif ' Scope, and End of their 
Actions: And if I find that this be grateful 
to thee, I will for thy farther ſatistaQtion 
proceed in my undertaking, with ſuch ſpeed, 
2s my Decay'd Health, and other Aﬀairs, ſhall 
permit. | 


(4) Nate no 
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Ertain General Rules or Advices a0 
leſs Pious than Politick, for the 
Initractjows of ſuch as deſire to ma- 

mage maiters of State, and have n 

experience therein; to the end they may act 


vith leſs danger and difficulty, 
Chap. %. © Page I. 


Other General Rules for a young Statift, ad- 
waned by his Princes favor, to be of his 
Conncil ; as What he is to conſider in him- 
ſelf, in his Prince 5 and in the matters that 
are to be Conſulted, And fir# concerainz? 
the Counſellor himſelf, Chap, 2. page 24. 

What a Counſellor ought to conſider in his 

Prince , are his Conſcience, his Commodity, 

and bis Reputation, Chap. 3. page 47. 
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What a Counſellor is to conſider 1n the mat« 
ters which are to be Conſulted. 
Chap. 4+ page 8 5. 


For the better and more particular inſtruction 
of a Youngs Counſellsr, concerning mailers 
zo be Conſulted : The Queſtion or matter 
of State is debated, and taken into a dcli- 
beration, about the maintenance of 4 Civil 
War in a Forraten Countiye | 
Chap. 5. | page IoTs 


Another Queſtion is debated for the farther 
Inflrudtion of Young Statifis : Whether 2 
Princes State can be aſſurd by Wicked 
Policy ? Whereupon many Principles of 
Machiavel and Polititians his followers , 
are examin'd, and confuted by reaſons of 
State 3; Without the conſideration of God's 
Iuitice, Chap. 6. Page 117. 


The Argument of the precedent Chapter is 
proſecuted, With the conſideration of God's 
Tuſtice in puniſhing wicked Princes, by the 
HMiniitry of all his Creatures, Where alſo 
ſomething is ſayd of the Enormity of *Mur- 
der, and of God's fevert' puniſhment thereof. 
Chap. 7. | | page 167, 


Tis farther debated, Whether all Sinful Policy 
be againſt Reaſon of State, by occaſion 
whereof 


The Contents, 
Whercef,, ſome things are obſerV/d concerning 


the courſe of God's Providence, in the con- 
ſervation and deſtruction of States : And 
by the Yay, ſomevhat is ſayd of Sorcery, 
and how dangerous the Pradliſe thereof is 
30 Princes. Chap. 8. Page 213, 


A Confutation of Machiavels Impadent and | 
Impious Calumniation of the Holy Prophets 
and Princes, Moyles and David ; whom 


he makes Patterns of Cruelty and Tyranny ; F: F 
Whereas they Were trne Mirrours of Tuſtice, | 


 Piety, Vertiue, and all Princely Perfeftion; "| 
laflly, certam concluſions are drawn out of | 
the whole Treatiſe. Chap. 9. Page. 236, 1 
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